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BREFACE

No case needs to be made for the growing importance and the place of
the new African nations in today's world. What should be emphasized is the
need for much greater and more sympathetic understanding of this great con=
tinent, and this requires factual material concerning many aspects of the
African situation and the development of peoples.

The titles alone of some recent books on Africa give an indication of
the nature and scope of the changes taking place - Africa Calls; Africa
Speaks; Whither Africa?; The New Face of Africa South of the Sabara; Social
Change in Modern Africa; God, Allah and Ju Ju; Contimuity and Change in
African Cultures; Social Implications of Industrialization and Urbanization
in Africa South of the Sahara.

Within a generation or so most of Africa came under European rule and
then emerged with the status of independent nations. 1In the period 1960-
61 nineteen new and independent nations came into being and maps in use three
years ago are now out-of-date.

The African as a person is asserting himself, and this means drastic
changes in a variety of social, economic and political relationships.

More and more we are coming to appreciate and understand the inter-
relatedness of man's experience. If we are to arrive at a betier compre-
hension of the African, we must give attention to the physical enviromment,
the cultural and religious background, economic and social life, the arts,
the place of education and health, and the role of commmications as they
affect man in his total enviromment.

This factual study attempts to deal with these broad aspects of an
emergent Africa and to supply the facts related to its development. It is
not exhaustive in treatment or scope, but it is hoped that it will be use-
ful in providing some basic understanding of the problems in the area, and
that it may lead to further study and research among the friends of Africa.

—/.Stanley Rycroft
Secretary for Research

Myrtle M.Clemmer
Research Assistant

July 1962
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A FACTUAL STUDY OF SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Introduction

As the emerging countries of Africa take their place among the nations
of the world, it becomes more and more apparent that, given the kind of world
we live in today, we must know more about Africa, its people, and its prob~
lems,

Modern Africa is exploding with movements for national freedom and
social betterment. In 1960-61 alone, nineteen new and independent states
emerged, some of them with unfamiliar names, frontiers were changed or
abolished, and new African leadership arose,

At the beginning of the 1950's there were four independent countries,
Fgypt, Etniopia, Liberia, and the Union of South Africa, comprising only
11.8 per cent of the continental area. These were almost lost among the
maze of European dependencies.

In 1962, there are twenty-five independent African countries which
make up more than seventy per cent of Africa's total area. By the speed and
scope of its anticolonial revolution, this is a continent that already has
confused all the timetables and confounded meny of the prophets.

Sub-Saharan Africa is changing at a tremendous rate. The change is
2 general one, and is not confined to any territory or group of territories.
This vas one of the last major areas to come into contact with western civi-
lization.

An interesting point in development has been the recemt policy of
African states getting together to form federations or conferences. The
vear 1958 showed this very clearly with the first Conference of Independent
African States at Accra, the founding of the Pan-African movement of East
and Central Africa in Tanganyika, and the A1l African People's Conference
which was again held at Accra. The Conference of African States on the
Development of Education in Africa took place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,

May 15-25, 1961, and was the most important conference of its kind ever
held in Africa. Although sponsored by UNESCO it was a conference of Afri-
can leaders from thirty-four African states.

The dynamic issues in the struggle of the developing New Africa are
labor, resources, land, education and medical programs, commmnications, and,
possibly the most important, cultural values, all of which give direction
to life,

Perhaps no major area in the world presents greater difficulties than
Africa when it is a question of gathering up-to-date and verifiable data and
statistics. Many figures are unavailable or incamplete, based mostly on
samolings. For some areas life is not sufficiently organized to permit
accurate census~taking or the gathering of data, and among illiterate rural
people especially, it is well known, not only in Africa, but in other areas
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of the world as well, that govermment agents seeking information from individ-
uals are regarded with as much suspicion as a tax collector,

Another important consideration to be borne in mind is that in many
aspects life is changing rapidly in Africa and situations vary accordingly.
The reader also will be fully aware of the camplexities of African culture
in a time of transition and change, and these affect the problem of giving
an accurate and faithful portrayal.

These are but a few of the difficulties encountered in ‘the gathering
of the material for this study. An attempt has been made to assemble reli-
able information and such pertinent statisties as are available. In some
cases the information is in the form of a statement from an authoritative
source, in others, fram govermment studies or United Nations agencies.

Inasmuch as a fairly extensive bibliography on Africa is included in
the study, it is hoped that this, in addition to the material presented in
the text, will aid those who wish to do further research in the area.

Grateful acknowledgement is made by the authors to Rev. Theodore L.
Tucker, Secretary of the Africa Committee of the Division of Foreign Missioms,
National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., for his painstaking care
in reading the manuscript and making valuable suggestions; to Mrs. Jeanne
Carruthers, Secretary for Fine Arts of the Commission on Ecumenical Mission
and Relations of the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., for the prepara-
tion of the section on "African Arts and Culture'; and to Miss Loulse E.Jefferson
for the cover design.
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A basic problem in understanding Africa is the sheer size of the con-
tinent and the complexity of its culture. Africa is almost four times the
size of continental United States and has a wide range of climatic and geo-
graphic variation. The states range in size from the Sudan, which covers
more territory than all the NATO countries of Europe combined, to the west
coast Republic of Togo, a sliver of land wedged between Ghana and Dehomey.
More than eight hundred indigenous languages are spoken, while the African
elite in some countries speak only English, and in others only French., Re-
sources are unevenly distributed, same countries having great potential
wealth and others having extreme poverty. It has been said that Africa is
a storehouse of strategic minerals, yet the fact remains that only three coun-
tries covering 14 percent of the area have export trade of any considerable
value, Sixty-five percent of the continent's water power potential is esti-
mated to be in the Congo and the four former territories of French Equatorial
Africa. Sub~Saharan Africa has dense and steamy jungles (one of eight dis-
tinctive climatic zones) as well as desert land. Water is the principal
factor limiting economic advance in at least half of its land mass,

Racially, too, Africa is diverse, Some anthropologists name as many
as six different classifications. Politically and culturally the area falls
into distinctive segments. "Along the west coast, where it has been said that
the anopheles mosquito can be thanked for the absence of a white settler prob-
lem, is the cradle of African nationalism, pan-Africanism, and the concept of
Negritude. From its principal intellectual centers - Accra, Conakry, Ds.ka.r,
Abidjan, Lagos -~ has come the drive behind Africa's 'wind of change!." 1

The southern and eastern states of Kenya, the Rhodesias, and the Congo's
Katanga Province enjoy a scale of economic development far beyond that of any
other area on the continent,

Among Africa's educated elite there are at least two divisive factors -
language and cultural barriers. Leaders for a united Africa are now en-
gaged in a determined effort to wipe out these differences. For example,
French is now a required subject in Ghana's secondary schools and English has
been introduced in both Mali and Guinea.

Religious differences also cut across Africals potential for unity. "Out
of Africa's 232 million people (reported in 1962 as 240 million), not more than
about 41 million are now professing Christians, as compared with some 90 mil-
lion Muslims, Except for the growing number of agnostics among the elite,
most of the rest of the people are animists,"(2

Added to this complexity of Africa is the dimension of rapid change in

(1) Africa and the United States - Images and Realities. Background book,
Eighth National Conference U.S. National Commission for UNESCO.

Boston: 1961, p. 5.
(2) Africa and the United States - Images apd Realities. Op.cit., p. 6.
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! i i i le and of coun-
mavs of life, aspirations, aligmments, and commitments of peop
.‘g?"‘ies. Li%tle wonder tl’mat the average American citizen's knowledge of
Africa is spotty and confused.

(Ses TAELE No. 1 - AREA, POPULATION,DENSITY -SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA)

(See TABLE No. 2 ~ BASIC DATA - LANGUAGES, RELIGIONS, RACES,
AND/OR TRIBES)

SQZTE; al Diversification

The continent of Africa, second only to Asia in size, accounts for about
22 percent of the world's land area. It lies across the equator, extending
almost equally into both the northern and southern hemispheres. From north
4o south the continent exceeds 5,000 miles; from east to west it approximates
4,700 miles - distances far in excess of the long span between New York and
San Francisco (2,600 miles).

On most maps the great land mass of Africa, which lies across the
Equetor at relatively low latitudes, seems smaller than areas of equal size
nearer the poles. Usually Africa is shown as a unit on a single map rather
than in camponent parts at larger scales, and this necessitates more general-
ized cartographic detail, Dr., Pearcy writes that "the mere fact that
Africa is far away and less well known to Americans than are Europe, Asia, and
South America produces an illusion of restricted dimensions. One seldom
stops to consider, for example, that the continent of North America (including
Central Ameriga and the Caribbean Islands) is only about four-fifths as large
as Africa,"(L)

The Sehara is the most obvious of natural barriers that divide Africa,
and it is this sand desert which separates the Arab north from the rest of the
continent so effectively that "sub-Saharan Africa™ is a conventional term,

Sub-Saharan Africa consists mainly of a vast and rather even plateau,
tordered by a narrow coastal belt from which this plateau rises. A very
rough idea of the plateau can be grasped if we imagine an inverted saucer.

A broad belt of grassland runs nearly the full width of the continent, em-
bracing the upper Miger and the Chad basin, Relative ease of movement in
this belt has in the past permitted the creation of extensive African states.

South of this grassland area, dense tropical rain forest blankets part
of the Guinea coast and most of the Congo basin,

Southern and eastern Africa is dominated by a great mass of high plateau

and mountains, much of it open grassland with only a limited emount of tree
caver,

The altitude ranges from 1,000 feet in West Central Africa to slightly
over 3,000 feet in Southern Africa, to an average of 6,000 feet in Eastern
Africa, In parts of East Africa this plateau reaches altitudes of 10,000
feet or more. The descent from this relatively level plateau to the coastal
belt is steep, and has created tremendous problems in transportation and com-
mnication between the interior and the coast.

(1) Pearcy, G. Btzel. Africe: Names and Concepts. De
. . . partment of State
Bulletin, December 26, 1960, No. 7129, African Series 23, p. 5.
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The coastline is almost lacking in patural harbors, bays, or inlets,
for many years providing very little shelter to sailing vessels which tried to
reach the interior. In general, the interior is more isolated from the out-

side world then that of any other continent.

Many river mouths are often clogged by sa:ndba.rs: A short distance in~
land, African rivers are frequently blocked to navigatlgn by waterfalls and
repids, although upper parts of these rivers may be ?angable. . The Congo
and Nile rivers, for example, provide thousands of miles of nav%gable water-
ways., Cataracts still create serious problems in transportation, but they
are gradually being turned into valuable assets, Vater power has become a
vital source of energy for Africa's growing industries.

As a result of these geographical features, much of African society
remained virtually isolated from the outside world and from one another until
more recent years. These geographical factors also meant low productivity,
low density of population, and wide-spread poverty.

Yegetation

The main elements in African vegetation are forest, grassland and
desert. Kimble says it is arguable which is the more important, forest or
gressland, or at any rate the more extensive, "For, unlike some other parts
of the world, tropical Africa has been subject to so long and intensive coloni-
zetion by man that what we mostly see today is...what nature has contrived to
keep going in face of the inhabitants' never-ending campaign of pilfering, lar-
ceny, arson and abuse...There are probably not many natural grasslands in trop-
ical Africa. Even many of the forests are not natural. What with the
ageless needs of the forest cultivator for crop land and of the newly devel=-
oped needs of the lumberman for their prized timbers, m?st of the more accessi-
ble forests are but a shadow of their former selves,™(l

The Forests. There are a great many forests in tropical Africa, most
of them characterized as rain forests, and dry forests. TFor all the use and
abuse they have had, forests still cover more than one-third of the surface.
"The rain forests are rich in highly prized bhardwood timbers, such as mahogany,
and in oil-yielding palms. They also provide much needed fuel and protection
against mm-off and erosion., It is the forests that provide 'board and lodg-
ing! for such money-making crops as cocoa, coffee and tea, and suc)z wsn'.dely
grown subsistence crops as yam, rice, plantain, mango and orange," 2

Gresslands. Bush areas (mixed wood and grassland) cover the marsh
grass regions of central and east Africa, the alpine grasslands found on the
Ethiopian Highlands, and in the mountains of Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, Nyasa-
land and Southern Rhodesia. Nonme of these grasslands is very extensive
(probably 350,000 to 375,000 square miles). "Although the economic value of
the grasslands is smaller than the forest area, it is far from negligible, for

(1) Kimble, George H.T. Iropical Africa (Vol. 1 - Iand and Livelihood).
New York: The Twentieth Century Fund, 1960, p. 60.

(2) Kimble, George H.T. Iropical Africa; Problems and Promises. Foreign
t Policy Association, Headline Series No. 147, May-June 1961, p. 1l.
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4% is in the bush country that most of the estimated 60 million cattle, sheep,
goats and camels of tropical Africa are pastured ﬂ? most of the field crops
(for example, maize, manioc, pesmuts) are grown."

. Regarding soils, Kimble writes: "If there is one physical
generalization for which a strong case can be made in tropical Africa, it is
that good soils are the exception. Most of the soils are no better than the
poorest mid-latitude soils; same are poorer, and all are more easily impover-
ished than enriched...The luxuriance and strength of tropical plant life come
not so much from the feapital account! of the soil, as from the 'current ac-
count! of air, the rainfall and the mutrients made available by the process of
plant decomposition.®(2)

Cligate - Bainfall

Mach of Africa lies within tropical latitudes. In the West Central
regions of Africa, for example, the heat and humidity together with tropical
diseases, which flourish in rain forest atmospheres, make intensive physical
work of any duration exhausting,

As one moves either north or south of the wet center in West Central
Africa, the emount of rainfall diminishes. Many parts of the Sahara never
have any rain at all, and where there is rainfall, it is quite inadequate.

Kimble in deseribing tropical Africa makes this comment: "Scme parts
lock, and are, like the hills of Idaho and Wyoming, where & man can see 100
miiles and be glad of a blanket on his bed almost any night of the year.
Others are as bare as the Painted Desert and quite as lovely. In East Africa
there are snow-clad mountains higher than eny in the Rockies, In Ethiopia
there e.v('§)ca:nyons that call to mind nothing as much as those of the Colorado
River.”

The most striking features of tropical African rains are their average
seasonal differences, their uncertainty, -and their range of intensity and
amount. Days that promise to be very rainy turn out to be dry. A run of
abnormally rainy seasons can be followed by a run of subnormal rainy seasons,
making it very difficult for a farming community. "The significance.of this
phencmenon of seasomality in rainfall is fundemental., It governs the re-
sponses of plants and animals and ccmrmz(tﬁ almost every man, woman and child
with problems of food and water supply.™{4

African languages

Africa is linguistically one of the most complex areas in the world.
There are more than 800 known African languages, same of which have millions
of speekers, while others have only a few mmdred. Until recently most

(1) Ibvia., p. 11,

(2) Kimble (Twemtieth Century Fund). Op.cit., p. 73.
(3) Kimble (Beadline Series). Op.cit., p. 8.

(4) Kimble (The Twentieth Cemtury Fund). Op.cit., p. 48.
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African languages were unwritten, which has meant a considerable dependence upon
oral tradition and oral literature as well as on skill in public speaking and

mEmoTy.

There are five distinct language families of major importance. They
cover perhaps 98 per cent of the total area and population. In addition,
there are seven groups of individual languages, which are found in relative-
ly small areas, meking twelve linguistic groupings in all,

The Niger-Congo family, for example, is of vast extent and contains
several hundred languages, covering most of west central and southern Africa.

The present linguistic diversity of Africa cammot be reduced to a sin~
gle source and there has been & complex history of settlement over a very long
period. Widespread tiravel and cammerce, as well as modern administration,
education and the cultural unity demanded by modern nationalism,all necessi-
tate a higher degree of linguistic unity. Readjustment in accepting another
language is necessarily slow. People do not abandon language overnight,
There are emotional attachments which people feel to their own language, and
there must normally be at least one generation of bilinguals., "The impact
of nationalism and the practical necessities of administration and education
must in the long run considerably simplify the present complex linguistic
situation, which is a heritage of other conditions, but such changes will
take much time to accomplish. In the long run, such changes as well as the
standardization in written form of many hitherto unwritten languages are of
far greater significance than the superficial diz(-egt effects of European con=-
tact on the vigorous linguistic life of Africa." 1

For practical purposes - commerce, education, administration - the lan-
guages of present-day Africa (in the areas of our study) are Arabic, English,
French, Swehili. The new parliaments of Ghana and Nigeria carry on their
debates in Fnglish, and those of the former French territories in French.
African nationalists wish to preserve their languages, but if education had
to await the translation of essential textbooks into every African language,
"the march of progress would be slowed down to a crawl." It is inevitable
that English and French will be used more and more. It is interesting to
note that Soviet broadcasts to Africa are in these two languages.

(See TABLE No, 2 - BASIC DATA - lenguages)
N
(1) For a further discussion of Africen lenguages, see "Africa as a
Linguistic Area,™ by Joseph H.Greenberg. t and e

t . Bascom and Herskovits, eds. .Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 1959. Phoenix Editionm,
1962, pp. 26~27.



pENSITY (2)
ETHIOPIA 400,000 21,800 48
FRENCH SQMALITAND 8,49% 68 8
SCHMALI REPUBLIC 246,000 1,950 8
SUDAN 967,498 11,650 12
KENYA 224,960 6,550 28.5
RUANDA-URUNDI 21,263 4,500 225
TANGANYIEA 362,688 9,237 26
TGANDA 93,981 6,536 62.6
ZANZIBAR 1,026 304 295,2
Central Africa
ANGOLA 481,350 4,550 9
FEDERATION OF RHODESIA
AND NYASATAND:

Southern Hhodesia 150,333 3,070 18,1

Northern Rhodesia 287,640 2,300 7.8

Nyasaland 45,365 2,830 61
MOZAMBIQUE 297,731 6,200 21
REP. of the CONGO(Leopoldville) 905,378 13,652 15
MALAGASY REPUBLIC 227,900 5,191 23

Fest Africa

CAMEROON 183,381 4,340 22
CHAD 513,600 2,730 5
DAHCMEY 44,695 1,73 45
GABON 102,317 421 A
GAMBTA 4,011 279 73
GHANA 91,843 6,691 73
GUINEA 95,865 2,727 28
IVORY COAST 125,000 3,103 25
LIBERTA 42,990 2,500 29
MALT 465,000 4,900 9.0
MAURTTANIA 419,000 725 1.5
NIGER 459,000 2,500 6
NIGERTA 356,669 35,300 9%
PORTUGUESE GUINEA 13,944 565 39
REPUBLIC OF CONGO(Brazzaville) 132,000 760 6
SENRGAL 76,084 2,550 34
SIFRRA LEONE 27,924 2,500 86
SPANISH GUINEA 10,852 217 21
0G0 21,850 1,100 66
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUELIC 238,000 1,180 5
UPPER VOLTA 105,900 3,350 33

SODTH-WEST AFRICA 575
Totals 8,569,419 181,114

Sources: (1)Africa Bepart (Country-by-Country Guide to Africa),Nov. 1961.
(2)A ¥orld of Facts (Civic Education Service,Inc. 1961).
¥orld Almanac 1962,
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DRICGRAPHTC STTUATION

Population

The total population of all Africa in 1960 was estimated at more than
244 million (no accurate figures are available), or close to eight percent of
the world's total. (See TABLE No. 3 - GROJYTH OF WORLD POPULATION 1940~1958.)
Approximately 21 percent 1ive in North Africa, about six percent in the Repu~
blic of South Africa, and the remainder 73 percent live in sub~Saharan Africa.
It is estimated that the over-all ammual increase is now close to two percent

sic Data
Population Percent
(Estimated) (Bstimated)
AFRICA 244,,000,000(1)
North Africe 51,240,000 219
Sub-Saharan Africa 178,120,000 73%
Republic of South Africa 14,640,000 (2) 6%
ANNUAL INCRFASE (estimated) 1.8 - 2%

ce;
(1) World Almanac 1962,
(2) Census 1960 population estimate - 15,841,128,

Africa, as a whole, is not yet overpopulated and in this respect differs
vastly from Asia, another underdeveloped continemt. Egypt, with its vast
deserts, however, is the main exception, for that country is overcrowded.

In such a large area, there is a great diversity of peoples, climate,
natural resocurces and patterns of technological, economic and social organiza-
tion. Despite the recent advance in statistical information, the data for
certain countries are sheer administrative guesses.

¥hile the available information generally relates to individual coun-
tries, it cannot be presumed that the territorial unit necessarily comstitutes
the most appropriate field for econcmic or demographic studies., It may be
profitable to break down this unit into more homogeneous components, or group
together a mmber of countries with cammon features,

Population estimates vary, but experts generally agree that the popula-
tion of Africa south of the Sahara is more than 175,000,000, bout three and
one=half million of these are non-Africans, mostly Europeans. (1) untia recently,

(1) United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Xcopagmic Sur-
¥ey of Africa since 1950, E/CN. 14/28. p. 5.
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a substantial mmber of Buropean origin lived in Scuthern Rhodesia, the Congo
and Angola, In Ghana, Nigeria and Nyasaland, on the other hand, there are
relatively few Europeans, European settlement has been corncentra:?ed mostly

in areas where white men found the climate favorable and good eondl'!:icrns for
raising comercial crops. The Asians (mainly Indians and Pakistani) constitute
the next largest group of non-Africans and number approximately 800,000, They
are concentrated in the eastern and southern regions of the continent. The
coloureds, a large non-African group of about cne million, are found mainly in
South Africa and to some extent in the Rhodesias. These people are a result
of racial mixture and are not a part of any indigenous culture. Arabs are
found along the Kemyas coast and in Zanzibar., (See TABLE No. 4 - POPUTLATION
BY COUNTRY AND ETHNIC COMPOSITION 1956).

There 1s now some useful information on the size and distribution of
population in Africa South of the Sahara, and the situation will be further
improved by censuses and national sampling inquiries. Ethiopia is the only
large country for which there is as yet no systematic information. There is
also lack of any recent information for Liberia, Sierra Leone, Somalia, and
Kyasaland. The nature and reliability of the data vary widely among countries.
(See TABLE No, 5 =~ POPULATION: DATA AVATIABLE AS OF APRIL 1, 1962).

Dynamics of Pooulation

Demographers indicate that reliable registration systems of vital sta-
tistics and records of migratory movements are generally lacking or incamplete,
eand we cammot reasonably expect that reliable vital registration can be widely
developed in Africa within the near future. Migration is a phencmenon of
major importance in many parts of Africa., It is possible to obtain fairly
camplete reports on births and deaths in some cities where hospital facilities
are genmerally used, but these usually relate to persons drawn from surrounding
areas, so that the base population cannot be properly defined.

Much of the most valuable information to date on African population has
been provided by geographers, agriculturists and others concerned with investi-
gating population in relation to geographical and social conditions. A de-
talled and highly significant treatment of the distribu‘bic& and trends of
population in Ruanda~Urmdi has been published by Gourou, (L)

Health studies have frequéntly included important demographic aspects.
Same of the most carefully comtrolled demographic data on several commmities
in Eest Africa were obtained in comnection with health surveys by the World
Bealth Organization.

Anthropologicel studies of population changes in their social context
are especially important. Such studies indicate how population changes may
condition and influence social structure and culture. Demographers must turn
to anthropologists amd other social seientists for information on the determi-
nants and consequences of population trends. Furthermore, close collaboration
between govermment statisticians, anthropologists, and other social sciemtists
is important in Africa in the development of workable schedules and procedures
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for the collection of reliable populatiom data.

Politicel scientists and administrators concerned with land temure, mass
movements, and administrative programs of various sorts frequently recognize
the importance of demographic factors,

Until recently, govermment statisticians and social scientists from
Europe have been mainly respcnaible for the development of basic demographic
data and soclal investigation. There are as yet few indigenous African demog-
raphers,

Depographic Characteristics

What has been said about the unreliability of population statistics ap~
plies also to statistics relating to the demographic characteristics of +the
population. There are many reasons for the concealment or misrepresenmtation
of such facts. As explained by Kimble, "The heed of a household may be able
to overcame his reluctance to reveal the total number of people under his care,
but if he lives in a territory where there is conseription or where contract
labor is obligatory, he may find it tempting to discount the mmber of eligible
males. Where family allowances are provided by the govermment, as in the
Congo, he may feel that a margin of error should be provided far. Where he
is under no such constraints, the chances are that any information he supplies
regarding the age distribution of his family will be approximate. He has
probably never seen a birth certificate and is unlikely to have registered the
birth of any member of his family. Some govermments require such regis'?ﬁ'binn,
but what are a thousand registrars among more than 60 million children?™

Despite the marked limitations of African demographic data, "they have
been found sufficient as a basis for a study of the demographic aspects of
polygamy, a subject which, although of considerable importance to both anthro-
pology a:?czi)demography, has been largely neglected by scholars in these
fields.™

Incidence and Intensity of Polygamy

Data indicates that about 35 percent of all married African males are
polygamous, In sub-Saharan Africa, ihe ratio of me me marrie
is 3 t0 2. In a polygamous system of marriage, it is evident that there will
be more married women than men.

Dorjahn writes that "definitive, problem~oriented research is clearly
needed to assess the roles which traditional African demographic patterns, such
as polygamy, are playing in the population dynamics of sub-Saharan Africa today.
The necessity for collecting both quantitative data and the ethmographic mate-
rial which provides the setting for such statistics and gives meaning to them

(1) Kimble, George H.  Iropicel Africa. New York: The Twemtieth Century Fund,
1960. Vol. I, pp. 106-107.

(2) Bascom, William R. and Herskovits,Melville J. (Eds.) i e
in Africen Cultures. The University of Chicago Press (Phoenix Books
1959, p. 98.
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must be systematically stressed. ¥hat is needed is an roach which uses the
methods and theory of both demography and anthropology."

Fertility

Relisble vitel statistics for most countries in Africa are not available,
The mmbers of births and deaths according to official registers are systemat-
ically understated, "From the official birth rates for some countries in the
region, whose statistics are considered not too deficient, the conclusion can
be drawn that the birth rates in this continent lie mostly in the wide range
from forty 123 fifty per thousand population, and perhaps exceed fifty in some
instances, (<)

(See TABLE No, 6 - BIRTHS AND DEATHS: STATISTICS AVATLAELE
AS OF APRIL 1, 1962).

"High fertility (5, 6, or more children per woman) is gemerally preva-
lent in Africa, This is true even in moit cities...Any interest in family
limitation 1s very exceptional in Africa.” 3)

Mortality

According to demographers there is no reliable information on levels
of mortality in any African population at the present time., The reasons
for this are: (1) There may be no cne person who has the responsibility for
supplying this information, as is true in the case of a migrant. (2) Death is
an unpleasant affair and involves a sense of shame, guilt, or fear among Afri-
cans. So they make no report of a death in the family. _(3) Mortality is
highest in early infancy, and infants who die shortly after birth may never
bave been named or considered as members of the community, These diffiqu(-
ties tend to give a downwerd bias %o data now being obtained on mortality. (4)

Even though actual levels of mortality in Africa are unknown, it can
be safely assumed that the rate of mortality is generally declining as a re-
sult of improvements in health conditions, Information on mortality by age
groups is needed. This is almost entirely lacking.

The highest birth rate in the world (47 per _1,00%; and the highest
death rate (28 per 1,000) are probably found in Africa, In Guinea, Uganda,
and Northern Rhodesia, more than 200 of every 1,000 babies born alive die before

(1) Por a further discussion of polygamy, see article "The Factor of Polygamy
in African Demography,” by Vernon R.Dorjahn,  Continuity and Change

in Afrdcap Cultures, Op.cit., pp. 105 and 112.
(2) United Nations - Report on the Social Situation 1957. E/CN.5/324/
Rev. 1. ST/S0A/33, April 1957. p. 7.

(3) Lorimer and Karp. Population in Africs. Boston:Boston Univ,Press,1960,p.5.
(4) Toid., p. 6.

(5) United Naticns Review - September 1961.
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reaching their first birthday. These three countries have the highest infant
mortality rates in the world.

As reported in the United Nations Review, "comprehensive death registra-
tion systems are still lacking in many countries, and where such systems are

in opexl-afion, under-registration of deaths is commonly in the order of 50 per-
cent, (1

tion it

Sub-Saharan Africa is marked by a relatively low population demsity in
comparison with other areas of ithe world. Excepting the urban areas, the
Niger delta, Ruanda-Urundi, and small sections of Nyasaland and Uganda, the
over-all density rarely exceeds a figure of twenty-five per square mile, Fur~
thermore, large sections of former French West Africa, Kenya, Tanganyika,
Angola, and South-West Africa are all but uninhabited, largely because of a
shortage of water during much of each year. Iarge tracts of the tropical
rain forest area in former French Equatorial Africa and the Congo are also
thinly populated. (See TABLE No. 1 ~ ARFA, POPUIATION, DENSITY).

Population Trepds

Population increase is now averaging about two percent ammually, Prob-
ably two-fif'ths of the whole population are under 15 years of age. By the
end of the century Africa's population, now estimated at between 240 and 250
million, may have doubled itself, and reached the 500 million merk. If pre-
sent trends continue, this increase will make for still more uneven distribu~
tion; growth is greatest in areas that are already well populated and the
modern African cities.

What are the population trends in Africa? The least one can say is
that most of the demographic data - census reports, sample census surveys,
medical surveys, demographic studies, ete. - have to be accepted with certain
reservations., Iord Hailey has summed up the present situation as follows:
"Censuses taken since the war have made so marked an improvement that they
may be generally regarded as recording an approximately accurate figure of
the population; but it will be necessary to await a second post-war census
before it will be ﬁsible to calculate with any confidence the direction of
population trends,"\2 '

The consensus of opinion among demographers appears to be that, however
uncertain the data on which the figures are based, certain demographic features
widely attributed to African populations are unmistakable, "As an I.L.O.
(International Iabor Organization) report puts it, 'there appears to be, on
the one hand, a very high birth rate and, on the other hand, a death rate
that is also very high but is falling as a J(~§Tult of improvement in hygiene
and in disease prevention and treatment!.”

(1) United Nations Review. Vol. 8, No. 12, December 1961, p. 4.

(2) Hailey, Lord, A.Q.Ail‘i%%,ﬁﬂiﬂ%ﬁzﬁeﬁsed 1956, New York: Qxford
University Press, s D.l42.

(3) Lorimer and Karp. Population in Africa. Boston: Boston University Press,
1960, p. 24.
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Africa thus constitutes an area of potential growth, for, as Doz"ja.hn
points out, "eny factor that decreases mortality, such as improved sanitation,
medical services, or a hl%hsr level of general nu'trlti?n, could trigger a sud-
den population increase.” 1 If the natural rate of increase reaches two per=
cent a year, (a figure already exceeded in some countries), the population will
double itself in the next thirty-five years.

Population Projections

The wvalue of population projections is no longer disputed. 1If a plan
for social and econcmic development is to bave any chance of realistic imple-
mentation, it requires a parallel assessment of the dynamics of population
growth, The growth of world population during the next twenty-five years has
an importance which transcends economic and social consideration.  Decline in
mortality is now an almost universal phenomenon. Parts of sub-Saharan Africa,
bowever, seem to present an exception to this rather general rule. Here it is
uncertain whether modern health measures have had much impact on the high rates
of mortality. Observations and some theoretical considerations lead social
scientists to the view that life expectancy in sub-Sabaran Africa may approach
30 years, bu? §s not very likely to rise much above this figure within the
near future, (2

T?e estimated population, and population projected for all Africe is as
follows:(3)
North Middle Southern
A1l Africa ica ica ica
(m:.i ‘fIll on) (m:Li ‘fﬁon) (m:LE :%Ii on)
1950 199 million 42.7 142 13.9
1975 303 million 76.4 202 244
2000 517 million 147 323 47.1

It is estimated that in all Africa there wes a 52 percent increase in
population in the period 1950-1957, and there will be a 71 percent increase
in the period 1975-2000, (4 (See TABLE No. 7 - ESTIMATES OF THE FUTURE
POPUIATION OF SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 1955-1975 by country).

The density of population per square kilometer of land area in the

(1) Dorjabn. Op.cit., p. 97.

(2) United Nations, The Future h of World Population. Population Studies
No. 28, 1958, p. 3. For a more extensive survey of mortality and
fertility trends, see "World Population Trends", in rt _on the
Forld Social Situation 1957, (United Nations publication,

Sales No. 1957,IV.3), Chapter II, pp.5-27.

(3) 1Ibid., p. 23.
(4) Tbia., p. 23.
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three regions of the African continent has been projected as follows:(l)

DENSITY
ARFA (persons per im)
(thousand km)
1950 1975 2000
Northern Africa 5,820 7.3 12-13 19-28
Middle Africa 21,600 6.6 9-11 13=21
Southern Africa 2,840 4.9 8-9 12-18

The exact meaning of these densities will depend not only on the endow-
ment of the land with physical resources, but to an increasing extent om the
methods and techniques used in the exploitation, transformetion and distribu-
tion of the materials available to meet Iman needs. The use of muclear
energy or plant mutations, or success in attempts to inflwence the weather
may render more hospitable some of the areas where drought, cold or high alti-
tude bave prevented uman settlement, Senitation programs have already made

habitable many of the low-lying areas where previously malarie and other dis-
eases constituted a permanent threat.

Expected changes in age composition Sf all Africa for the period 1950-
1975 are indicated in the following table:(

1220 1260 @ 190

AFRICA
Estimated percentage distribution
of population at various ages
Under 15 42 41 41
15-19 54 55 54
60 and over 4 4 5
Conditions governing the upbringing of children, the entry of young

persons into gainful employment, and the role of the aged in society vary im-
mensely among the different parts of the world. The above division of the
African population into three groups, namely children under 15, adults aged
15-59, and older persons aged 60 and over (admittedly arbitrary) will show
dependency burdens borne by the working populations. In Africa where there
is a close kinship relationship and family responsibility, these figures may
have some meaning,

(1) 1Ibvid., p. 25.
(2) United Nations - Future Growth of World Population, Op. cit., p. 35.




tbat rapid growth of population may complicate the problem of the economic and
social development of underdeveloped countries in three principal ways. First,
it can increase the pressure of population on land that is already densely
settled, and so retard increases in the productivity of agricultural labor.

This effect is seen in many under-developed countries where the density of agri-
cultural population in the cultivated areas is high, although large amounts of
potentially productive land lie unused because of land ownership systems, lack
of capital or techniques to exploit available land, or for other reasons,

Second, accelerating population growth can aggravate the problem of capi-
tal shortage, which is one of the most important obstacles to economic devel-
opment of nearly all under-developed countries. The faster the population
grows, the larger the share of each year's income which must be invested in in-
creasing the stock of productive equipment merely to maintain the existing
level of equipment per worker.

Third, the high birth rates of the under-developed countries create a
heavy load of dependent children for the working population. The percentage
of children under 15 years of age in Africa is generally in the order of 40
percent or more of the total population.

The necessity of supporting so many children puts the workers of these
countries at an added disadvantage in their efforts to save and invest for
economic development., It also complicates the problem of providing the chil-
dren with the education that is essential for social and economic advancement.

(1) United Nations - Report or
Op.cit., pp. 21-24.
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GROVTH OF WORLD POPULATION 1950-1956"")

(in millions and percentages)

. Annual Density
Cm:;:gen‘t —120 1958 rate of Area in  per
d v increase 1,000  sqg.mi.
region (mNJ‘_nlIiblegn) Y] Fmbefon) 1950-58 sq.mi. (1958)
SCUTH AMERICA 112 4.5 134 4.7 2.3 6,871 21
AFRICA 199 8.0 230 8.0 1.8 11,694 21
North Africa 65 2.6 7% 2.6 2.0 3,987 g1
Rest of Africa 133 5.3 154 5.4 1.8 7,707 21
ASTA 1,379 55.3 1,592 56.1 1.8 10,482 153
S.V.Asia 63 2.5 74 2.6 2.4 2,168 3
S.Cent.Asia 4,66 18.7 536 18.8 1.8 1,979 269
S.E.Asia 171 6.9 202 7.0 2.1 1,732 117
Fast Asia 678 27.2 780 27.7 1.8 4,603 168
WORLD POPULATION 2,493 100.0 2,852 100.0 1.7 52,263 54,
Source: gStatistic ear o) ited Nations .

(1) Atlas of the World. New York: D.Van Nostrand Company,Imc. 1961. p. 20.
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(Thousands of persoms)

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA African BEuropean Asian Other Total
Lentral Africa
Belgian Congo 12,698 102 1 - 12,811
Rhodesia and Nyasaland
(Federation of) 6,980 251 - 30 7,260
Northern Fhodesia 2,110 66 7®)  _  21g0
Southern Rhodesia 2,290 178 - 13 2,480
Nyesaland 2,580 7 - 10 2,600
Ruandi-Urundi 4,427 6 - - 4,433
Bast Africa
Ethiopia 20,000 cee .s .o 20,000
Kenya 5,902 58 185(®) 5 6150
Madasgascar 4,846 72 - - 4,918
lbzambique(c) 5,923 66 17(@ 35 6040
10,263 - - - 10,263
Tangeryike 8,329 28 93(®) 6 8456
Uganda 5,527 8 56(b) 1 5,593
ADgOh(c) 4’222 110 - 30 4,362
Cameroons,French Adm, 3,171 16 - - 3,187
French Eguatorial Africa 4,854 24 - 1 4,879
French West Africe 18,842 88 - - 18,930
Ghana 4,684 7 - - 4,691
Nigeria 31,824 10 - - 31,8%
Togoland,French Admin, 1,084 1 - - 1,085

() Including coloured.
(b) Indians and Arabs,
{c) 1955.
(@) Mixed.

Source: United Natims Depa-tment of Ecomnic and Social Affairs -

E/ON. 14/28,1959,p. 13.
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AFRICA -South of the Sahara

Iatest COfficial Estimate

000
Country Year (000) Pcouwlation
Cameroun (1) 7/1/60 4,097
Central African Republic 7/1/60 1,227
Chad 12/31/60 2,675
Congo (Brazzaville) 1/1/59 795
Congo (Leopoldville) 6/30/60 14,150
Dehomey 9/ /61 2,050
Ethiopia 7/1/60 20,000
Gabon 7/1/60 440
Ghana 7/1/61 6,943
Guinea 7/1/60 3,000
Ivory Coast 6/ /61 3,300
Liberia 7/1/60 1,290
Madasgascar (Malagasy) 1/1/61 5,487
Mali 7/1/60 4,100
Mauritania 1/1/59 727
Niger 7/1/60 2,870
Nigeria(2) 7/1/61 35,752
Senegal 8/1/61 2,980
Sierra Leone(3) 7/1/60 2,450
Somalia 7/1/59 1,990
Sudan (4) 1/1/62 12,289
Tanganyika (5) 6/30/61 9,404
Togo 12/ jl/ €0 1, 450
Upper Volta 7/1/60 3,635
ZIERRITORIES AND DEPENDENCIES

France

Comoro Islands 7/1/60 183

French Samaliland 7/1/60 67

Réunion 7/1/60 336
Portugal

Angola 12/31/60 4,833

Cape Verde Islands 12/15/60 202

Mozambique 12/31/60 6,593

Portuguese Guinea 12/31/60 574

Sao Tomd and Principe 12/31/60 64
Spain

Ifod (6) 113%1/60 222

Spanish Equatorial Region

Fernando sz 12/31/60 (63)

Rio Mumni 12/31/60 (183)

(contimed) -



TABLE No. 5
- IL 1, 1962 ntinued
AFRICA - South of the Sahare Latest Oi‘?"égéal Estimate
Country Year Population
Upited Kingdom'
Gembia 7/1/60 28/
Kenya 7/1/61 7,287
Mauritius ex.dependencies 6/30/60 639
Fhodesia and Nyasaland, Fed.of 12/31/60 8,430
Uganda 6/30/61 6,845
Zenzibar and Pemba 7/1/60 307
IRUST TERRITORY
Ruanda-Urundi (Belgien Adm,) 12/31/60 4,941
FORER MANDATED TERRITORY
South-West Africa 9/6/60 525

)

(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)

(6)

Including Southern Camerocons, which was formerly a part of United Nations
Trust Territory of the Cameroons under British Administration and which
became part of the Republic of Cameroun on October 1, 1961.

Including Northern Cemeroons, which was formerly a part of United Nations
Trust Territory of the Cameroons under British Administration, and which
became a province of the Northern Region of Nigeria on June 1, 1961,
Former British dependency, declared independent April 27, 1961.

De ure population.

Formerly a United Nations Trust Territory under British Administration;
declared independent December 9, 1961.

Comprising Provinces of Fernando Poo (which includes Annobon) and
Rio Muni (which includes Corisco and Elobeys).

Source: United Nations ~ Department of Economic and Social Affairs.

Populstion and Vitel Statistics Repari,data available
April 1, 1962, Statistical Papers - Series 4,Vol.XIV,
No.2, 1962.
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Year Number Ratel 000 Hate
per
Country popu-, Number per 1,000
lation(1) PEE W
lation
INDEPFNDENT COUNTRIFS
Cameroun 1957 90,912 28.4 22,567 7.1
Cent.African Rep. 1953 10,300 9.4 ces aee
Congo(Leopoldville) 1959 589,000 43.0 315,000 23.0
Dahomey 1954 36,953 23.1 13,900 9.1
Ghana 1960 33,676 55.8 15,459 25.6
Guinea 1954 ces 62 ves 40
Ivory Coast 1956-58 ces 59 ces 28
Madasgascar 1960 177,000 3.8 66,000 12.2
Mali 1960 56 ces 28
Mauritania 1954 1,365(2) 2.3 ves .
Niger 1854 11,116 4.8 ces .e
Nigeria 1957 Unknown 49.2 . .
Senegal 1954 32,870 1.9 vee ces
Sudan 1955 530,551 51.7 189,881 18.5
Tanganyika 1947 cee Y¥A .es 25
Togo 1955 37,678 35.0 13,768 12.8
Upper Volta 1960-61 ces 49.1 ces 30.6
IERRITORIES AND
DEPENDENCIES
Erance
Comoro Islands 1355 2,335 13.5 1,150 6.9
French Somaliland 1955 1,817 27.6 716 10.9
Réunion 1960 14,623 43.6 3,708 11.1
Portugal
Angola 1959 100,458 2.1 30,733 6.8
Cape Verde Is, 1960 8,954 4.9 3,127 15.7
Mozambique 1959 45,472 7.2 28,570 4.5
Portuguese Guinea 1959 10,290 18.2 6,679 11.8
Sao Tome
and Principe 1959 3,489 53.6 1,350 20.7
Spain
Ifni 1958 1,8%0 36.7 579 11.2
Spanish Equa—
torial Region 1959 4,580 21,2 1,888 8.8

{contimed) -



AFRICA South of the Sahara Rate Rate
Year Number per 1,000 Number per 1,000
Mm‘try U= popu=
:It):l':ion(l) lation(1)
United Kingdog
Kenya 40-50
Mauritius ex,
dependencies 1960 25,307 39.6 7,248 1.3
Northern Rhodesia 1950 56. 32.2
Nyesaland 1953 22,087 9.1 13,76 5.6
Southern Rhodesia 1954 448 14.4
Uganda 1947 42 R 25
Zanzibar and
Pexba, 1960 7,252 23,6 1,72, 5.6
IRIST TERRITCGRY
Ruanda~Urundi
(Belgian Adm,) 1957 49.5 15.4

Source: United Nations - Dept. of Economic erdSocial Affairs. Population and
data available April 1, 1962, Statistical
Office. New York, 1962, Statistical Papers - Series 4, Vol.XIV,

No.2,

(1) Bates: Birth and death rates are the mmber of births or deaths reported
in the specified year, per thousand of the official mid-year
population for the same year.

(2) statistical Papers - October 1, 1961.
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Country 1955 1965 1975
Ethiopia inc, Eritrea 11,600 12,800 14,400
Liberia 1,280 1,370 1,520
Sudan 10,100 10,900 12,200
Angola 4,280 4,730 5,310
Congo(Belgian) 12,600 15,200 17,600
Cameroons (British) 1,500 1,730 1,970
Cameroons (French) 3,150 3,620 4,120
Cape Verde Is. 172 21, 251
French Equatorial Africa 4,680 5,290 5,980
French Somaliland 63 69 79
French West Africa 19,000 21,700 24,700
Gambia 298 323 360
Ghana 4,620 5,340 6,100
Kenye 6,050 7,020 8,030
Madasgascar and Comoro Is. 4,950 5,900 6,810
Mauritius and Dependencies 566 727 855
Mozambique 6,030 6,780 7,660
Nigeria 31,300 36,800 42,300
Rhodesia and Nyasaland 7,070 8,730 10,200
Portuguese Guinea 540 606 684
Reunion 278 326 3%
Ruanda-Urundi 4,280 5,000 5,730
St. Helena and Dep. 5 5 5
Sao Tamé and Principe 58 58 63
Seychelles and Dependencies 38 4é, 51
Sierra Leone 2,100 2,330 2,630
Samaliland(Itelian) 1,280 1,370 1,520
Somaliland Protectorate 523 582 653
Spanish Guinea 207 230 259
Tanganyika 8,320 9,620 11,000
Togoland (French) 1,080 1,250 1,430
Uganda 5,510 6,290 7,140
Zanzibar and Pemba 278 303 338

Totals 153,806 177,257 202,322




The diversity of African cultures and of African reactions to Eurcpean
culture presents a major obstacle to understanding contemporary Africa. To
describe this continent to those who have never seen it is difficuli because
of the temptation to draw gemeralizations thet are valid only for specific
African groups and particular African regioms.

Definition of Culture

What do we mean by culture? One African anthropologist in defining
culture writes that "it refers to the way of life of a people, to their ira-
ditional behavior, in a broad sense, including their ideas, acts, and arti-
facts. Although many definitions of culture have been suggested, differing
in wording and in emphasis, it is generally agreed that these ways of think-
ing and acting are patterned, so that behavior in any society is not haphaze
ard or rendom. Culture, rather than social institutions, is what distin-
guishes man from the rest of the biological world, Culture varies from
to group and from cne period of time to another within any single group." 1

If we are to understand the future of Africa, we must appreciate its
past; and if we are to see the emergent patterns of life, we must kuow the
cultural forces shaping the existence. "For the way of life of a people in
any time and place %s built out of past customs adapted to present circum=—
stances and needs." 2)

One element in culture which is particularly important as we study
Africa, is cultural velues. "In every culture, however primitive in tech-
nology or however crude its circumstances, there are certain things which are
considered especially desirable. The important point about cultursl values
is that they give direction to life. 1Im seek:i.n% g.t‘ter the values of his cul=-
ture, the individual gives meaning to his life,"(3

Sulture Areag

Afrdcan Culture Areas. Anthropologists frequently reduce the tremen-
dous variety of material into practicel units for describing culture areas.
To outline the cultural background in Africa is an enormous task, for Africa
is a huge continent of approximately 11,700,000 square miles,its population
mmbers somewhere around 240 million (1961 estimate),who are divided, at a con-
servative estimate, into at least 2,000 tribal divisions, and who speak arcund
800 different languages. Even restricting our study to Africa south of the
Sahara, and the culture of Negro Africa in particular, the area is of formidable

(1) Bascom, William R. and Herskovits, Melville J. Coptimuity and Change
i . Op.cit., p. 1.

(2) Goldschmidt, Walter. "Culture and Changing Values in Africa®,
States and Africa. New York: The American Assembly, Columbia
University, June 1958, p. 165.

(3) Tbid., pp. 166-167.
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size and of enormous variety and mumber of cultures, perhaps 1,500, and of a
great number of languages. ) The two groupings used frequently by anthropol-
ogists are (1) by geographic areas within which the way of life of the people
who inhabit it are besically similar; and (2) racial groupings.

In Africa south of the Sahara there are seven geographic culture areas.
¥Within any one of these there is considerable difference in the behavior of the
tribal groupings.

In racial origin the peoples of Africa are almost entirely Negroid and
Caucasoid, The oldest inhabitants of central and southern Africa, the forest
Pygmies and the pale-skinned Bushmen and Hottentots, have almost vanished,
same of them absorbed into the Bantu and other groups. The four major racial
groups most frequently referred to are the Negro (the largest group mumerically);
the Pygmies in the forest areas of cemtral Africa; the Nilotes, found parti-
cularly in Ruanda-Urundi, Uganda, and the Eastern Sudan; and the Bushmep and
Hottentots (physically related to each other), who center around the Kalahari
Desert in southern Africa,

Buropean Cultures. As Bascom writes "there is no African culture which
has not been affected in some way by Buropean contact, and there is nome which
has entirely given way before it...Elements from outside have been adapted
to traditional Africen patterns...There is no evidence which supports the
assumption that so often underlies thinking about Africa's future, that African
culture, whether in its religious or other aspects, will shortly and inevitably

disappear. "(2)

Upities in African Lif

There are same factors in the African cultural scene which seem to be
more or less characteristic of the behavior and cultural organizatio? f
almost all the people living south of the Sabara, Alan P. Merriam (3) reviews
a few of these factors.

"1, Ihe Family. The polygamous family exists everywhere in Africa south
of the Sahara. This does not mean that every adult male has two or more wives,
but rather that polygamy tends to be the marriage ideal, and as a marriage sys=
tem, it seems to be highly workable, socially and economically. It is certain-
1y a broad characteristic of African life,

"2, Marriage. Marriage in this area almost always involves bride wealth,
the transfer of economic goods fram the family of the husband to that of the
wife, Much has been made of this system as a means of out-and-out-purchase,
and in some parts of the continent it has degenerated into this kind of prac-
tice. However, bride wealth was the legal sanction for the marriage, with-
out which no marriage could be considered proper. The transfer of econamic
goods from the family of the groom to that of the bride (bride wealth or
lobola as it is sametimes called) seems to be a feature of most marriage

(1) Merriem, Alan P, "The Cultural Background in Africa", Practical
, Vol. 8, No. 6, November-December 1961, pp. 245-249.
(2) Bascom and Herskovits. Op.cit., p. 3.

(3) Merriam, Alan P, Op.cit., pp. 250-251.
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systems in Africe south of the Sahara.

13, Socisl Groupings. Another feature of the African social system
is found in the social groupings which exist between the family on the one
bard, and the clan, on the other., Most Africen groups include such organi-
zations as the extended family which is mede up of a men, his wife or wives,
and their married children and their children - or the lineage, in which all
immediate descendants in the male line over perhaps three generations live in
a cohesive residential unit with their wives and children. (See section on

ion and Ipdustrialization as to the effect indusirialization has on

Irbenization
this social system.)

w,. Religiop. One of the distinctive characteristics of African cul-
tures is the emphasis placed upon the ancestral cult. In nost African
cultures the ancestors are regarded as a functioning part of the envircmment;
they are considered to be interested in the living and 1o be able to influence
the course of current events,..In religion, magic plays an extremely important
part, and divination - the technique of foretelling the future or of discover-
ing otherwise unknown events in life - is widespread...Almost all religious
systems in Africa south of the Sahara involve a camplex philosophical, theo-
logical, and cosmological approach to the problem of man's relationship to
the universe." (See section RELIGIONS IN AFRICA.)

5. Justice. Everywhere in Africa there exist well-planned systems of
administering justice. Legal disputes follow & clear-cut series of moves
through a succession of three higher sets of judicial authority, erimes are
categorized, and punishments are set up to fit the crime.

Merriam notes that two basic values run through almost all African
cultures, The first of these is the principle of formalism, Rank and
position are important in African life and the behaviors toward those of rank
tend to be scrupulously observed.

A second principle in that of indirection, and "perhaps this is best
expressed on the importance of proverbs in African life; things are seemingly
better stated indirectly through metaphor and allusion then directly.m(1l)

Of course, not all of these behaviors, institutions or values are found
in all African cultures, nor are they expressed in precisely the same ways
everywhere they are found. But they do seem to be present and to provide
some unity among the cultures of Afrieca,

Myths About African Cultures

N There are three major myths about African cultures, as reported by
Merriam,

1. mic}a is sn ares of static societies. The thesis that Africa was
an area of static societies which saw little change before the advent of Euro-

pean colonial rule and continues to remain static, "overlooks at least two
cardinal principles known to anthropology: first, that culture is learned,

(1) 1nid., p. 252.
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and can also be un-learned, and that what has been learned can always be modi-
fied and added to; and second, that change is a constant in mman experience,™(1)
Qur attitude is shaped to a considerable degree by the emphasis we put on tech-
nological change in our own culture, such as religion, in which we have held
essentially the same basic tenets for 1900 odd years.

2. Africa has no history. This myth, too, is a misapprehension besed
primarily upon two factors: "(1) our own ignorance of Africa, and (2) the
fact that, since most African languages have not developed systems of writing,
direct and ex’oet(sive histories on the part of the Africans themselves do not
usually exist.” 2 African history can be studied through the use of "archeo=~
logical materials, linguistic relationships, botanical studies, etlmographic
distributional analysis, and traditional oral literature, to say nothing of
the documentation which we possess from early traders and explorers, as well
as the w?a.}th of Arabic archivel material which is only now beginning to be
tapped, "(3 It should be noted in this commection that the Archives Com-
mittee of the African Studies Association is currently considering compiling
and publishing a camprehensive descriptive guide the entire range of Africa-
related documentary materials extant in the U.S.A. 4)

3. African cultures are alike. One of our major errors is the mis-
take of thinking that we can lump all Africa south of the Sehara together and
talk about Africa as though it were a single "country" with a single culture,
Its variety of human expression and inventiveness is one of the most remark-
able things about Africa. One of Africa's greatest problems today is not its
basic cultural similarity but its cultural and linguistic variety.

"In Africa there are patterns which seem to be common to most of the
people. But to talk about Africa as though it were characterized by a single
culture is dangerous. It is the kind of generalization which can lead us in-
to immense difficulties unless we recognize that similarities, as in our own
country, lie along a broad plane, beneath which are found many specific dif-
ferences., "(5)

e e -

In sub-Saharan Africa todey the traditional world often exists side by
side with the new technological society. Western and Asian influences have
penetrated and modified traditional African societies, yet the fundamental
patterns - commmal ties of kinship and tribe, the role of chieftaincy, com-
munal land holdings and farming - comtimue to be essential forces in present-
day life,  Meny of the social and political institutions now emerging in

(1) Ibid., p. 243.

(2) Ibid., p. 243.

(3) Tbid., p. 243.

(4) For details regarding the proposel for compilation of a guide to
unpublished documentation relating to Africa in the U.S., see
African Studies Bulletin, March 1962, and A Guide to Archives
and Manuscripts in the United States, Philip M.Hemer, editor,
(Yale University Press, New Haven, 1961.)

(5) Merriam, Alen P,  Op.cit., p. 244.
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Africa seem to be combinations of native African cultural patterns and insti.
tutions introduced by Eurcpeans or Asians.

"Though each culture has an internal unity, it is everywhere subject
to change...When Western civilization impinges on aboriginal cultl.Jral patterns
the changes come with great suddemmess, and in a generation the life mode of
a people may be completely e}tered. No part of Africa has entirely escaped
the force of Western man,"(1

Need for Development of African Culture

There is the need to develop African culture. If education is to ful-
£111 its many functions satisfactorily, education in Africa must be African;
it must be based on African culture and based on the special requirements of
African progress in all fields. Ghana's Minister of Education made this com-
ment: "Ghana has travelled far from the days when her educationsl system was

patterned in elmost every detail upon the system gf the ruling country, but
we still are a lang way from the desired goal."(2

Richard Greenough adds that the educational systems of the former Buro-
pean countries are now "neither in line with existing African conditions, nor
with the postulates of political independence; they lack in African eyes the
dominant features of an essentially technological age; of the imperatives of
balanced economic development involving rapid industrialization; of the neces-
sary teaching of scientific and technological subjects so as to ensure at
least a groundwork for the training of well-qualified research workers, engie-
neers, se:tesrbista » senlor teachers, economists, financial experts and statis-
ticians,n(3

For the "African Perscnality™ to assert itself, "stress must be laid on
the cultural and social features common to African countries. The countries
of the continent must get to know each other better. An understanding of Afri=-
can custams, languages, psychology and sociology...can do much to help the work
of doctors, demographic experts, statisticians, historians » sociologists and
other specialists. As summed up in the words of a spokesman for Africa:
'The art forms that filled the leisure hours of our fathers must be revived
The old rituals and songs must be enriched with the rhythms of modern drums
and the barmonies of absolute music. The dance and the incantations must be
integrated with the richness of modern drama and the exquisite form of the
ballet, The oral philosophy and history must blossom into a treasure of lit-
erature. The carvings in wood, the models in clay, the bronze creations must

be ?mt!a-? in our schools as distinet comtributions to the world heritage of
art? ¥

(1) Goldschmidt, Walter, ™"Culture and Changing Values in Africa® ,

. The American Assembly, Columbia
University, June 1958, p. 173,

(2) Greenough, Richard. Africa Calls, UNESCO, 1961, p. 34.
(3) 1bdd., p. 35.
(4) 1IMdd., p. 35.
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1o s and ture

The first International Congress of African Culture south of the Sahara,
to be held in Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia in August 1962, in which twenty—fmm

countries of Africa will participate, points ?l?ar]\y to 'bne great importance
of art and music in the life of Africa today.

. The function of the plastic arts in African society can be
better understood if they are classified according to the purpose for which
they were made,

1. Spirit - art forms addressed to the spiritual forces in
heaven and earth and in man, They include charms,

fetishes and statues that are the temporary abiding place
of ancestor spirits,

2. Man - prestige symbols, addressed to the king, nobles or
great men in a family, for example, the commemorative
portrait heads of West Africa.

3. Ritual Display - this looks toward the spirits in its
ritual connotations, at man in its decorative and spiri-
tual qualities. It includes masks and figurines, even
pottery and woven cloth. In many areas the walls of
houses and doorways are covered with designs and symbols
that are not only decorative but have ritual and symbolie
meaning as well,

Roger Fry, eminent British art eritic, says: "The African artist gen-
erally accentuates whatever has spiritual significance without regard for
natural proportions...The head and face receive the most attention because
the artist aims at expressing the vital essence of man...African sculpture
possesses an intense immer life...Negro artists have penetrated more deeply
into the principles which underlie appearance than any other people.™

The style generally is emotional and romantic. Art forms range, in
fact, from abstract to nmaturalistic, with all stages of stylization in be-
tween, from static pose to violent movement, from the simple to the very com-
plex.

Changes have come fram a mumber of sources: from contacts with Euro-
pean and American culture, industrialization and the natural changes bdbrought
about by historical evemts, The most important influence is indepemdence
and a renewed interest in preserving African culture. Museums are being
built and laws are being passed forbidding the export of velusble art ob-
Jects.

Music, Music plays a part in all aspects of culture.(2) The village

(1) For a further report of the arts of sub~Saharan Africa, see background
paper “Ghangmg Attltudes Toward Art in Trans:Ltzonal Afrlca" : 0¥
Roy Sieber, X ited S and tie
Eighth Nationa Gani‘.,U. . Nationa Canm. Tor 1
22-26,1961.

(2) For a further discussion of African msic, see background pa
*The Music of Africa", by Alan P.Merriam, Mm_ggg__gj?rm@

&&W- Eighth National Conference, U.S.

National Commission for UNESCO,Boston, October 22-26, 196€1.
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sings of birth berty rites, the payment of dowry, marriage and
ﬁﬁ;fn o sings of the umt, of catile, of bis struggle with the soil. In
the cities cabaret music reflects the effects of industrialization and of the
sew poney econamy on human relationships, the fear of material loss, "success"
in terms of money and status., Songs are the preservers and nar:gators of hisg-
tory in many areas. They are also used to spread news and gossip, They ex-
ercise social control and have often been employed to pillory a government
official who has outraged the ethics of the cammunity. Musical activities
are engaged in by the whole cammnity, where most people can sing or play an
instrment and participate.

Commmunication through music and rhythm, such as occurs with the well-
¥nown "alking drums™ of Nigeria, is possible only because most African lan-
guages are tonal, rising or falling inflections give different meanings to the
came word, and music is based on the language. As Mr.Joseph Kyagambiddwa of
Buganda stetes it: "An Africen music is simply the offering of the people's
language...each African language is tuned to a certain fitting scale. Thus
it is necessary for a person trying to master an Africen music to become famile-
iar with the language first.™

The importance of rhythm is unquestioned. Wind and stringed instruments
are as widely used as drums. In West Africa, central and southern Africa, the
popular instruments seem to vary with the raw materials availeble: in wooded
areas, drums and xylophones; in swampy areas, reed flutes; in towns and cities,
guitars and comcertinas.

Western and Islamic pressures influence itraditional African music. The
Iglamic influence is stronger in East Africa and dominant in the North, The
missionary has perhaps been most influential in the past; one of the major
problems raised is the use of African music in Christian worship, A few mis-
sionaries have been able to inspire the use of indigenous music in a creative

Way.

Urbenization, as well as the use of radio and the phonograph, are power-
ful factors in effecting change., Latin American music especially, which con-
tains rhythms that are essentially African, is being received with enthusiasm,
The influence of African tribal styles upon one another is also strengthened
through close contact in urban centers and through radio.

The Church from the west has rejected and ignored the cultures of the
countries of Africa, substituting Western art, architecture and music, and
labeling them Christian. Any program for restoring the indigenous arts to
their rightful place in worship must be based on knowledge and a humble and
painstaking study of African culture. There are a number of centers and in-
dividuals, Romen Catholics and Protestants, missionaries and laymen, engaged
in such studies at the present time.

Graham Hyslop, an Englishmen comnected with the Department of Community
Development, has been doing outstanding work in music and drama at Kenya's
center for adult education near Nairobi. At the University College of East
Africa neer Makere, Uganda, is a School of Fine Arts founded over twenty years
ego by Margaret Trowell, an English artist and art critic. Commissions from
both Catholic and Protestant churches have been carried out by students of
this school, now under Africen leadership. In Southern Rhodesia the Rhodes
National Gellery is sponsoring the first all-Africa Congress of Art and
Music described earlier.



33

Western and Asian influences have penetrated and modified traditional
African societies in almost every area of sub-Saharan Africa. Yet, despite
nearly 100 years of European control, the fundamental patterns of African
society = cammunal ties of kinship and tribe, the role of chieftaincy, com-
munal land holdings and farming - contimue to be essential forces in the pre~
sent~-day life,

Colonialism

It was not until the 1950's that the "winds of change™ began to bring
independence to the fifty colonies, territories, protectorates and other de-
pendencies of Africa. (See GUIDE TO AFRICAN COUNTRIES 1961).

The nineteenth century was characterized by an arbitrary partitioning
of Africa among the European powers of Britain, France, Germany, Portugal,
Italy and Belgium, Before 1955, four-fifths of Africa'’s population lived
under European rule; now, nearly four-fifths live in independent states.

This period of European dominance, brief though it was for most of Africa,

has given this continent a heritage or a patiern of institutions and habits
derived from the various ruling powers. For most Africans, this means either
a British, Belgian or a French pattern. Outside the Arab countries, the
African languages are so numerous and mostly confined to small areas that the
new independent states use either English or French as their main political

languages.

In order to understand contemporary Africa, we will have a brief look
at the polieies of th? colonial powers which have helped to shape so much of
sub-Saharan Africa. {1

British policy and practices have stressed the individuality of each
African territory. Consequently, even though Britain introduced similar
parliamentary institutions into all territories under British rule, each one
has developed distinet legislative and executive bodies, laws, financial and
administrative systems. The intention was to eventually make each country

self=-governing.

French policy has stressed legal, political and constitutional bonds
between France and its African territories. The adoption of French culture
rather than self-govermment was the goal of French policy.

Belgian policy, on the other hand, was to establish a system of pater-
nalism through long-range and carefully planned programs, and developing the

(1) For a further discussion of colonialism in tropical Africa and its
effect on the African people, see Chepter 9, "Africa Stands Up,"
H , by Jack Woddis, New York:

The Citadel Press, 1960.
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econonic resources of this vast territory. Under the auspices of the Belgian
govermment, roads, port facilities, railroads, and cities have been built.
However, the Africans enjoyed 1little social or political freedam. They were
glven alrmost no opportunities for higher education.

Portuguese and Spanish policies have been the least flexible of all.
Constitutionally, both govermments regard their overseas territories as an
integral part of the mother country, and therefore, they oppose self-govern-
ment, At present Africans in Portuguese and Spanish territories receive few
opportunities for secondary education,

"Africans have not remained passive under the Western impact. Individu-
ally and collectively, they have responded to new forms of education, new eco-
nomic activities, and new weys of engaging in polities. This response has
been two-fold: ideologically, it has asserted the fundamental equality and dig-
nity of the Africans., Politically, it has demanded freedom and an end to
inequality in politi(za.}, legal, and constitutional relations with European
powers or settlers,” 1

From the the fterritories established by BEuropean govermments have
emerged the contemporary states and countries of sub-Sabaran Africa. These
states now have developed distinct commnication systems and administrative
organizations, Furthermore, the economic and social development which has
taken place in these countries has given each a sense of national history.
Africans are beginning to think and act as Ghanaians, Kenyans, or Nigerians,

Writers of African affairs warn us against generalizing about African
states. "The concept of territorial manhocd has not existed in some of Afri-
ca's territories, and is not yet created.™2) Africans are searching for
national, regional or federated arrangements which can unite multi-tribal so-
cieties under single govermments. Nationhood, self-govermment , and inde-
pendence are rapidly being achieved. This, too, "brings Africans a new con-
fidence and exhilaration, They recognize that political independence alone
does not insure the existence of a developing and stable state; that the
prospects for democratic goverrment throughout Africa depend in large measure
on whether African leaders can forge a sense of national allegiance , develop
ecanngs self-sufficiency, and give their people a higher standard of 1liv=-
ing."

Rupert Emerson, Professor of Government at Harvard University, states
that "tribelism may seem to be the single most serious obstacle to nation-
building in Africa, but there are a number of other complications which must
be taken into account...One characteristic which is common to all of them is
that each country is profoundly divided within itself. One line of division
«..is the presence within virtually all of the states or colonies of different

(1) Rosberg, Carl G. Africa and the World Today. Foreign Relations Series,
The North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools ,1960.
pl 28.

(2) 10id., p. 24.

(3) Ivid., p. 3L.
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religions, notably Islam and Christianity, each often represented by different
sects, and the indigenous African religions,m™(1)

Another obstacle, "a more distinctively African form of fragmentatiom...
is the inordirately large gap between the relatively few Africans who have
come to intimete acquaintance with the Western world and its ways, and the mass
winich continues in some reasonably close approximation of the traditionmal life
of the bush...The evergrowing body of city dwellers embraces the bulk of these
people, who are 10 be found at some point on the scale of transition from the
older African world to the new world which stems from the West. It is the more
westernized...wno have been the spearhead of the natiomal movements and who
have directed the new governments as the colonial regimes came to an end..."(z)

Furthermore, Emerson writes, ™unless econamic development is speeded up
well beyond what now seems likely, another potential source of very serious
trouble is the growing mmber of young school-leevers wko have not had enough
education to qualify for higher employments, who refuse to go back to the farms
and look down on manual labor, and whc( gan perhaps find no occupation at &ll or
certainly none acceptable to them,.."(3

Pan-Africanism is also considered a problem of nation building, "In
its fullest political version Pan-Africanism would over-ride tribes, colonies
and nations to establish an African federation embracing everything from the
Mediterranean to the Cepe, but it is hard to believe that anyone can take
seriously this version which can be no more than the dream of a’distamnt future
...C0ne barrier to entry into Pan-African unions of cme or another dimension
are the very humsn failings of jealous rivalry betwee? %eaders and disputes be~
tween states, often concerning territorial issues..."{4

"One great service which Pan-Africanism is rendering and which finds no
Place in formal documents or institutions is to furnish a pretext and a myth
for the African leaders to come to Xnow each other after a long and artificial
separation...In finding their own level the Africans are f‘oming new friend-
ships and animosities, new alliances and belances of power..."( )

Sino-Soviet Activities

Communism in Africa has became a major international issue, now that
the Soviet bloc and mainland China have succeeded in gaining important foot-
holds in Africa. Their cultur?%)envoys, trade missions, and technicians are

moving in at every opportunity.

(1) Emerson, Rupert. "Crucial Problems Involved in Nation-Building in Africa,”

Ine Journal of Neero Fducation, Vol. XXX, No. 3, Summer 1961, p. 201.

(2) Ivid., p. 201.

(3) Tbid., p. 202.

(4) Ibid., p. 204.

(5) Ibid., pp. 204~205.

(6) For a further treatment of this problem, see article by Walter Z.Laqueur,
"Commnism and Nationalism in Tropical Africa", Foreign Affsirs
quarterly, Vol. 39, No. 4, July 1961, pp. 610-621.
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"Today, Soviet bloc countries are expanding their activities not only
ty loans, such as the $100 million loan to Ethiopia, but also by means of
radioc broedcasts beamed to Africa, scholarships to Africans to study in Moscow,
and support for Pan-Africanism and organizations such as the Afro-Asian solidar-
ity conferences. Moreover, in Russia there is a growing interest in African
affairs, and organized African research has greatly increased."(1)

A good many writers remind us to keep in mind that "the drive of nation-
alism and the quest for a more rewarding life have not been caused by Communism,
Nor is the Sino-Soviet bloc responsible for all intra- and inter-state tensions
emong African nations. But Communists do exploit situations in which disorder
and instability prevail, and Commmists do seek to expand the power and influ-
ence of the Soviet bloc whenever opportunities exist."(2

G. Memmen Williams, Assistant Secretary of State, completing a visit to
Africa in May 1962, made this statement, " I think that no African leader is
going to became a Commmist, for many reasons. One is that the Africans are
s0 imbued with their own sense of independence that they are going to be inde~
pendent of Russia, independent of the United States, and so on, as far as acti-
al dominance is concerned, Another reason is that most African leaders want
10 be leaders beyond their own countries. They are never going to be leaders
beyond the:'(r own countries if they seem to be daminated by any non-African
interest.” 3)

Dr. James H.Robinson, writing for Ihe Christijan Centuyry, comments that
"o one knows the extent of the communist movement in Africa with any certain-
ty, but it has raised its troublesome head in many places, and one of its prime
targets is the missionary effort. Commnism's growth and spread in Africa is
difficult to determine for three main reasoms. First, it is not the nature of
commmnism to advertise its origin and its tactics of infiltration, and it de-
liberately seeks to confuse the issues. Second, it comes to Africa in many
guises, making common cause with legitimate grievances and aspirations. Third,
it can easily be confused with African tribel collectivism, which in itself is
not communism. The breakdown of real coammmnication between Buropeans and Afri-
cans has built an almost impregnable barrier. Communism accomodates its tac-
tics 'b?zjhe situation in which it operates, but it has only one ultimate end in
view."

Dr. Robinson states further that "perhaps the Commmists! major effort
is geared toward winning the minds or at least influencing the thinking of the
rising generation - and that means not only the young people in Africa itself
but also the thousands of young Africans in BEurope,Asia and the Americas.

The Caristian missionary movement comes nowhere near the communists in its ef-
fort to win Africa's future leaders - and whoever wins them wins Africa,"(5)

21) Rosberg, Carl G. Africa and the World Today. Op.cit., p. 56.
2) Ibid., p. 56.
(3) Interview with G.Mermen Williams, Assistant Secretary of State, as
reported in U,0, News and World Report, June 4, 1962, p. 76.
(4) Robinson, Jemes H. "Christianity and Revolution in Africa",
The Chrigtian Century, 1956 (Reprint, p. 8).
(5) Ivid., p. 9.
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The countries of Africa are among the least developed of the world. Dur-
ing the coloniel period each territory was part of a wider economic entity.
African countries were producers of raw materials for a larger economic commune
ity; finished goods were imported; internal itrade and local production to meet
local needs were developed on a limited secale, Until recently, the African
participated in the market sector of his couniry's economy almost exclusively
as a small trader, leborer, or clerk, Meanwhile, the great mass of Africans,
somewhere in the neighborhood of 76-30 percent, still live at subsistence level,
producing enough food and clothing to meet their own requiremenits and for lim-
ited barter with their neighbors.

If the African countries are to be able to meet their new responsibili-
ties, to take care of anticipated increases of population, and yet meet the
growing popular expectation for a better way of life, a rapid expansion of
economic growth is essential. The tremendous social and economic problems
which confront the new African nations today require bold and imaginative poli-
cies, African leaders have begun to expand commercial agriculture;local in-
dustries and processing plants are being established in a mumber of countries,
whereby a market ecomomy can gradually develop. Governments also are spend=-
ing large sums of money in their d?vslopment plans for educational expansiom,
urben housing, and communications. {1 ‘

Econgmic Weaknesses

1. Sinsle Crop Ecopnomy. Africa’s agricultural ecomomy, for exsmple,
depends on a small mumber of export cash crops. Ghana depends on cocoa for
about 80 percent of its revemue; Liberia about 70 percent on rubber; Ethiopia
and Eritrea approximately 60 percent on coffee; Nigeria about 68 percent on
cocoa, peamuts, and palm products; Scmalia over 60 percemt om fresh fruits
and nuts; Sudan about 60 percent on cotton; and Cameroun about 67 percent omn
cocoa and coffee, Such an economy is weak in that a crop, the mainstay of a
country's economy, can virtuelly be wiped out by one blight or a bad year.
Furthermore, these countries have only limited internal markets. They must
depend almost entirely upon world commodity prices for their revemue, and if,
for example, the world price of cocoa should drop considerably, Ghana would
forfeit its major source of income.

2. Sipgle Mineral Export. Countries with an abundant supply of mineral
resources do not face quite such serious problems as those states with agricul-
tural economies. Copper, lead, diamonds, manganese, cobalt, alumimm, uranium,
and other sirategic materials are in large demand, They provide a major source
of revenue for rapidly developing industrial ecomomies of southern Africa. Iron
ore and bauxite have been found in West Africa, and the Sahara Desert is a po-
tential source of oil.

Nevertheless, countries which depend upon a single mineral export are

(1) PFor a further discussion of economic development, see
¥est by Arnold Rivkin, New York: Frederick A, Praeger, 1962.
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in the same situation as single crop economies, for they, too, are dependent
upon world commodity prices, For example, the main export of North and South
Rhodesia is copper. Thus the revemue Rhodesian indusiries receive depends

upon the going price of copper in the world market,

3. A Subsistence Ecopomy. Another sericus weakness in African agricul-
tural ecomomies is the fact that large portions of the population are still en-
gaged in subsistence agriculture. Such production does not add to the quanti-
ty of goods aveilable for export, nor do subsistence farmers contribute a local
market for industry,

Merely switching fram a subsistence economy to cash cropping will not
result in high economic development or provide food for the increasing nmumbers

ed in towns and industries. At present, commercial agriculture remains
at a low level of production. Few modern forms of technology or mechaniza-
tion have been adopted. Farms are small and the advantages of efficient and
econcmical operation generally characteristic of large-scale farming have not
been available., Consequently, per capita productivity and per capita income
remain low. Ghana, for example, with one of the most prosperous econamies,
bhas a per capita incame of omly about $194 per year. (See TABLE No. 9
NATIONAL AND PER CAPITA INCOME OF SELECTED COUNTRIES).

gck of Transportation and munications ms. Econamic develop-
ment also depends upon basic utilities and services., Many of Africa's new
states lack good roads or transportation systems, Commmication systems are
generally inedequate, and electric power has only begun to be widely available.

5. Illiterscy. A major deficiency in most African countries is that
only a small portion of the population is literate or has at best a primary
education., Qualified menpower and persomnel at all levels are needed to meet
national requirements for economic growth. African states are handicapped not
only by an insufficient mmber of educated leaders, skilled artisans, and mana-
gers, but they also lack an effective, locally recruited civil service., Many
new African states have had to retein or hire European administrators. A well~
trained and competent administrative staff provides an important basis for
national stability,

Zcopomic Regources

Since Africa still remains largely underdeveloped, it is not as yet pos-
sible to know the full potential of its natural resources. The resources
vhich form a major part of the African economy are: agriculture , minerals,
and forests,

Agriculture. Although Africa is basically an agricultural comtinent,
soil and rainfall inadequacies are major obstacles to agricultural productiv-
ity. It bas been estimated that only fifteen percent of the continent has
conditions favorable for agriculture - climate, soil, rainfall, absence of
tsetse fly, ete.

Mingrals. Although Africa is presently poor in agricultural resources R
its mineral resources are believed to be enormous. Africa is the major sup-
Plier of the world's diamonds and gold. Other strategic materials supplied
include copper, asbestos, lead and manganese from southern Africa; cobalt and
ferro~alloys from Congo; and manganese, hardwood logs, and iron ore fram
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West Africa, Aluminmm, uranium, and bauxite are alsc found in atundani quan-
tities.

Mining is carried on in most parts of Africa, with the notable exception
of countries in the eastern regior of the con‘b:.nent. The major producers are
in central and southern Africa: Congo, the Federaiion of Erodesia and MNyasa-
land, South-West Africa and the Republic of Soutn Africa, In 1955-57 these
countrn.es collectively accounted for 76 percent of the gross value of mineral
output in Africa. (1)

Expansion in mineral production has been due to a variety of factors;
(1) the increase in the mmber of persons participating in mining, for example,
dismond-mining in West Africa; (2) improvements in mining tecimiques, general-
ly involving increased mechanization. The rate of expansion has also teen, in
part, determined by factors ocutside the mining operation. For example, the
lack of transport links for the extraction of the ore to port, or the existence
of inadequate transport facilities, will 1limit produetion. In some instances,
mining campanies have constructed their own rail linxs, as in Sierra Leone and
Liberia; in others, as, for example, in the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa-
land, they have assisted in financing the expansion of rail facilities,

As diemonds are most frequenily associated with Africa, it is well for
us to give a few facts, as reported in 1961, The largest producer is the
former Belgian Congo which, under normal conditions, has an output of beiween
16 and 17,000,000 carats, Ghana is the second largest producer, with an out-
put of same 3,000,000 carats. About 90 percent of Ghana's diamond output,
worth more than $24,000,000 in 1959, consists of industrial stones, Sierra
Leone, reputedly producing about one-quarter of the world's entire gem output,
in 1960 exported diamonds valued at 063‘ $42,000,000 vhile Tanganyika shipped
out 536,000 carats worth $12, 800,000,

Forests, Africa has large forest areas - about 21 percent of the
world's total. However, the contribution of forestry production to the money
econamy is small. Approximately 65 percent of the forest areas in Africa
are classified as inaccessible, while in many of the areas more easily reached,
output has had to be restricted in order to awvoid disappearance of the more
valuable species,

Lack of adequate logging, transport and other basic facilities, and
scarcity of labor limit penetration into areas not readily accessible. Des-
pite Africa's large forest resources, it remains a net importer of forest
products, such as plywood, pulp, paper and paperboard and fibreboard. Exports
consist mainly of logs, the principal exporting countries being Congo, French
Bguatorial ca, Chana and Nigeria. (See TABLE No. 8  LEADING PRODUCIS
AND TRADE).

(1) Por further information and tables, see United Nations - Ecopomic Sur-
Yev of Afrdca since 1950. Op.cit., pp. 115-126,

(2) Africa Report, Vol.6, No. 10, November 1961, p. 2.

(3) For a further review of the importance of forestry, see Lord Hailey,
Ap Afrdicen Survey (1956), Chapter XIII.



Andusirializetion
No extensive industrialization has as yet taken place in s ”?—-.?a.bam
Africa,  The United Nations Ecopomic Survey of Africa since 1990'"/ reports

that the cevelopment of manufacturing indusiries on a region-wide basis cannot
be accurately assessed because of limitations arising from the statistics.

The most widespread industries comprise food, beverages, tobacco, textiles
and apparel. The develcpment of the production of building materials, espe-
cially cement and bricks, has been associated with the expansion of construc-
tion in the growing urban centers. In certain countries and territories
where manufacturing is still in the process of development, factors such as
high transport costs, shortages of technical skills and lack of stancdardiza-
tion of production in various branches of industry have resulted in small-
scale units of production.

Aficen Igbor

Africans have for many years supplied the unskilled labor of commerce
and industry. With the industrial development in recent years, the% have
also supplied a large percentage of the semi-skilled labor. Kimble 2
ports that this is particularly true of such countries as Ghana and Nigeria.
Even in such countries as Kenya, Southern Rhodesia and Congo, "it is not un-
common to find Africans doing much of the small shopkeeping and all of the
machine-minding." He reports further that "as more and more countries come
of age politicelly and the facilities for technical training increase, this
trend will become Africa-wide.™ It has been only since 1960 that'the *color!
test of employability wes dropped in the mines of the Northern Rhodesia Copper-
belt; henceforth, skill is the only test, and the mine owners have announced
that no man shall lack opportunity to acquire any technical skill he desires.”

However, at the higher job levels (supervisor or manager), the path to
Africanize industry is still beset with obstacles. The reasons are, "the
foreign ownership of large-scale enterprises of all kinds, the reluctance of
many Africans to take responsibility for things that go wrong, and the equal~
ly marked reluctance of many Eurcopeans and other non—Afrlca.?s to give their

employees the chance to learn how to supervise and manage.

hmg_%gmm S.D. Neumark, in his report to a seminar on
African affairs, indicates that "the phenomenon of migrant labor in
Africa is closely related to the comparative lack of transport and marketing
facilities, since workers can travel great distances on foot where little

else may reach the market. (Nowadays they travel by air.) Thus the ex-
port of labor, in a to-and-fro migration pattern, from remote and least

(1) United Nations - Economic Survey of Africs sipce 1950. Op.cit., p. 134.
(2) Kimble, George H. [Iropical Africa, New York: Foreign Policy

Association Headline Series, No. 147, May-June 1961, pp. 19-20,

(3) 1Ibid., p. 20.

(4) Neumark, S.D. "Population Trends in Relation to Agriculture and Rural
Soc:.ety " report made to & Seminar held at Boston University,
Population in Africa, (Frank Lorimer and Mark Karp, eds.)

Boston University Press: 1960, p. 27.
For a further review of the problems of labor, migration of labor, wages,

end the Trade Union System, see Lord Hailey, An African Survey (1956),
Chapter XX,
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developed areas to market points, has become for many areas in Africa the
most significent form of exchange with the outside world. The other alterna-
tive, of course, is migration to areas with more favoratle transportetion fa-
cilities.”

Iord Hailey in his _é.&_i_gm_ﬂ:gm(l) reports that in Northern Rhodesia,
according to the 1955 Labor Department Report, more than twenty-two percent of
all African labor employed in the mines and in other commercial undertakings
were migrant workers from Tanganyika, Angola and Nyasalangd "The chief ex=-
port of Nyasaland in the past fifty years has been men," 2

A number of reasons have been given for migration: (1) to obtain the
money needed to buy clothes or other goods; (2) the impoverishment of the
peasantry, supplemented by the poll tax; (3) other economic reasons, such as
the desire to purchase cattle or a bicycle or some other particular coammodity,
have also been given,

The African econamy is still a colonial economy, and an "essential fac-
tor in this economy is the African worker-peasant, the circulating or wander-
ing African, moving constantly from village to town, from field toc mine. He
does not leave the land to gettle in the town, but lives a rootless, vacil-
lating life, forever uprooting himself to leave his home to seek work, or
abandor(z%z)xg his work on European farm or in European mine or factory to return
home, "

Iabor Turnover. Associated with labor migration is the problem of
labor turnover. As reviewed by Woddis, "figures for Nairobi in 1953 showed
that forty-eight percent of the workers had less than one year's service in
the undertakings in which they were employed at the time of the survey...An in-
investigation into Uganda totacco factories (1956) showed that, for a six-month
period...the mopthly turnover was 7.6 percemt,.,"{4

"But this is by no means the whole story. The European employers, es=-
pecially in mining and sgriculture...maintains a system of short-term contracts.
On such an employment basis, the African worker is usually unable to bring his
family with him when he comes to work for a European campany. It is inevi-
table that he will not stay away from his native village longer than is abso-
lutely necessary. In addition it is vital for the African to have some
security in case of loss of employment, or illness. Thus he strives toc keep
one foot on the land, to maintain ?1§ rights in tribal land tenure, and this
necessitates his constant return."(?

Woddis indicates that "the policy frequently advocated in official and
semi-official studies is the gradual ebolition of the migrant-labor system and
its replacement by a permanent, stabilized, urbanized working class which has

(1) Hailey, Iord. An African Survey (revised 1956). New York: Qxford
University Press,1957,p. 1380.

(2) Read, Dr.Margaret. "Migrant Labour in Africae," Ini i
Beview, June 1942, XIV, No. 6, p. 606, as cited by Jack Woddis,

Africa = The Roots of B&El p. 87
(3) Woddis, Jack., Africa — Tne M of El_e_ 1t. New York: The Citadel

Press, p. 93. For a further discussion of the migration problem,
see Chapter 4, "The Wandering African,” Op.cit.

(4) Ibid., p. 9.

(5) Ibvid., pp. 100-101.
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severed its ties for good =with subsistence farming; and, as a counterpart to
this, the forcitle breakup of the African commmal—lgnd-»hold:.ng system and
it5 replacement by individual freehold, with the buying and selling of land.
Though toth these ideas nave been advocated with gromng freguenc_:y for at
least twenty years, migrant l?bgr, far from declining, is maintained and even
growing in most territories.” 1

Jransportation

"To te without transport is to be without trade; to be without trade is
to be without money; and without money it is idle to talk of'material devel-
opment! ."(%1 Within recent years African countries have been increasing their
trade, putting sizeable sums of money into developmental work of all kinds,
such as road and reil building. The primary emphasis today is on the opening
up of the region itself. Surface links are being forged between the interior
and the coast; vital air links are being established between almost every large
city and the cities of Europe, Asia and North America. The African is inter-
ested in transportation that gives him wider scope for his skills, makes him
a more effective producer of goods and, most of all, puts him within reach of
the local market.

lord Hailey, in his study, recognized that "the local market is the
nost potent agency for stimulating agricultural production and for encouraging
the specialization which is essential for the creation of local crafts or in-
dustries...There seems t0o be no other type of development which can effect so
speedy a change in the economic or social conditions of a backward coun'bry."(3)

The present trend, therefore, is toward more and better roads. "Useful
as the railways and the airlines are to the African, they are essentially
long~distance baulers, whereas most of his concerns - such as the shipping of
surplus crops to the nearest point of sale, the buying of a shirt, the search
for work and the visiting of kin - are local, For these the road serves him
best. It is accommodating and campanionable, = And, on the whole, it is
more economical to build and keep in repair."(4) "Many of the local roads are
51111 no better than farm tracks, elmost impassable in the wet season and deep
in dust in the dry. However, as the volume of local trading increases, more
road users are able to purchase bicycles, cars and trucks that cal% for better-
engineered, all-weather pavements and their better maintenance, " (5

erel tri tenti

Indicators of total economic activity are now available for twenty-one
countries, together comprising more than 85 percent of the total population
of Africa. (See TABLE No. 9 NATIONAL AND PER CAPITA INCQME OF SELECTED
COUNTRIES). The prospect of the continuance of the world demand for African
primary products is still good. “However. it must be realized that the

(1) 1Ibid., p. 103,

(2) Kimble, H.T. ZIropicel Africa. Foreign Policy Headline Series, No. 147,
Op.cit., p. 25.
(3) Hailey, Lord. An African Survey (Revised) Op.cit., Chapter XXIII-

"Iransport and Communications",

(4) Kimble. Tropicel Africa. (Headline Series) Op.cit., p. 26.
(5) Tbid., p. 27. ’
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average African is still very poor and very unproductive by stancards of the
nore advanced countries with whom he must trade. As a result of this low
produetivity, the opportunities open to nim are few and his advance is slow.
YMost Africen economies are still dependent on a small e of exporis, highly
vulnerable to fluctuations in world markst conditions.,' r?.ng

The attention of the new African goverrments is now conzenbtrated on
measures designed to raise the African standard of 1iv::_ng rather than export
trade and the return on invested capital. Kimble camments, "If there is one
thing on which the new African leaders are generally agreed, it is that the
commercial and industrial potential of their countries should, from now omn,
be developed primarily for the benefit of the inhabitants, and that one of the
best ways of securing this end is by legislation...The leaders of these coun-
tries know thait money is needed, ? :S.ess than laws, to give life to a business
or industry and to keep it a.llve "

Looking to the future, there are a number of obstacles to the rapid im-
provement of economic levels: (1) population increases at a rate which in it-
self is sufficient to outweigh any advantages to be derived from increased
productivity; (2) a rise in tne standard of living must be based on the im-
provement of agricultural techniques, including the conservation of the soil,
improving animel husbandry and the use of pastoral lands; (3) there is a
need for a continuous inerease in the part played by the general population
in industrial production. To advance an industrial econamy, it will be neces-
sary to increase the growth of the small industries on which even simpler so-
cieties largely depend for the satisfaction of their day-to-day needs.

The demand for consumer goods of all kinds increases as incomes increase.
"Even an income of $100 a year is enough to put a man in the market for clothes
and footwear, camned foods, beverages, toiletries, correspondence materials,
medicines and (if he can buy them on time) a bieycle and a sewing machine. A
per capita income of $250 or more makes him a potential buyer for many other
things, such as chinaware, pots and pans, a bedstead, a table, chairs and
draperies, a 15 dio, phonograph and watch - not to mention extra clothes and
foodstuffs.“( At the moment it is cheaper to buy automobiles and ice-boxes
through the import house than the domestic factory. However, as time goes by,
more and more of these goods are certain to be mamufactured locally, for the
possession of industries of all kxinds holds a high place in the "hierarchy
of material status symbols! of almost every African country.

Lord Hailey points out that it is through the activities of the small
industries, and "the accumilation of the investments of the small capitalists,
that larger industries may be expected to rise...There will remain, however,
one crucial question to which time alone can supply an answer. It is impos-
sible to predict what concepts of econamy will appeal to the class of Africans
who are now acquiring political authority...The African has entered the modern
econcmic drama with a very differemt background from that of the Furopean, and
he may prove to have a rendering of the role of 'economic' man which may.

(1) Beiley, Lord. An African Survey (Revised) Op.cit., p. 1353. For a
further discussion of the economic development in Africa, stan-
dards of living, economic programs and the future of indigenous
development, see Chapters XVIII and XIX.

(2) Kimble. Tropical Africa. (Headline Serdies) Op.cit., p. 22.

(3)- Ibid., pp. 23-24.
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Jiffar from the vercions acespted In the past.“(l)

The social obstacles can be roughly classified under three main head-
ings: popwlatiorn, instlitutional, and individual factors. An econcmically
under-developed country of small population is at a disadvantage as far as
economic growth is concernmed, It is less likely to approach economic self-
sufficiency and must lean more heavily on exporis than a large country.

tversificetion of incdustry and egriculture, including the establishment of
diversified emall industries for procassing agricultural products, as well
ac the production of foods now imporied, is an important economic objective,
out It can be carried o :5' so far when the population is limited to two or
ihree million or less,"\2

Purthermore, EBuropean nations moved into the phase of industrial growth
in the nineteenth century with a quite different historical background of so-
cial and political institutions and cultural systems from those of Africa
today. We cannot assume that the less developed countries of Africa will or
should go through the same institutional changes that Europe or the United
States went through in the early stege of industrialization. Each country

has a unique problem in builcing its future out of its own past.

Social institutions affect economic growth to a large extent through
teeir influence or control over the abilities, attitudes and energies of in-
dividuals as these bear on econcmic production. As far as the question of
abilities is concerned, this is essentially a matter of education and train-
ing, The question of attitudes or motivations of the individual, as these
affect economic development, is more subtle and evasive,

Jack Woddis makes this remark: "In none of the numerous studies made
on African efficiency and productivity has any author thought it necessary to
answer ‘the question, 'Why should the Africen increase his productivity?!
After all is said and done, what is he working for? Who is going to get the
benefit of his increased productivity?...The African is not really free, as
in Vestern cepitalist countries, to sell his labor power to the highest bid-
der; he is compelled by legal, physical and economic pressures to work for
starvation wages for a foreign exploiter. Such conditions of labor are
bound to result in low productivity. Once the African worker is fully lib-
erated from bondage he will perform wonders of skill and effort."(3)

V. L, Allen, a lecturer in Industrial Economics at Leeds University,
writes that "there are physical as well as cultural factors which make it
dgifficult for African workers to maintain a sustained working pace. Many of
them simply do not get emough to eat. Yet these factors are often ignored
by employers. The workers, in consequence, are designated as lazy...and
are subjected to a discipline that has mz sounterpart in tribel life, except,
perhaps, in cases of tribal damination,™(4

(1) Hailey, Lord. An Africap Survey.(Revised) 1961. Op.cit., p. 1356.
(2) United Nations -~ Report on the World Social Situation 1961. op.cit.,p. 26.
(3) Woddis, Jack.  Africa - Roots of Revolt. Op.cit., pp. 180-181.

(4) Allen, V.L.  "East African Workers in Transitiom,” Africa Today,
June 1962, p. 5.



45

2 -
. - ™ S -

ST ODNNNNS ™M

(s}
St NN N

[+

&
o

N“NW\\T\?RNQ

~ ~

WNO NN~ MNO M
0w O

N
e~

3
%

N\

o~
L3

(T96T *oul ‘eoTAdes UOTHBONDY OTATD) *‘TFFOBY JO DIIOR V

S9NU“y001.80ATT ‘UsTI ‘ 8anusad’ TESTS ‘U034.00
JoquMT ¢ spuouETp ‘ourasas ‘eeJJoo ‘101300

vxdoo ‘ sTouxey uredfeooo)

poon ‘ spuoureTp ‘824 109400 ‘03300 ‘ Aoy ‘ TBSTS

sopTY ‘ursald‘esusout ‘xeinsg ¢ swweusq ‘Y00)SOAT]

99JJ00 ‘gTouxsy wred‘uoxy‘spuometp ooy

ysTJ ‘ segeudsoyd‘ojqeas und‘esJJoo ‘ spnuesd
Joqqna‘sTeroutw’ Tro wred‘ sqgmueed‘ovos)

EOPTY ‘WRXJTOM ‘UT) ‘0TqBI8 UMB“3[009.99ATT ¢ 89nUBad
N009.80ATT ‘utead‘ Tro wred‘sageq

N00189ATT U04300 ‘owese 8 ‘UI00 ¢ snUEBEg

spoonalp ‘BTTTURA ‘xBdns f sTBXOUTW 00080 ‘00T ©93J0D
991700 ‘ 10808  spuours Tp ‘uoxy ‘xeqqna‘eoTy

pTo3 ¢ spuoweTp ‘aoqumt ‘ TTo wred‘ sweusq ‘08080 ‘92 JJ0D
‘sTeuxey wred‘svusueq ‘99JJoo ‘e3xneq ‘UoLl
p1o3‘aequmt ‘oroB)

umpuean ‘o sousSusu pTod ‘uody ‘ TTO ‘ xaqur

STBISUTW gP22aTTo ‘N001.80AT T uTeId 02 JJ00

sqnuved ‘ seysudsoyd‘uoq400 ‘003300 ‘sqonpoad ured
sqnureed ‘peeT ‘xequmy ‘0008q0% ‘00 JJ00 ‘0808 ‘TTO WTB]
170 ured‘axaddoo ‘u0q700 ¢8aJJ00 ‘umTuBLN

utexd ‘NooqseATT ¢ spnuead 101400

u01100 ‘aequry ‘ qnused ¢ seUBUeq ‘98 JJ00 ‘0BOBD ‘WUNUTUMTY

2 90anog
00T Jepun VIIOA ¥EddN
00T <opun  (oFTandey WeOTIFY

TeIquUe) ) THVHS-IDNVEN
00T epun 0bolL
19 VXIXANVONVL
00T Jopun oITINITY TTVDS
0L ANO'T YHHHIS
28T TVDENIS
64 VIMEDIN
00T epun HIDIN
Q0T aepun VINVIISOW
T$ TTVN
002-00T OITINIEY XSYOVIVN
2T YIUEEIT
00T Jepun ISVO0 XHOAT
2 VENIND
TLT YNVHD
00T Xepun NOAEYD
¢y VIdOIHIE
00T xepum XINOHVA
00T xepun ?ﬁ?ﬁ@.awoczoo
06 (eTTTAPTEdOST) ODNOD
00T Jepun avHo
00T Jepun NOOHEAVD

mmhﬁﬁﬁonw

Tenuus A8
gndynQ



46

_Mationel Tnoame(®)  Per cepita
Sub=- national
Country Year Total {stenc -
(Millions of dollars) (Dollars)
North Africa
Algeria 1956 2,123 221
Egypt 1956 2,622 109
Morocco,southern zone 1956 1,643 191
Tunisia 1957 667 176
Republic of South Africa 1956-57 4,819 346
East Africa
Ethiopia 1957 604 30
Kenya 1957 480 90 78
Madasgascar 1956 586 119
Mauritius 1957 132 232
Tanganyika 1957 406 147 48
Uganda 1957 321 84 57
Zanzibar 1957 27-35 98-126
Central Africa
Congo (Belgian) 1957 976 18 76
Rbodesia and Nyasaland
(Federation of) 1957 959 48 132
West Africa
Cameroun (French) 1956 451 142
French Bguatoriel Africa 1956 61/ 126
French West Africa 1956 2,523 133
Gambia 1957 16-20 56=70
Ghana 1957 912 194
Nigeria 1956 2,186 69
Sierra Leone 1957 147 70
Source: United Nations, counts S 8.

(2) Converted from national currency units at official rates of exchange.

Dnited Nations ~ Department of Economic and Social Affairs -

of Africa since 1950. E/ON. 14/28. New York: 1959, p. 15.
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AGRARTAN STTUATION

Three out of ev?ri' four people in Tropical Africa depend directly on
the land for a living. This is an average figure, and in some areas it
is as high as 90% of the populatiom.

Although industrialization and urbenization are increasing in Africa,
the population seems likely to be largely rural for a long time to come,
since urbanization is not teking place as rapidly there as in other areas
such as Latin America, for example. (See TAELE No.ll - URBAN AND RURAL
AFRICAN AND NON-AFRICAN POPUIATION).

A country's wealth is derived from its land and the labor of the peo~
ple, and economists seem to be agreed on the close relatiomship between the
econamic development of a country and agricultural production, There also
seems to be a consensus of opinion that the urban problem today is largely
a reflection of unsolved rural problems.

It should be pointed out that Africa is basically a poor area and
this fact accounts for the gravity and multiplicity of its problems.

"What makes up Africa'’s poverty? The climate and soils are poor.
There are sharply contrasting areas of too much rain or of brackish aridity.
The soil is peculiarly barren and deficient in mineral and chemical mutrients,
In addition to the protein and vitamin shortages in humans which result from
this geographical environment, Africa has one of the worst health problems
to be found anywhere in this world, with many dread diseases prevalent -
malaria, sleeping sickness, bilharzia, yaws, leprosy. Limited and unbalanced
diets ?m)i disease impose their toll on human beings and on their domestic ani-
mals, ™

Before the coming of the white man "land was considered by most Afri-
can pecples in much the same way as Europeans think of sunshine and air -
equally plentiful, equally necessary, and equally to be shared by all members
of the community according to their needs. Land had no price and was not for
sale,"(3) Land was for use.

(1) The proportion of the population engeged in agriculture in all Africa,
according to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the U.N., is
4%, In Asia it is 70%, South America 60%, Oceania 40%. Source:
Kimble, George H.T. JIropical Africa. New York: The Twentieth
Century Fund, 1961, p. 125.

(2) Ostrander, F. Taylor, "Problems _of African Economic Development” -

anging Af: . stian Dynamic - Papers of a Seminar

for Mission Boa.rd &ecut:.ves - February 15-18, 1960, The Center
for the Study of the Christian World Mission, The Federated
Theological Faculty, The Univer31ty of anago.

(3) Batten, T.R. Proble ALy cs
University Press, 1960, TP. l4-15.
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mis in many developing countries, land to till is a chief concern.
#nile the problem varies from country to country, the following quotation
from a Nigerian chief is rather typical of African thinking, Said he: I
conceive that land belongs to a vast family og which many are dead, a few are
living, and countless mmbers yet unborn!." 1

The Buropeans came with a different set of ideas about land.  For them
it was property, which an individual could own, like a house, a car, or a bi-
cycle. It could be bought, sold; it could also be mortgaged or rented to
others. In the early days Africans understood they were giving grants of land
to Burcpeans for use,whereas the Eurcpean thought it was for ownership.

"The history of Africa's relations with the West has been a history of
robbery - robbery of African manpower, its mineral and agriculiural resources,
and its land...Land and its ownership is therefore a touchstone for the Afri-
cen pational movement,™(2

"In every African territory sixty years of imperialist exploitation
have been sufficient to plunge the majority of African peasants into the most
abysmal depths of poverty and misery...The herding of Africamns into the poor-
est land hes meant a terrible land shortage...Overstocking and overpopulation
have been the unavoideble result."(3)

The seeming abundance of land in Africa gave rise under the traditional
agriculture of Africa to what is known as shifting cultivation, especially in
the rain farest area. The practice varies. In some cases a family would
till a farm one year and then move to another the following year; in others
they would sow and harvest their crops year after year until the land lost its
fertility and then they would move on to clear another area. The interval
befare the first land is farmed again varies. Originally the cycle was seven-

teen years, tut as population has increased the period of fallow is often only
three years.

This system is a way of growing crops for food; in other words it is
an aspect of subsistence level farming, However, people now want to grow
crops for sale. The desire for cash crop farming is largely the result of
the introduction of the money econamy by the Europeans., "Insistence on the
payment of taxes in money meant that people could no longer depend entirely
on subsistence farming, for they could no longer manage without money," 4)

A large percentage of farming is still at the subsistence level. After
a survey of nine countries in sub-Saharan Africa, it was estimated that between
two-thirds and three-quarters of the land cultivated by Africans was being used
for subsistence farming., Some farmers, however, are able to add cash crop

(1) Rias, T.0. _Nigerien Land Lew apd Custom. Second Edition, London:
Boutledge and Kegan Paul Ltd., 1953, p. 173.

(2) Woddis, Jack. Afrjcs - The Roots of Revolt. New York: The Citadel
Press, 1960, p. 1.
(3) 1bia., pp. 16-17.

(4) Batten, T.R., Op.cit., p. 20.
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faming to their subsistence farming, Once the farmer becomes part of the
money economy, the pressure on land inereases, He can buy a few more tools
and the tendency is to want more land to cultivate, People get the idea of
buying and selling land and this raises many new problems, Morecver, Afri-
cans have been under pressure from colonial govermments in the past to aban-
don the traditional system of communal land holding.

"The agricultural revolution - the success of cash crops for higher
and taxable incomes which are the basis of economic expansion,..the support
of the whole network of social services demanded by a developing society -
has yet to begin in most of Africa.™(1) At the heart of this revolutiom is
the problem of land tenure. With a rapidly expanding population and the
pressure on land, there is a great need for an equitable system of land ten-
ure in many parts of Africa,

"Owing to usurpation by Europeans, land is no longer so plentiful for
the African people, and the general consequences of European land policies
has been the breekdown of subsistence agriculture.™ (2) " Tne question Woddis
raises is whether the introduction of buying, selling and renting land brings
to the African any more security than he now enjoys,

Eroblems and Irends

Climatic Factors. In nearly all of Africa there is enough heat for
plant life; but in much of the area, water is a problem - either too much or
too little. "The situation in the rain forests of the Congo and West Africa
presents a situation of excessive rainfall, with lush vegetation that the
Africans can hardly control with their simple tools, Fire is the chief
'tool! they use in 'clearing' such land when planting time comes, One of
the challenging questions for the future is to develop a type of agriculture
that can thrive in the lush rain forest regions, A problem here is both sur-
plus water and the leaching tl;at occurs, also the rapid oxidation of humus undex
the warm humid atmosphere, (3

About 36 percent of the area has a moist climate, the remaining 64 pea-
cent is dry to a greater or less degree. (See map - ANNUAL RAINFALL). The
ammual rainfall figures are somewhat misleading because rainfall is not only
seasonal, but it also varies from year to year. In the forest belt the far-
mer has to protect his crops from waterlogging and flooding, while in the
bush and grassland area he has to protect his animals fram thirst and starva-
tion, taking steps to have as much water as he can awvailable for the dry sea-
son.,

Disease. Another problem is created by the tsetse fly, which infests
about fif'ty percent of tropical Africa., Maintaining the health, both human
and animal, is one of the greatest problems in Africa.

(1) Veeks, Sheldon G. "New Africa's Most Pressing Problem: Education for
the Millions". Africa Today. Vol. IX, No. 4, May 1962.

(2) Wwoddis, Jack. Op.cit., p. 32.

(3) As reported by I.W. Moomaw in a commmication dated June 12, 1962,
(Rural Missions Cooperating Committee).



Goverrments are also trying to discover more effective ways of control-
iing plant cisease, This canger has inereased in recent years in VWest Africa,
where large cash crops are the chief basis of export trade. Coffee, cocoa,
sugar, cotion, wheas, tea, wattle and other plants were introduced by Euro-
peans, and thus not being indigenous +0 Africa are more liable to disease,

ion. A third hazard in agriculture is soil erosion. Con-
stant clearing of land in the forest country and overgrazing have removed the
covering of vegetation, and wind and erosion have repoved the top soil.  Ex=-
cessive erosion in Africa is a development of the past thirty or forty years.
Once begun, it proceeds rapidly, if not checked. This is a serious problem
for, as Batten points out, "One of Africa's most pressing problems is that s?mi
large and once fertile areas are over-pecpled, overcropped and overstocked, *(1

Some soil erosion can be prevented by better farming practices. (2) Large-
1y it is a problem for govermment departments of agriculture with technical ad-
vice and soil conservation projects, such as the one used in Kenya. Agricul-
tural missionaries can also help with precept and example,

Animal Husbepdry. Covernments can also do much to improve animal hus-
bandry. A large part of the land in Africa is unsuited for farming, but it
cen be used for raising cattle, sheep and goats. For the African, the mumber
of cattle is more important than quality. A man's standing in the community
is measured by the mumber of his cattle, not the quality of any particular
animal. Animals are regarded more as units of currency, and are often used
as part of a marriage contract.

Because of the weight of custom, the pastoral people of Africa have
been slow to change their basic ideas about cattle raising. The emphasis on
number rather than quality of animals is a cause of widespread disease. Land
is overgrazed and, as we have seen, this can bring about soil erosion. In ad-
dition, overgrazing often means half-starved, thin animals with low productiv-
ity. Same govermments are attempting to improve animal husbandry by veter-
inary service, better breeding of animals, the control of disease and better
market facilities for amimal produce.

It is not difficult to discern how closely tied together are agricul-
ture, education, social custom and the economy. Uganda has made laws about
the control of plant disease, one of the laws being the Uganda Cotton Ordi-
nance, HBowever, as Batten observes, "the effectiveness of such laws is very
much reduced if people do not understand the need for them, and therefore do
not cooperate wholeheartedly in carrying them out."(3)

Settlement Schemes. Strenge as it may seem Africa has a large float-
ing population, Woddis terms it "the wandering African", (4) Governments
have became concerned over this problem, partly becaugse "those who insist on
wandering soon find themselves guilty of trespass."?g? For the past thirty
years they have been experimenting with settlement schemes. 1In Ghana, the

(1) Batten, T.R., Op.cit., p. 68.

(2) For further details on the subject, see Chapter XII, "Efforts to Save
the Soil" in Problems of Af 5 by T.R.Batten.

(3) Battem, T.R, Op.cit., p. 43.

(4) Woddis, Jack, Op.cit., Chapter 4.

(5) Kimble, Gearge H.T., Op.cit,,(The Twentieth Century Fund,Vol.l), p. 169.

[ _Developmen
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Demong Settlement; in Nigeria, the Mokwa Setilement; and in Tanganyika, the
Groundnut Scheme - all have falled for various reasons, 'Pxe Farming Settle-
ment Scheme in Tanganyika promises to be more successful. @

Unless solutions can be found soon for some of the ocutstanding problems
in agriculfure, conditions in the villages will greatly deteriorate, since it
is likely that more work will be required for a diminishing food productivity.
Improved diet for rural people, better stendards of health, elimination of
disease, such as sleeping sickness, crop rotation, soil comservation, better
farming methods and so on are all essential. Traditional ideas and customs
will have to be modified.

Unless agricultural productivity increases, the economy of the nations
will not develop so that the basic needs of a growing population can be met.
Paradoxically, however, agriculture, which is the basis of wealth in a coun-
try, cammot increase in productivity unless funds are used for equipment,
tools, fertilizers, research, veterinary service, soil conservation and agri-
cultural training,

"The whole problem of agricultural development of Africa, as elsewhere,
revolves around market opportunities, either locally or abroad, for farm pro-
duce., Africa owes its modern development to the increased export demand for
African minerals and tropical products. This has given rise to the emergence
of a non-agricultural population with relatively high purchasing power as con-
sumers of agricultural produce. The evolution of the primitive subsistence
economy will, therefore, depend upon a sustained demand for African exports as
well ?3)011 a steady growth of the non-asgricultural sector of the African econ=
GIU."

Thamas Balogh wrote in his New Statesman article of March 23, 1962
that"for the next fifty years, no conceivable rate of expansion in industry
will be able to absorb the whole of the rise in the African population, far
less relieve the misery of those who are now living on the land, The Afri-
can future (and Western influence in Africa) depends absolutely on a peaceful
yet speedy transformation of African agriculture; and a rg.ral renascence is
inconceivable without a revolution in rural education,m™(3

ulgti c iculture. According to F.A.O. (Food and
Agriculture Organization) figures tropical and southern Africa has nearly 200
million hectares of arable land and land under tree crops. This is about half
the potential agricultural area. Considering the need to increase agricule-
tural production in order to meet an expanding population the question arises
as to how this can be done. In the first place the area under culitivation
could be expanded. Another way would be through the use of new techniques
and skills, not only in areas now under cultivation but also new ones.
(See TABLE No, 10 - AGRICULTURAL LAND AND POPULATION).

(1) For further details see Tropical Africa by George H.T.Kimble.
The Twentieth Century Fund, Vol. 1, Chapter 5.
(2) Lorimer, Frank and Karp, Mark (eds.) Population in Africa. Report of

a Seminar held at Boston University. Boston University Press,
1960, pp. 27=-28.

(3) Saturday Reviey, June 16, 1962, p. 23. See review of A Xind of Home-
comine by E.R.Braithwaite.
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As we have seen there are two distinct types of agriculture in Africa,
cne subsistence, the other commercial, and the anticipated increase in popula-
tion will affect them in different ways. In the former, the increased demand
for foodstuffe will result in a wider area under cultivation, but the availe-
bility of land is limited. The acquiring of new skills and the introduction
of modern technology, which could improve the yield per acre, require a rela-
tively long period of time, during which there would have to be fundamental
cbanges in the rural education system, in land tenure, shifting cultivation,
traditions and customs, The shifting of population by migration could be
another factor in the situation.

In the other type of agriculture, namely, the cash crop or commercial
type, an increase in population produces different effects. Markets are ex-
panded and the greater revenue enables a wider use of technology, this in-
creasing the yield per acre. (See TABLE No. 10 - AGRICULTURAL LAND AND
POPULATION).

Agriculture and Socjo-Fconomic Needs

The advancement of the African peoples toward the goals of social and
economic progress depends to a great extent on the creation of econamic wealth,
using the term of the economists. Politicel independence and freedom have
been achieved in many areas and this movement has released forces and power
which must be harnessed and directed into useful channels. There is wide-
spread poverty eamong the masses, and as we have seen, these are largely rural
people. The average ammual income is less than one hundred dollers, and,
compared with other large areas of the world, this is very low. (See TABLE
No. 9 - NATIONAL AND PER CAPITA INCOME OF SELECTED COUNTRIES), Food pro-
duction on the whole is insufficient and poor in quality. This means serious
dietary deficiencies, especially in proteins. 1In addition to the dietary con-
ditions, the severe heat and Imidity lower the energy and vitality of ‘the
people.

As we have already indicated, the wealth of a country rests on two
broad factors, land and labor., Each of these involves its own set of problems
and reference has been made to these in the foregoing pages.

The economic and social progress of Africa, therefore, will depend to
a significant degree upon the efforts of the leaders in seeking solutions to
the outstanding problems surrounding agricultural production., As one writer
puts it, "The production of wealth calls for more persistent and usually more
irksome efforts (than parades and demonstrations). A heavy task rests upon
the new govermments to help stimulate and murture the business and agricultural
and cosmercial leadership, so necessary to progress. They must educate, es-
tablish the priorities, resolve the differences and win popular support. It
will meen a new emphasis - production rather than politics, (1)

Aericuliural Missions

During recent years North American churches have been developing a
strong program of agricultural missions especially in the countries of Africa,

(1) Melady, Thomas Patrick. Profiles of African Leaders. New York:
The Macwillen Company, 1961, p. 178.



53

south of the Sahara, The various boards associalted with Agricultural Missionms,
Inc, 1list 72 agricultural missionaries in Africa,

Originally much of the emphasis was upcn demonstration farms. More
recently the trend is toward such important fields as rural adult educationm,
rural youth clubs of the Four-H type for both boys and girls, Future Farmer
Clubs, extension services, and cooperative societies, The more technical
developnents include improvements in poultry hustendry, introduction of oxen
for plowing in regions where this is possitle, and the use of fertilizers.

There has been a notable development in the Lord's Acre Plan with
three-fold emphasis upon:

1) Relating agriculture to the life of the church

2) Using the project as a means for introducing agri-
cultural improvements

3) Securing funds for the work of the church

Rural Training for Villege Pastors(t)

"The village pastor has probebly the most difficult job in the entire
Christian movement, He is to develop the Church, the household of God, in
regions of over-population, eroded soil, chronic poverty, and illiteracy. He
above all deserves a minimum of special training for his work,

"Some good begirmmings in such rural training have been made, but few
have been thorough enough to be effective. It is not intended that the
pastor became an expert in rural reconstruction, but he needs basic informa-
tion and several skills,.,

"We would in no way minimize the contributions made by young people
who dedicate their lives to service abroad, but today there are eritical
needs calling for a certain number of missionaries or Christian national
leaders with mature experience, Areas requiring such personnel are:

Land stewardship

Matual aid and cooperatives

Village home life

Extension service

Village industries

Youth work (2)
Health and envirommental sanitation”

(1) Moomaw, I.W. The Church and Rural Reconstruction. A Beport on Program
and Policy for the Years Ahead, published by Rural Missions
Cooperating Committee of Agricultural Missions,Inc., N.Y.: 1961. p.18.

(2) For full treatment of this, see The Church and Rurel Reconstruction,
Op.cit.,pp. 20-26.
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TABLE No. 10
AGRICULTURAL LAND AND POPUTATION
Arable land Permanent
and land under meadows and Population
tree crops pastures (1000)

(1000 hectares) (1000 hectares)

Burope(®) 152,000 77,000 414,000
North America 229,000 278,000 189,000
Latin America 102,000 367,000 192,000
Near East 75,000 194,000
Far East 364,000 276,000
Africa 222,000 554,000 225,000
Tropical and

Southern Africa 196,136 496,492 151,000
Oceania 25,000 376,000 15,400

Sources: F.A.0. Production Yearbook, 1958; U.N., Demographic Yearbook,
1958,

(a) Excluding U.S.S.R.

Dopulation in Africa. Edited by Frank Lorimer and Mark Karp, "Population
Trends in Relation to Agriculture and Rurel Society" by
S.D. Neumark, Boston: Boston University Press, 1960, p. 20.
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"Change is the norm, the expected."™ It is the scale and the tempo of
change which is new in sub-Saharan Africa, "The changes have also been per-
vasive; for little as most Africans may have relished the prospect of being
sucked into the white man's whirlpool, sociel or economic, they soon found
there was no escape from it...Africans may sometimes have been slow - and with
reason - to copy the white man's manner and methods, but they have usually been
quick to adopt his 'magic!?, Today, his medicines, clinics, schools,churches,
clothes and gadgets are found in every town, and there is hardly a cammmity of
any size in any 'b?rri‘cory that looks, or lives, exactly the way it dig...even
ten years ago."

Social change in Africa may be classified in three broad areas: (1) tra-
ditional change within the substantially self-subsistent tribal systems;
(2) change in towns and centers of employment (urbanization); (3) contemporary
changes in tribal systems no longer autoncmous and now economically interlocked
with the towns and employment centers (urban tribalism).

A.W. Southall, in reviewing these social changes in Africa, writes: "It
is common to regard tribal Africa as timeless and unchanging. While there are
senses in which this is true, it needs qualification, Recent research has re-
vealed over and over again how fluid the traditional situation was. Most trib-
al boundaries lacked definition and identification of tribes was highly relative.
Despite the conditions of political insecurity, individuals and groups were con-
stantly on the move, communities dissolving and crystallizing again in new pat-
terns...There was also slow change from hunting and gathering to agriculture, or
between agriculture and pastoralism,...but all these changes occurred *'Ilthlle ?he
limits of a largely subsistence economy and a kin-bound social structure.®

I. URBANIZATION
Urban Population

While there has been a rapid growth of urban centers in recent years in
many parts of A.rica, the extent of urbanization varies widely from one area
to another. There are important urban commmities in North Africe, the Repub-
lic of South Africa and Western Nigeria, but in the rest of the contineni towns
have the aspect of extended villages and populations living in the larger ones
represent only e small proportion of the total population. The distinection be-
tween Africans and non-Africans and between urban and rural commmities is impor-
tant, as there are significant diffsrences between these groups in their economic
roles as producers and consumers.

(1) Kimble, George H.T. ™"Tropical Africa: Problems and Promises”, Headline
Series No. 147, New York: Foreign Policy Association, May-June 1961,
pp. 29=30.

(2) Southall, A.W.(ed.) Social Change in Modern Africa. New York: Oxford Univ,
Press for the International African Institute, 1961, p. 2

(3) PFor further information om the urban-rural character of the African Popu-

lation, see United Nations - Ecopomic Survey Since 1950, p. 5.
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nT4 i5 sormon in these days o meize much of the urbanizing of African
1ife, and it is indee¢ importent...At the same time, it is well tcz Sealize that
+ropical Africa is still the most unurbanized part of the world." 1 Kimble
sstimates that "less tnan 10 percent of its people live in communities that
have a population of 5,000 or more, and a greal meny of these communities are
more rurel than urban in form and function.” (2 Approximately two~thirds of
urbtan centers are located in West Africa - a quarter in Nigeria alone. Tne re-
meinder are scattered, almost at rendom it might seem, across the east and cen-
tral African territories. The least urbanized areas are inland, the Gabon
Republic and the Republics of Chad and Congo, Cameroun Federation, the southern
part of the Republic of Sudan, Northern Rhodesia (with the exception of the
Copper belt) and Bechuanaland.

Most of the larger cities and many of the smaller ones are European
creations and therefore comparatively new. Conspicuous among these are Dakar,
with a population today of approximately 230,000 (including more than 30,000
Europeans); Leopoldville, with about 18,000 Europeans and nearly 300,000 Afri-
cans; Salisbury, with over 60,000 Europeans and almost 150,000 Africans and
other ethnic groups; and Nairobi, Tgh approximately 20,000 Europeans, 65,000
Asiens and over 100,000 Africans."{3) The most important city, African in
origin, is Ibadan, capital of Nigeria,

Furopeans and Asians are predominantly urben. Since they represent a
small fraction of the total population, the over-all pattern distribution re-
flects the predominantly rural character of the African population. The United
Nations Report on the World Social Situation 1957 indicates that "at least 75
percent of the four million Eurcpeans and 70 percent of the 700,000 Asians and
Arabs living in Africa south of the Sahara are city-dwellers...and in spite of
rapid growth in their numbers, the non-Africans us constitute only a minor
percentage of the total population in various cities,"(4)

The trend towards urbanization of Africans is also clearly shown by fi-
gures reported by the United Nations Economic Survey for Africa Since 1950.(5)
In Cemeroun the percentage of Africans living in towns increased from 2.4 percent
in 1937 to 5.5 percent in 1957; in French Equatorial Africa, from 1,7 percent
in 1936 to 4.4 percent in 1956; in French West Africa, from 1.1 percent in 1936
to 4.1 percent in 1956; in Madasgascar, from 3.9 percent in 1936 to 5.6 percent
in 1956; in Rhodesia and Nyasaland, from 4 percent in 1951 to 5.5 percent in
1956; in South-West Africa, from 5.9 percent in 1936 to 9.4 percent in 1951;
in Togo, from 1.8 percent in 1936 to 3.7 percent in 1956. (See TABLE No. 11 =~
URBAN AND RURAL AFRICAN AND NON-AFRICAN POPUIATION).

The rapid growth of urban population is best illustrated in the follow-
ing taeble of cities with 100,000 inhabitants or more: '

(1) Kimble, Tropical Africa. (The Twentieth Century Fund, Vol.I). Op.cit.,p.97.
(2) 1Ivid., p. 97.
(3) Kimble. Iropical Africa. Op.cit., p. 98.

(4) United Nations - Report on the World Social Situation 1957. Op.cit.,p. 144.
For a further discussion of urbanization, see Chapter VIII of this
report

(5) United Nations - Economic Survey of Africa Since 1950. Op.cit., p. 1.
Tables I-II,



the urban population.

PRINCIPAL CITI:

Luanda (Angola)
Elizabetaville (Congo)
Leopoldville (Congo)
Addis Ababa (Ethiopia)
Asmara (Ethiopia)
Brazzaville (Republic of Congo)
Abidjan (Ivory Coast)
Dakar (Senegal)

Accra (Ghana)

Nairobi (Kenya)
Tananarive (Malagasy)
Ibadan (Nigeria)

Lagos (Nigeria)

Salisbury (S.Rhodesia)
Dar es Salaam (Tanganyika)

Another factor which must be recognized is the number of male
As an example, the Plewman Cammission Report!l

1930-40
Estimate
(1)

51,000

36,000
300,000
98,000
20,000
18,000
93,000
71,000

120,000
387,000
137,000

23,&0

1946~50
o, : ,;e
@)

62,000
119,000

131,000
23,000
46,000

171,000

136,000

119,000

174,000

230,000
69,000
69 000

57

1961
Estimate
(2)

189,600
182,638
389,547
500,000(Est. )
132,000
105,200
126 000
234,500
388,231
221,700
240,000
500,000
350,000
260, 800
128,732

"that the number of adult males in employment in the seven municipalities and
suburbs of Southern Rhodesia increased from 97,314 in 1946 to 198,542 in 1956

~ an increase of more than a hundred percent in ten years.®

Woddis contends

that if the rate of growtn of urbanization in Africa is "compared with the other
under-developed areas of the world, such as Asia and Latin America, the Africam

towns are still relatively small.

Moreover, the number of Africams living in

‘them remalns a consmerable mmorl g of the total Afrlcan population. _’ﬂ;__g,gg—
2 0,000

tants is onlx a%‘c 6,000,000- or a l:.ttle under 4 percent of tne 'botal A;g
an population,

Woddis states further that "one major reason viay the urbanization of
Africans has not made more headway is that in the principal areas of white set-
tlement it has been deliberate govermment policy to keep the Africans out of
the towns, which have been regarded as specially privileged areas for the white

..(Now that) Africans are becoming integrated into industry and despite

government regulations, a considerable degree of urbanization has taken place,
It cannot be emphasized too much, however, that the growth of African urbaniza-

tion is not, in the main, the result of govermnen‘b policy.
has happened despite government reluctance that it should be so,"(5

)

United Nations =

(2) lorld Almanac 1962

(3)
(4)
(5)

Woddis, Jack.

Tbid., pp. 125-126.
Ibid., pp. 129 and 131.

Op.cit.,pp. 123-124.

On the contrary, it

Report on the Norlé Social Situation 1957. Op.cit., p. 145.

For a further discussion of "Urbanization and Its Effecis upon the Task of
Nation-Building in Africa South of the Sehara," see article by E.Franklin
Frazier (Professor Emeritus of Sociology and Cha:.ma.n of the Committee in Gharge

of the Program of Africen Studies, Howard University).
Education, Summer 1961, Vol. XXX, No. 3.

Ioe Journgl of Negro



The processes of town life have received more study in Africa than the ef-
fect of incustrialization on rural areas. There are many reasons for the "pull®
factor of the towmn. X.A,Busia summarizes these factors as follows: "Exhaustion
of land is one. 'Towns provide a better market for the skill of the enterpris-
ing artisan. For the educated person who cannot sell his skill in the village
the city is a necessity. The opportunities to earn cash wages offered by in-
dustry as well as desire for social improvement and prestige draw people to the
town., Tre effect on tribel life is that, in many cases, able-bodied men are
away and wamen have to take responsibility for the family, and consequently
there is a break in family life and s?metimes even disruption and disorganiza-
tion in village political systems,"(l

African migrations from rural areas is not a new phenomenon. In areas
where cash-cropping has not been developed, labor migration of a periodic sort
continues as a regular way of life. In regions where the land is no longer
able to provide food for the existing population, people must either find per-
menent wage employment or move to new regions. "The continued movement of
people from the country into the towns and to other centers of employment will
no doubt continue and prove a.? 3nduring a feature of African life as it is of
Paropean and American life,"(2

II. SOCIAL CHANGES IN URRBAN COMMUNIILES
Probilems in African g

1. ZIvpes of Urbap Commmity. In studying town life we find two differ-
ent types of urban commmity. In West Africa, for example, most cammunities
consist of an intermixture of tribes with only a minor group from Europe. The
problem of relationships here is different from the problem in East Africa or
other areas where a permanent settlement of Europeans is found. Here problems
of multi-racial relations and marked class distinctions reach a climax,

2. Growth of Urben Iife Iiself. In the urban cammunity the Africans are
avay from their tribes; a large mmber of different people from different
tribes make their living side by side. "In Africa a man always lives in the
conbext of kinship and he always belongs to his original tribal village, Even
if he lives in the town for thirty years, he is still a member of his tribal
village. You can see the effect of this on the development of any sense of
civie responsibility within a mmicipal area, People belonging to a tribe and
living in the town will often club together and form a tribal association,

They % raise money to improve their village, but not the town in which they
1ive,n(3)

3. New Associatiops. Problems are multiplied in African commmities
where friendship groups and mutuel aid groups are formed. Sometimes these
groups are mixed; sametimes men form their own associations, and women, their
particular groups. Dr. Busia, in studying these groups, writes: "I was in-

(1) Busia, K.A. "Africe in Tremsition - Technicel Civilization," Vol.6,

No. 5, %Mmm September-October 1959, p. 226.
(2) Iorimer and . Population in Afrdcg. Op.cit., p. 67,
(3) Busia, K.A.  Op.cit., p. 226,
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terested in investigating the aims of one of these groups, Three were stated:
(1) to provide mutual aid in cases of illness or death; (2) to facilitate so-
cial comtact between members of the same gemeration; (3) to assist members

in quarrels with older gemeratioms. Here is a sirilking example of the fact
that this new situation does increase the tsnsions , which in any cese are nor-
mal, between cne generation and another,n(l

Numerous associations have been found to cut across tribel lines. Scme
are formed on the basis of the possession of a common Christian name, as for
example, all "Jolms" will form an association. In Nairobi, associations are
on the basis of a place of residence,

Dr. Busia mekes this further observation: "The effect of all this on
the tribal life must be carefully studied, because it is precisely here where
arise some of the problems facing churchmen today. This problem must be seen
in reference to the old pattern of African kinship. In Africa an essential
part of the indigemous social structure is the system of kinship and marriage.
Africans regard marriage as an arrangement which enables persons to live to-
gether and cooperate with one another in an orderly social life, and this
social life includes economic, social, political and religious activities.
Therefore, one way of loocking at the kinship system of Africa is to regard it
as a complex set of norms and usages and patterns of behaviors between kin-
dreds, that is, as a means of providing all the activities which are necessary
for a full life,"(2)

4. Fapdly Life in Urban Copmmities. A more intangible social problem
concerns the disruption of commmnity and family life, which seems to accompany
transition to an urban-industriel enviromment. (14 institutions, values,
loyalties and systems of authority are lost, because they are too deeply iden-
tified with the past or are incongrous in an industrial society. "In the
process of transition, of breskdown of old social forms and creation of new
ones, there is a particularly dangerous phase when attitudes and behavior may
be without anchors, controlled more by passing winds of demagogy gaddism
or mob spirit than by established values of home and commumity. (3

In an urban cammmity, the kinship group naturally changes. When the
African moves into the city, the influences of the domestic group, its rights
and privileges are not there, and "different arrangements need to be made in
which the emphasis shifts from the group to persons...There in the town situa-
tion you get the influence of Christian teaching and also of British or French
law, operating on marriage and inheritance, There is also a shift in family
responsibility and relationships. According to the old custom, a member of
a family may claim food and shelter and even clothing from another member.

In a tribal situation, where all are working on a farm as one big family, this
may not be a heavy burden on anyone. In a new wage-earning system, where one
man does well and becomes a clerk or an accountant, a railway man or a motor-

lorry driver, and goes to live in the town, this can be a heavy burden on him

because other relations going to the town to look for work expect not only to

stay with him but also to be fed by him, In that situation you painfully

(1) Busia, K.A, Op.cit., p. 227.

(2) 1Ivid., p. 227.

(3) United Nations - Report on the
Op.cit., p. 25.
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feel the ties of kinship; and either because the people in the town are too
poor or because of their European influenced attr%uges, you begin to see
what is referred to as the breakdown of kinship."

It should ve noted that many welfare and recreation agencies have
grcan from kinship groups which come together in the cities and towns. Teco,
Africen leaders frequently use kinship and tribal associations as reaa;—made
organizations in the building of modern political movements and parties.

Another corollary to the disruption of family life is the high ratio
of African men to women in the towns, "for the unnatural life which such a
ratio imposes means thal sooner or later the man will return to the country-
side, eitter to be with his wife and family, or to find a wife and rear a
femily...The reluctance of Africans to have their children with them in urban
areas is understendable when one realizes under what terrible conditions these
children are compelled to live.n(2)

Adequate Jousipg is essential to enable Africans to settle with their
families in the towns. A study made of the situation in Kenya, for example,
indicated that "in all urban areas, there is an acute shortage of housing
accomodation, even on a ‘'bachelor' basis. Most African housing programs
have in the past been planned on the a.ssum%t%on that the African labor force
was, end would remain, one of single men.”

The changed gtatus of women, particularly in the urban community, is
a significant social change all over Africa today., While old customs of
polygamy and the pa:ying of bride-price still exist, the idea of equality be-
tween men and women is growing. African women play an important role in
this transition period. Emory Ross reports the comments of one anthropolo-
gist, "Women are holding things together. And we can depend on them to
keep things moving steadily ahead, The influence of women appears greater
than many have thought. They are important in 'bl?e social, economic, educa=
tional, political, and spiritual life of Africa."(4) As old tribal values
seem to die and few nez values take their place, the women, too, are part of
the social revolution.(5)

Dr. Irene Ighodaro, a married woman medical pr?giii ioner from Ibadan,
in an address before the A1l Africa Church Conference in 1958, said that

(1) Busia, K.A. Practical Anthropology. Op.cit., p. 228.
Far a further diseuss:.o:n of 'bnbal soc:.ety in a changing city, see Yest
: : ; I 0w, by Michael Banton.
Imdon~ Oxford Umvers:.ty Press , 1957, (Renewed by The International
Review of Missions, quarterly, July 1958.)
(2) woddis. Op.cit., pp. 136-137.
(3) Ibid., p. 143.
(4) Ross, Emory and Ross, Myrta. Africa Disturbed. New York: Friendship
Press, 1959, p. 77.
(5) For a research study of women among the AfikpoIbo in Nigeria, see report
"The Changing Economic Position of Women amng the Af:.kpo Ibo" by
Phoebe V. Ottenburg, Cop es,
by ¥William R.Bascom and Melville J. Herskov:.ts Op. cit. ,Chapter 1.
(6) Address given at the A1l Africa Church Conference, Ibadan, Jamuary 1958,
and repcrtedbyBettyHares ma.rticle, 'MenandWanenmAfrica
Revi mg, July 1958, pp. 306-307.
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"on the whole, women were slow to went education, but that those who were edu-
cated were so far not accepting their responsibilities either as wives and
mothers or as professional or btusiness women,..The waman needs to learn that
equality brings great responsibilities both in her role as wife and mother and
also in her professional or business life."

She concluded that "the educated Christian woman has much to offer to
her church and community, but it is a regrettable fact so often she finds
either that the Church seems to have nothing tg offer her as an outlet for
her emergies...Many such women in Africa today are looking to secular organi-
zations as channels of service to their cammmities. It must be recognized
that the women of Africa owe a great deel to the existing women's organizations
within the Church,..There is, however, a tremendous need for all these organi-
zations and projects to be drawn together and }rxspired with a common purpose
in order to meet the challenge of the hour.®(1

osiad G - benization®

Franklin E.Frazier, writing on the social changes taking place as a
result of urbanization, reports that "although the introduction of cash
crops and scientific agriculture is bringing about social chenges in Africa,
it is rather in the urban areas, brought into existencci ?y industrialization,
that the most important social changes are occurring.™ 3

Here one finds new division of labor, partly the result of the skills
which are required by the introduction of Furopean technoclogy. This did not
exist in the traditional African societies. It is also in the cities that
the social consequences of a money economy are most clearly revealed, namely,
the introduction of a new set of evaluations which tend to dissolve or secu=-
larize the social bonds of the traditional society.

"The ethnic or tribal associations which are formed in the urban en-
viromment represent the first step in the creation of new forms of social
life...There are alsc women's organizations including even those of women
who are engaged in prostitution, a new phencmenon in African life...The most
important associations are those which are concerned with the economic life
of the people in the city, such as savings associations and associations of
workers, It is the new economic lif'e centered in the cities that is bring-
ing about the most fundamental reorganization of African society and is there-
by laying the foundation for national states,m(4)

(1) 1Ivid., pp. 309-310.
(2) For a full review of social implications of urbanization, see Social
1icati dustrializati ization in ic
of the Sahara, prepared under the auspices of UNESCO by The Inter-
national African Institute, London. UNESCO 1956.

(3) Frazier, E.Franklin, "Urbanization and Its Effects Upon the Task of
Nation-Building in Africa South of the Sahara™, The Journal of
Negro Educgtion, (quarterly) Volume XXX, Summer 1961, No. 3,p. 215.

(4) 1Ibid., p. 219.

An excellent report on the social consequences of indusirialization is

given in article "Zast African Workers in Transition" by V.L.Allen,

Africa Todey. Vol, IX, No. 5, June 1962,
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Urbanization has also created & new system of social stratification,
resulting fram the new occupational specialization and divisiom of labor in
the eity. It cuts across traditional kinship loyalties and tribel identifi-
cations. "It is based upon one's education, which generally means a Western
education, one's income and occupation, and the role which one plays in the
new social organization in the city. In fact, in the changing conditions of
urban life iwo systems of social hierarchies may coexist. The old scale of
prestige values which determined the social status of Africans in the tradi-
tional society mey continue along with the prestige values which are attached
to the new cccupaiions...The leader in the labor organization, the leader in
politics, or one who holds a high position in the African National Congress
is supplanting the chief as the person possessing the greatest prestige in
the eyes of the urbanized Africans."(l

Tals new stratification has brought into existence two classes of the
Africen elite, (1) the African bourgeoisie; (2) the African intelligentsia,

African Bourgeoisie, The role of the bourgeoisie in national move-
ments is still numerically weak in most Africen territories south of the
Sahara, “Economically it is still not a powerful force, Its main spheres
are agriculture, trading and commerce, and to some extent, tramsport; but as
an induitfial and manufacturing bourgeoisie it is naturally in an embryonic
stage, " 2

The growth of the African bourgeoisie is increasing in Ghana, and cer-
tain regions of French West Africa, notably the Ivory Coast., In Nigeria,
for example, in addition ‘o farming, trade, banking and commerce, a considera-
ble share of road transport is in the hands of African "entrepreneurs”. "It
is noticeable, too, in Uganda end, to a somewhat lesser degree, in Kenya and
Tanganyika, where one should not ignore the effect of land-consolidation
schemes in these territories which have made possible the emergence of a stra-
tum of African freechold farmers growing coffee and other cash crops.“(3)

African Intelligentsia. New stratification of the African has brought
into existence an intellectual elite, Most of the educational institutions,
especially the institutions of higher education, have been located in the
cities, where the Western educated elite also settle, and where Africans find
an outlet for their special talents and abilities and engage in a way of life
that is free from the controls of the traditional African society.

The African people have made heroic efforts to secure education for
themselves, Culturel organizations have come into existence; national news-
pepers have been started., Institutions for higher education, which have been
set up in a number of African states, too, have resulted in an increase in the

mmber of African :'(ntellectuals and their control nas passed to the African
people themselves, (4)

(1) Ivid., p. 221.

(2) Woddis, Jack. ica = The s evolt. Op.cit., p. 255.

(3) Ibid., p. 259.

{4) For a further discussion of the African intellectual, see essay by

Ezekiel Mphahlele, "The Dilemma of the African Elite", Twentieth
Century, April 1959, pp. 319-25.



"Tne intellectual leaders who represent itne mentality of the new cities
of Africa are creating the new ideclogies and the nex culiurs of the rnaiions
which are coming into existence in Africa, They are the men who are creati
the new literature of Africa and who are writing the history of the peop'lE."?E
It is in the new cities where the new African culture is providing the soul of
the new African nations.

Influence o istianity on Community Life

Since Christian missions began in Africa, every mission station has
been the nueleus of a camrmunidy, not that the business of the Crnristian church
is community development. Kimtle describes, as follows, the two types of
Christian communities.

1. e Bush lfission Station. "It runs a school, where the children
of the district learn not only to pray anc sing, but also to read, write and
caleulate, and where they encounter, for the first time in all likelihood, the
notion that all people are not as they are - that there are different ways of
looxing at life, of spending one's energies and one's leisure. It runs a
medical center, 1o which all who have need of doctoring, mursing, injections and
drugs may come, wnether they are members of the mission church or not...It runs
a numbter of training programs, in farming and perhaps in printing, motor main-
tenance, carpaniry anc masonry, that open up possitilities of tetier living.

It almost certainly runs a riot of recreations, from soccer and glee elubs to
drumming and dominoes. And iis doors are never cJ(o§ed to those seeking com~
fort or counsel, a go-hetween or a good listener,"(2

2. The Urban Mission Station. This church center is likely ®to offer
even more in the way of community services - everything, in fact, from scout
troops, sports clubs, sewing bees, pre-adolescent and pre-marital instruction
groups, and prenatal clinics to adult school groups and classes for the train-
ing of church members as office holders, speakers and counselors, All of
these services, as Carpenter points out, will have this in common, 'that they
bring together in intimate fellowship a group of people within or related to
the total congregation in a way that meets a particular need of the group and
fosters their idemtification with the total life of the church. The churches,
urban and rural, have served other secular functions, too. They have taught
the Africans to raise and administer funds, to take care of property, to
keep accounts, run cammittees, orgenize conferences and speak in public - in
short to take the kind of responsibility tha‘t }s indispensable to the develop=—
ment of a democratically ordered community.” 3

But the church in the growing African urban commnities must offer same-
thing more than "community services"™., Dr. George V.Carpenter, who has an in-
timate knowledge of sub-Saharan Africa, writes that "the basic need is to
establish a pew cogmmunity. In the village everybody was bound together in an
age old web of relationships. The city can only become a home when similar
ties are re-established., No one fellowship, not even the church, can provide

(1) Frazier, E.Franklin. Op.cit., p. 222.

(2) Kimble, George H.T. Tropical Africa. (Vel. 2) Op.cit., pp. 202-203.
(3) 1Ibid., p. 203.
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all of these ties. City people quickly sense the need to come together in
many kinds of groups. They improvise a great variety of associations: for
sport, for culture, for singing, for mutual aid, and for any number of other
purposes. Many of these groups are fragile and short-lived., Many of them
compete for support with resultant temsion, friction, and disappointment.
For the setiled town dweller, even more than for the migrant, (the Church)
provides a genuine, living, lasting community...It stands for all that is
wholescme and helpful, It is concerned not with the trivial and superfi-
2ial but with the depths of human need and the highest hcpeﬁ?f man, It
tuilds on the home and family, and in turn reinforces them.

The implications of urbanization for community development are severalfz)

1. To what extent do migrants constitute commmities in the semse in which
the term is generally understood?

2. Are they a mass of heterogeneous individuals brought together by
chance or necessity?

3, Is there real cohesiveness, not only of some fringe settlements but of
older neighborhoods into which migrants infiltrate?

4. If the city is a "melting pot" of races and cultures, is it apt to melt
away the qualities that bind people together as well as those which
set them apart?

. Does a new form of group solidarity result?

5
6. Is the end product a fluid mass of people, coexisting and mutually
dependent, but not collectively responsible?

These are vital considerations for a program which sets a value on con~
certed action.

Paul Abrecht writes that "the city is the area of demoralizing social
conditions, uprootedness, and humen miser;; of new wealth in contrast to mass
poverty and insecurity, and consequently of new social tensions and injustice;
of impersonal economic forces and an indiscriminate materialism...The difficult
struggle of people caught up in rapid social change to distinguish between the
good and evil within it is most concrete in the urban community. Here the
Church faces most urgently the need both to interpret the meaning of change
and to help define the basis of a new pattern of commmity 1ife,n(3

(1) Carpenmter, George Wayland. The Way in Africa. New York:
Friendship Press, 1959, pp. 66-67.

(2) PFor a further discussion of these implications see the following
document: United Natioms QE/MEEL&M@AMM
E/CN. 5/356/Rev.1.  ST/SOA/43.

(3) Abrecht, Paul. New York:
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(Percenmage of total population)

—Urban Population —Hural Population
Country and Year African Non-African African Non-African

Algeria
1936
1954
Cameroun (French)
1937
1957
Egypt
1937
1957
French Equatorial Africa
1936
1956
French West Africa
1936
1956
Kenya
1948
1957
Madasgascar
1936
1956
Morocco
1936
1954
Nigeria
1931
1952
Rhodesia and Nyasaland
(Federation of)
1951
1956
South~West Africa
1936
1951
Tanganyika
1946
1957
Togoland,French Admin,
1936
1956
Tunisia
1936
1956
Uganda
1948
1957

United Nations = Department of Economic and SocialAffairs - ic ey
of Africa since 1950. E/CN. 14/28. New York: 1959, p. 14.
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The population of sub-Saharan Africa is about 175 million people. Of
these around 25 million are children of school age., Only 12 million of
thece attend school, and of that mumber less than six million complete pri-
mary education, Only three percent of African children attend secondary
schools and 0.2 percent receive higher education in Africa itself, "though it
is true that same 6,000 students from Central Africa are receiving saﬁ sort
of higher education outside of Africa, mainly in Buropean countries," The
overall illiteracy rate for Africa is from 80 to 85 percent., "In the majori-
ty of cases, the proportion og children out of school exceeds 80 percent of
the school age population."(2

(See TABLE No,l2 - ESTIMATED TOTAL ENROLIMENT BY LEVEL OF
EDUCATION AROUND 1958).

(See TABLE No.12 - EDUCATIONAL SITUATION IN AFRICA TODAY).

Of all the social forces shaping a new Africa, discerming Africans
seem to agree that education is the most important, because it is the basic
factor in vital economic and social development, It might well be consid-
ered also as determining the degree of success in self-govermment of many new
independent countries,

Thus Africans, both educated and uneducated, look with eagerness and
expectation to a much more widespread educational system as the basis of
their hopes and the key to future develo?msn't. "Education is the very core
of any sort of development in Africa..."(3

"o most Africans,...education is the most revolutionary part of a re-

volutionary a%e It represents a flying leap from the tenth to the twenti-
eth century.® 4)

Even a much older established country such as Ethiopia is excited
about the possibility of improving and enlarging its educational program. In
a dramatic gesture Emperor Haile Selassie turned over the royal palace to the
newly-established University in Addis Ababa in 1959, agreed to serve as its
first Chancellor and to teach a course in Ethiopian history and government.

Perhaps the most drametic event, of tremendous significance for the

(1) Greenough, Richard. Africa Calls... UNESCO 1961, p. 12.

(2) Einal Report. Conference of African States on the Development of
Education in Africa. TUNESCO 1961, p. 3.

(3) Greenough,Richard. Op.cit.,p. 37.

(4) Cousins, Norman. Editorial, "A Kingdom for Education" in
Saturday Beview, Jamuary 20, 1962, p. 28.
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development of education in Africa, was the Conference of African States on
the Development of Education in Africa, convened by UNESCO in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia from May 15 to 25, 1961. "This was a remarkable conference, and
probably the most important one of its kind ever held. There have been many
meetings on education and some on education in Africa, but never before has
there been such a meeting of minds from many countries, all expert in their
separate educational fields and all determined to try and reﬁ some comstruc-
tive answers to Africa's problems. What's more, they did."

This was primarily an African Conference, although educators fraom other
continents attended as observers, The voice of Africa was heard "loud and
clear, frank and impressive - 3]}& needs for education in Africa were made
known, they are not obscure."(

Educational Needs

The grave inadequacy of the presemt school facilities at all levels

was stressed at the Conference in Addis Ababe, and, costly though it would be,
it was felt thet meeting the educational needs outlined was very urgent in a
period of rapid social, econamic and political change. The thirst for edu-
cation among the people all over the continent points up the urgency of step-
ping up the whole educational process. This craving for education is felt
principally among the boys and girls themselves. One principal of a school
explained that truancy was never a problem and that the word did not exist in
the local vernacular.

"A sick headache, a slight cold, helping mother out at home, so famil-
iar as excuses for dodging a day's school in some more sophisticated countries
simply do not exist.® A French Canadian teacher in a little village 120
miles fram lLeopoldville said, "‘&i_s craving for kmowledge is almost unbelieva-
ble by same Western standards.

1. Afrigan orientation

Emphasis was laid on the need to orient education more and more
to the cultural and social needs of Africa. Inevitably students
in higher education will contimue to be exposed to the scientific
and cultural trends from the outside world and therefore they need
to have a thorough knowledge of their own African culture as well,
The education for the future citizen of Africa must be a modern

African education.

2. Mgterial needs.
These include school buildings, equipment and textbooks. "For

(1) Greenough, Richard. Op.cit.,p. 13.

(2) Greenough,Richard. Op.cit., p. 15.

(3) " " Op.cit.,p. 17.

For a further discussion of the problems of education, see T.R.Batten,
Problems of African Development (Third edition), Chapters 4-5-6.
Iondon: Oxford University Press, 1960.
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every classroom which houses anything f(‘rsm 35 to 55 pupils, there is
room for five or six more classroams.™ 1 Plans call for & drastic
expension of school buildings of all types. At the primary level, es-
pecially in rural areas, there is an extreme shortage of buildings, and
many existing buildings do not meet minimm requirements, In many
areas there have been dramatic contributions of voluntary labor to
bulld necessary classrooms. The demand for new equipment will grow
in proportion to the number of new classroams. The problem with
regard to textbooks is a crucial one since, in the past, relatively
few have been adapted to African culture, particularly in history,
literary and social studies. Textbook writers need to be trained,
more printing presses have to be established and much greater dis-
tribution facilities worked out.

3. ZIeachers

Apert from the question of the availability of funds for the vast
educational needs, there seems 0 be general agreement among Africans
that the need for teachers is the most urgent of all, Plans call not
only for increasing the mumber of teachers at all levels in "staggering
mathematical proportions®, but also for improving the quality, since
it is generally admitted that in many countries half of the teachers
are untrained. This is partly due to the fact that more lucrative
positions in govermment and business have lured some of the best teach-
ers away from the teaching profession. "To provide the millions of
young Africans who still lack schools with the education they are en-
titled to, more than 345,000 teachers must be trained, provided with
accommodation and g:&v?n the means to live properly in the course of
the next few years,n(2

4. Rural edycation

Three~fourths of Africa's economy is based on agriculture and,
while it is true that industrialization and urbanization are growing,
the ma jority of the population will be rurel people for a long time
to come. Moreover, as industrialization increases and the population

grows, more food will be needed, and this demands greater attention
to the needs of rural people. Educational progrems musi be "rural-

ized", that is, they must be adapted to rural life, and combined with
rural cammunity programs. Experiments are to be made to adapt the
village school curricula, in order to stremgthen the children's love
of the land and thus prevent some of the exodus to urban areas.

In recent years, with political independence in sight, many
African leaders rejected the efforts of Europeans to better the lot
of the rural people, adapting education to rural life and preparing
them to be better farmers. Sheldon G.Veeks, a Harvard graduate
student, in an article titled "New Africa's Most Pressing Problem;
Education for the Millions" comments as follows: "To 'educate
people to stay in agriculture'! until recently had no political rele-
vance to Africans aspiring for national independence."(3) Even now,

(1) Greenough,Richard, Op. cit., p. 19
(2) The UNESCO Courier, February 1961, p. 22.

(3) Weeks, Saeldon G, "Education for the Millions", Africa Today, Vol.IX,
No. 4, Hey 1962, p. 8.
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as ‘jeeks points out, education geared to rural life is still regarded as
inferior, largely because it does not 1l=ad ic success, judged by the
standéards of an emerging nation.

Educators are aware of the limitations of rural sducation in the
overvhelming problem of transforming subsistence agriculture into cash
crop agriculture, Progress will also have to te made in all the
otner aspects of the agricultural s,'stem, such as in land tenure, pre-
vention of soil erosion, combatting pests and disease.

"The rewards in agriculture are limited, the risks great, the op-
portunities narrow; for the ambitious student ‘development' has meant
mov:Lng away from agriculture and manual labor, and the swim of national
life is seen in the urban areas...Yet these countr:.es depend on agri=-
cultural exports for 90% of their foreizn excha.nge. Their immediate
economic development must be based 012 sxpans:.on and improvement in the
agricultural sector of the econamy.

Vocational and technical education

Because of the increasingly diversified developnent of the econo-
my of Africa, manpower with new skills and abilities is essential, and
this emphasizes the need for greatly increasing vocational and techni-
cal education at all levels, with accelerated in-service training.

cati S

The question of education for girls is bound up with that of a
new comception of the place of wamen in society. Tradition and
conservatism are against widespread education for girls, although
there is the econamic factor also.

In most countries girls make up less than 30 percent of the pri-
mary school enrollment and 22 percent at the secondary level, The
education of girls has still to prove its usefulness eccnomically and
socially if it is to gain wide acceptance. The culiural gap between
husband and wife is also worthy of attention for its effects on mar-
riage. There has been an increasing number of cases where the young
husband pursues his studies in higher education, particularly abroad,
only to find on his return home that a culitural incompatibility has
developed between himself and his wife and broken homes have been the
result.

Iigher education

More African students in higher education are to be foumd abroad
than in Africa itself, due mainly to the lack of facilities. There
are gbout 5,000 students in African Ltn.;versities, and 7,000 abroad, of
whom 1,700 are in the United States. (2

(1) Weeks, Sheldon G. Op.cit., p. 10.

(2) Figures quoted by G.McLeod Bryan in "Christian Influence in
African Universities" in The Intercollegian,Jan.~Feb.1961,
p. S.



(See TABLE NO. 14 - UNIVERSITIES IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA).

At the Addis Ababa Conference it was reported that in one country
"Sespite drastic efforts at expansion of higher educational facilities
and through training abroad, the need for men with academic and pro-
fessional qualifications in the next five years would be in the region
of 20,000, while the output of individuals trai eg locally and oversesas
in the same period was in the region of 3,000." 1

Encouraging progress has been made in the field of higher educa-
tion. There are twenty-one university colleges in sub-Saharan Africa
nine of which have attained their present status since World War II. )

The older institutions were established by mission boards, and
religion was always a part of the curriculum, In recent years the
trend is definitely toward secular education, "with departments in the
sociel and technical sciences leading the revolt against the religious
and humanistic foundations of the school, What this foreshadows, I
am afraid, is contained in Toynbee's prediction that 'the Afro-Asien
nations appear to be swallowing the technological huslts of Western
civilization without digesting the spiritual kernel'"(3)

Bryan feels that in the modern rush to provide higher education,
African leaders may "forget the roots of the plant called 'university?®."(4)

However, it must not be concluded that higher education in Africa
is anti-religious. There are Student Christian movements on the many
campuses and significant Christian conferences are held fram time to
time. The most outstanding of these was,6 the All-Africa Church Con-
ference held on the Ibadan campus in 1958, (5

In addition Dr.Bryan found in his survey tour among thirty univer-
sity colleges in all Africa that theological centers, although on the
periphery of the newer institutions, are showing signs of creativity.

Ihe Addis Abeba Plap

The Conference at Addis Ababa (1961l) summarized its recommendations as
follows:

(2) That the development of humen resources is as urgent and essen-
tiel as the development of natural resources;

(b) that educational investment is of a long-term nature, but, if
properly plammed, obtains simultaneously a high rate of return;

(1)Final Report, UNESCO Conference of African States. Op.cit., p. 6,

(2)Bryan, G.McLeod. Op.cit.,p. 8.

(3)Bryan,G.McLeod.  Op.cit., pp. 9 and 11,

(4)Tbid., p. 11.

(5)Por a further discussion of "Education and Cultural Agencies", see
lord Hailey, An African Survey (Revised) 1956, Chapter XVII.
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(c) that the comtent of education should be related to econcmic needs,
greater weight being given to scilence and its applicatioms;

(d) that in Africa, at ite present level of development, the highest
priority in education should be accorded to ensuring that an
adequate proportion of the population receives at secondary and
post-secondary levels the kinds of skills required for economic
development;

(e) that African countries should aim at providing universal primary
education within two decades; at the same time, speciel attention
should be given to adult education and on-the-job training;

(£) tbat low or no-interest loans, repayable preferably in local
currencies over long periods (in addition to tax revemes and
grants), are a suitable source of finance for same forms of
educational expenditure, recurring as well as non-recurring. (1)

Much importance was given by the Conference to study and research in
the field of education, This would include:

(a) The relationship between different patterns of development and
manpower needs;

(b) timing and balance in relastion to education and ecomomic factors;

(¢) priorities essential to the development of a balanced educational
system;

(d) economic and social returns to be derived from investments in
education;

(e) integration and co-ordination by each government of all resources
available to education, including public and private, internal
and external, cash and kind;

(f) problems faced by education in a phase of transition from a non-
cash to a cash economy; and

(g) the tectmology of teaching, in order to reduce either student
hours or the teacher/student ratio. 2

Studies of a theoretical and general nature are to b2 undertaken by UNESCO,
while specialized omes will be carried out by national governments themselves,

(1) Final Report, UNESCO Conference of African States. Op.cit.,Chapter II,p.l12,
(2) Final Report, UNESCO Conference of African States. Op.cit.,Chapter II,p.13.
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The outstanding achisvement at Addis Ababa was the drafting anl adopi-
ing of “wo told plans, cne a short-term plan (1961-66) and the other a long-
term one {19€1-80).

There are two aspects to what is imown as the economics of education.
The first is the relation of ths cost of educational plans to the resources of
2 nation. It was pointed out at Addis Ababa that to achieve universal pri-
mary education in Ethiopia, for example, would require a budget three times
as large es the present national incame. The other aspect of the economics
of education is that not only is education a good thing in itself, if is a
paying thing. It is estimated that wise invesiment of funds In education
orings in a return of seven percent or more.

This means that economic investment in new nations should always be ac=-
companied by a corresponding effort in the field of education, so close is the
relation between education and economic development.

The short-term Five Year Plan calls for raising the present over-all
average of 40% of the school age population to 51% by 1966, that is, from
11 million pupils to 15 million; and for increasing the secondary school en-
rollment from 3% to 9%, or from 800,000 students to 2,500,000,

The long range Twenty Year Plan envisages the establishment of univer-
sal primary education by 1980; a secondary school enrollment of 30% of those
vho finish primary school; and in higher education 20% of those completing
secondary educatien.

The estimated cost of the Five Year Plan is $4,150,000,000, more than
half of which, namely, $2,840,000,000, is expected to come from the African
states themselves, and the rest from international sources, The amount
coming from outside, it is hoped, will gradually diminish as the process of
"Africanizing" education gets under way.

Illiteracy

In reference to educational needs, one is impressed by the percentage
of illiteracy which challenges the educational resources of every one of the
African countries, '"Director-General Vittorino Veronese stated in his final
remarks at the Eleventh General Conference of UNESCO in Paris in November 1960
that 'man does not live by bread alone! and that ignorance in the most remote
ecorner of the globe represents a blight on the sum of human knowledge and
mist be eradicated if mmanity is to survive."(1)

Literacy of the population is a useful indicator of the relative de-
velopment of a country as a result of its educative process in the past.

According to United Nations Review for September 1961, illiteracy in
the world is most widespread among the indigenous population in Africa, where

(1) Wilson, Frank T. "The Future of Missionary Enterprise in Africa South

of the Sabara”, Ihe Jourpal of Negro Education, Vol. XXX, No. 3,
Summer 1961, p. 328.
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ratios run to 80 and 90 percent. Actua.lly illiteracy appears to be decreas-
ing in every country for which date is avajilatle.

Females generally show definitely higher illiteracy ratios than males.
As the percentage of illiteracy declined, the sex difference begins to disep-
pear,

The figures from the United Nations Review (September 1961) are c?
more favorable if compared with the figures compiled by UNESCO for 195;:1?
In this year it was estimated that between 95 and 99 percent of all African
adults were illiterate in British Somaliland, French Eguatorial Africa,
French Scmaliland, and French West Africa. For Gembia, Nyasalané, Sierra
Leone and Zanz:.be.r the percentage was 90 to 95 percent; in Nigeria it was
85 to 90 percent; in Kenya, Northern Fhodesia, 75 to 80 percemt; in Uganda
70 to 75 percent; and the Congo 60 to 65 percent.

"There are practically no State-run schools for African children in
most African territories; it is the missioms that run the schools, sometimes
with limited grants from the governments. A large proportion of children re-
ceive no schooling at all., Less than twenty percent of the five to fourteen
age group in 1955 were enrolled in schools in British Somaliland, Gembia,
Sierra Leone, Samalia, Sudan, Fremch Equatorial Africa, French West Africa,
Portuguese Guinea, Liberia, Mozambique, Tanganyike, Zanziber, Angola and
Ethiopia. For Kenya, Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Belgian Congo, Bechuana-
land Madasgascar, Nigeria, Swaziland, French Togoland, Uganda, French

rootzs Ruande-Urundi and South-West Africa, the percentage was twenty to
forty.,"

It was further reported that most of those students enrolled attended
for two or three years only, and learned an absolute minimum, A small per-
centage continued their education after the age of eleven or twelve, but the
percentage that received any more advanced form of education was infinitesi-
mal,

Mission Schools

Undoubtedly, it is in the field of education that the Christian churches
have made their greatest contribution in Africa. Many of the leaders of the
new states received their education in mission schools. Mt is estimated that
at least eighty percent of primary educa‘bi(osl in sub-Saharan Africa was under
the control of missions as late as 1959."

"A11 over Africa for the last half-century (Christian) missions have
been deeply involved in education. Almost all thne present leaders were edu-
cated inChristian schools. There were no others. And so we discover, with
amazement, that Africa has a corps of leaders with a maturity of judgement, a

(1) As cited by Jack Woddis. Africa: The Roots of Revolt. New York:
The Citadel Press, 1960, p. 154.
(See special UNESCO study - World Illiteracy at Mid-Century,1957).
(2) Woddis, Op.cit.,p. 154. (Also see "Education” Table 2, United Natioms-
Report on ¥orld Social Situation 1957, p. 67.)

(3) ¥Wilson, Frank T. !The Future of the Missionary Enterprise in Africa

Scuthéof the Sahara" in The Journal of Negro Education,Summer 1961,
p. 32
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gresp of political and soc

ial forces, a sense of re5ponsibjd:§ty, and a capacity
for =ffe2tive action beyond tr

ne expectation of any of us."

In an address before the U.S. Senate, Senator Claiborne Pell stated
«-at sixteen of the twenty-three heads of African nations had received at
least par: of their ecéucation in Christian schools, iwelve in Roman Catholic
schools and four in Protestant institutions., He said, "The Western world
owes a great debt to Christian missionaries in Africa. Without them the
netions of Afriza would have been much more poorly equipped to join the familgf
of nations, and concitions would be far less stable in Africa than they are.” 2)

Mristian mission schools have been the subject of considerable con-
troversy in the past. Before the arrival of Europeans in Africa, education
was almost exelusively controlled by the tribe, and suited to the needs of
tribal society. The activities of the missionaries, traders and the setting
up of colonial goverrment meant that Africans had many more contacts outside
of tribal life and they were not prepared to meet the new situations. Tribal
education was greatly weakened, especially when the mission schools opposed
such practices as witchcraft and polygamy, and oriented their curricula along
campletely different lines.

Not all of the Christian missionaries who went to Africa favored educa~
tional work and there are some groups even today which oppose it on principle.
"To a very great many people, giving schooling to the Africans seemed the
height of folly. More than one group of missionaries entered Africa, even
in quite recent times, fi::('m%y convinced that their sole task was the direct
preaching of the Gospel," 3 Dr, Carpenter states, however, generally
speaking, such missionaries have changed their minds and now realize that the
Gospel is addressed to man's whole being and not just his soul.

As mission schools developed and grew in number, they were criticized
by some because their "pfO?ucts campared unfavorably with those of tribal edu-
cation of the old kind,"(4 It should be pointed out, however, that "there
is a tendency to hold mission education to blame for many of those evils of
the present social situation, wh%ch should more justly be blamed on recent
and very rapid econamic change.!"(%

It is true that early mission education failed to give enough atien-
tion to African needs and to mold its curricula and policies to the African
situation, but this is not the case today except in some instances. "At the
present time mission boards are reckoning with revolutionary changes that
have resgl‘bed in twenty-two new independencies in Africa within the past five
years,"

(1) From an address by George W.Carpenter (umpublished manuseript used with
permission).

(2) Presbyterian Life, Volume 15, No. II, June 1, 1962, p. 26.

(3) Carpenter, George W. The Way in Africa. Friendship Press, New York:
1959, p. 38.

(4) Batten, T.R. Problems of African Development. London: Oxford Univ.,
Press, 1960, p. 27.
(5) Ibid.,p. 27.

(6) Wilson, Frank., Op.cit., p. 327.
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With the great emphasis being given by African states to education and
their commitment to enlarged programs, the place of mission schocls may be
less prominent than in the past. However, the demand for educatiom is so
great, and the resources to meet the challenge are so limited » that the change
will probably be gradual. Schools with a Christian purpcse and orientation
are likely to prove of value if they can adjust toc the new situation and can
prove that they are in tune with the aspirations of the emergent nstions.

Dr.Frank T.Wilson states that there is no guarantee that the missionary
enterprise, including its educational system, will continmue for a long time,
and he raises some important questions, n(1) %hat is the volume of need for
education in these areas? (2) What is the desire of the indigemous peoples
and their govermments? (3) To what extent are governmemts pr ed ‘o meet
the need? (4) What will be the role of indigenous churches?® The de-
cisions regarding these, and other important issues, ne says, will not be
made unilaterally in the United States or Great Britain, but on the basis of
partnership with the churches of the countries concerned,

cati + e

President Kennedy in addressing the Board of Foreign Scholarships on
February 27, 1961 stated that ™there is no better way of helping new natioms
of Latin America, Africe and Asia in their present pursuit of freedom and
better living conditions th?n by assisting them to develop their man re-
sources through education."(2) .

Among African educationel problems are those resulting from an insuf-
ficiency of qualified techmicians, teachers, doctors, engineers, agricultural
experts, economists and public administrators., In many cases they must rely
on foreign experts to perform essential services until Africans themselves
are trained in these modern skills.

According to the Department of State report, during 1960, "a total of
1,165 African students from south of the Sahara were enrolled in American
colleges and universities - nearly four times as many as ten years ago., The
vast majority were financed under private auspices or with the complete or
partial support of their own government. Only about 14 percent were spon-
sored by agencies of the United States Govermment. The mumber of African
students in the United States is relatively small compared with those from
other areas of the world. Various factors account for this. Africens in
colonial areas were encouraged to study in European countries; educational
systems in the colonies and dependencies were patterned on and in some cases
integrated with those of the mother country. Even todey, when many of
these areas have become independent countries, large mmbers of Africans are
studying at the post high school level in Great Britain, in France and other
Western European countries."(3)

(1) wilson,Frank., Op.cit., p. 327.

(2) African Studies Bulletin. Published by African Studies Association.
Vol. IV, No. II, May 1961. Article prepared by the Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs, Department of State, titled
"Eduecational and Cultural Exchange with Africa: The Program of
the Department of State.”

(3) 1Ibid., p. 1.
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Total Middle and
Africa Northern Southern
() Africe ic
Enrollment % | Enrollment % Enrollment %
(Thousends) (Thousands) (Thousands)
At the first e}rel
of education(? 16,250 91 3,857 & 12,393 %
At the second level
of education(4 1,432 8 663 L 7%9 6
At the third
of educatimj(gyd 144 0.8 100 2.2 A 0.3
TOTAL for
a1l 1evels'?) 17,826 100.0| 4,620 1000 | 13,206 100.0
(1) Northern Africa: Spanish West Africa, Spanish possessions in North Africa,

Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt.
Middle and Southern Africa: the remainder of Africa.

(2) Not including pre-school, special and adult education,

(3) Not including pre-school.

(4) General, vocational, teacher training,

(5) Universities and other higher education,

Source: UNESCO. Basic Facts and Figures, Paris: 191, p. 20,
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No.
Year Students
State Universities founded (1960 figures)
Congo(Leopoldville) Lovanium University 1954 485
State Univ. ,Elizabethville 1956 11
Ethiopia Univ, College of Arts
and Sciences(Addis Ababa) 1950 426
Ghana University of Ghena(formerly
University College of (Ghana
est, 1948 1961 671 ('é1)
Kumasi College of Techmology 1951 800 ('61)
Univ, College of Cape Coast 1961 n.a.
Kenya Royal Technical College 1955 250
Liberia University of Liberia 1951 750
Malagasy Institute of Higher Studies
(to be absorbed by the pro-
jected Charles de Gaulle Un.)1955 862 (*59)
Nigeria University College,Ibadan 1948 1,136 (*61)
University of Nigeria,Nsukka 1960 300 ('61)
Nigerian College of Arts,
Science,and Technology 1948 1,200
Senegal University of Dekar 1957 1,398 ('61)
Sierra Leone University College of Sierra
leone (formerly Fourah
Bay College, est,1827) 1960 302
Scuthern Rhodesia Univ, College of Rhodesia
and Nyasaland 1955 232
Sudan Univ, of Khartoum(formerly
Gordon Memorial College,
est. 1902 1956 1,000
Tanganyika Univ. College of Tanganyika 1961 n.a,
Uganda University College of
East Africa(Mekerere)
(Originally a secondary
school, est.1921) 1950 912 (61)

Source: Africs Report. Vol. 6, No. 10, November 1961, p. 14.
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Tha 2nief media of modern mass camunications in tropical Africa are the
ese, the radio ané the motlon picturs, Any survey of formal news media in

rica must give some recogn:.t:.on o the overvhelming geographic, llngais“cla,
.2 sponomic parriers to all forms of cammmnication.  Other difficulties ine
cluée poor transport facilities, widespread illiteracy, the shortage of techni-
cal s‘....ll., and {inancial inability of the great majority of its peovle to buy
a racio seb or even an occacional newspaper. A UNESCO report concluded that
L.eVEPapers ;m)zd radios arve lesc developed in Africa than in eny other region of
the world,

2}:888

t‘: i*;'ﬁ

At a UNESCO Conference it was repcrted that in Africa there is only one
newspeper, two radio receivers and half a cinema seat for every hundred people,
about the lowest level for any major area, The African nations have now set
for themselves a goal of %en newspapers, five radio receivers and two cinema
seats,

Newspapers have only become an important educational medium in Africa in
the past generatlon and even now there are many areas where there are no news=-
papers, because of widespread illiteracy or poverty. Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra
Ieone and Geambia are better served by newspapers than other countrles Nigeria
alone has twenty daily newspapers, most of them in the English language. The
readership in these countries is around 400,000, but newspapers are often reed
by many more than one persam.,

Most African newspapers are understaffed, news is rather poorly written
and edited and printing presses are inferior. However, in spite of many dif-
ficulties and ceficiencies, newspapers have in many instances not only supplied
news but they have also helped mold opinion. It is believed that they hastened
the end of colonialism in West Africa., In countries such as Kenya, Tanganyika,
Northern Rhodesia, and Southern Rhodesia and parts of the Congo, the press is
constantly growing in importance,

Not all newspapers are African; some are controlled or run by govern-
ments, missions, or Buropeans, In Christien work, the printed page, whether
it be the Bible itself or Christian literature, is an integral part of the life
of missions and churches., Within this program, Christian periodicals and mag-

azines have helped the development of indigemous churches, sometimes with funds
from ahroad.

Jemseary 1, 1%L,
(2)UNESCO Newsletter, March 1962,
For a further discussion of the African press, see background paper, "Press
and Radio in Post—Independence Africa, prepared by Robert Hartland.

: : e s.  Background book of
Eighth Natioml Guni'erenee, U.S. Natioml Gumissmn for UNESCO, Boston
October 22-26, 1961.
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The following is a list of some of the more prominent magazines:

LIGHT Sudan FANASTMA Vadasgascar
ENVOL Congo LA SREMAINE CAMEROUNAISE Cameroun
NEW DAY Uganda AFRICA CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE Rhodesia
ROCK Kenya SEME LCXCI Sierras lLeome
BURAKEYE Ruanda~-Urundi CHRISTIAN MESSENGER Ghana

NENO IA IMANI Congo CHRISTIAN MQNITQOR Nigeria

Badio

Redio broadcasting began in Africa in the 1930's, but largely as a ser-
vice to the European population. The first countries to broadeast were those
vhich had sizeable European populations, namely, Kenya, Angola, Mozambigue,
Southern Rhodesia and the Congo.

Radio programs for Africans began same years later, but few of them orig-
inated in Africa. In more recent years considerable improvement has been made
in the programs., On the technical side, even powerful transmitters have their
peculiar problems in the tropics, with so much static during the rainy season.

Having radio programs is one thing; having a listening audience is anoth-
er. For the vast majority of Africens the purchase of a radio set is beyond
their means. In many rural areas, electricity does not exist and the servicing
of battery-run sets presents many problems. In all of Africa it is estimated
that there are only 19 radio receivers per 1,000 inhabitants. The mmber of
pecple per radio in a number of sub-Saharan countries are;:(1)

Republic of Congo

(Leopoldville) 79 Guinea 120
Cameroun 32 Ivory Coast 62
Chad 433 Mali 538
Dahomey 100 Mauritania 640
Ethiopia 218 Nigeria 137
Gabon 210 Tenganyikae 116
Ghana 52 Togo 288

The growing importance of radio as a means of commmication must be recog-
nized. A UN study states that "the present-day trend in seeking to inform
and educate hitherto remote peoples is seen in the current use of 109 vernacu-
lars in t?is medium as against 58 in the press and a total of 72 in all printed
media.”(2 The power to unify public opinion and to create understending of
national aims in a country which has recently achieved independence is quite
significant,

Television

In the use of television Nigeria made a promising start in 1959, with
transmitiers at Ibaden and Lagos. Same 4,000 sets were sold and the esti-
mated nightly audience approached 50,000 with perhaps 20-25 viewers per set,

(1) Source: A World of Facts. Civic Education Service, Inc. 1961.

(2) UNESCO, Africa end the United States - Images and Realities.
Final Report, 8th National Conference of the U.S. National
Commission for UNESCO, October 1961, p. 76.
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"A one-nhour noncormercial educational program 5 days a week was itransmitted for
the Minisiry of Ecucation. By the fall of 1960 the educational program was
not only utilizing films from Western sources but also developing live programs
locally. More than 90 schools bad receivers at this time, and the Ministry of
Fducation had plans ’?o install nearly 1,000 more in schools, nospitals, and
other institutions."(1)

The popularity of television stimulated a similar development in other
areas, In the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland television transmissions
started in November 1960 in Salisbury. By February 1961 more than 8,000 re-
ceivers had been sold in the Salisbury area (most of them owned by Europeans),
Television is expected to make its appearance in Ghana in 1962 with three
transmitters servicing Accra, Kumasi, and Sekondi-Takoradi. The Goverrment
also intends to install receivers in the schools and make extensive use of
television in education. The Govermment of Ethiopia is plamming a 500-watt
television transmitter for the Addis Ababa area which might make its appear-
ance in 1962,  An estimated 1,000 television receivers are already in use in
Eritrea, using a local armed services channel, Kenya is seeking commercial bids
for a proposed television in education, and Guinea has been pramised a tele-
vision station from the Soviet Union.

"Television is still a fascinating novelty in Africa and a number of
observers have noted the willingness of Africans to meke great financial
gacrifice in order to acquire a receiver, It is too early to appraise its
usefulness in education, but one must applaud the pioneering efforts of such
African govermments as Nigeria, Ghana, and Mali to utilize this potentially ime
portant medium in the fight against illiteracy,"(2)

Ginema

In 1960, Africa (Egypt and Algeria excepted) had a total of 2,234 com-
mercial projection facilities including 1,883 permenent movie theaters, 267 drive-
in or seasonal locations, and a reported 8; mobile projectors. "On the basis
of 200 million population, there is only about one projection facility per
10,000 gs:pulatian = but even this represents a significant increase since
1955, #( In Ghana (1960) there were an estimated 300 projectors available
to schools, churches, and various govermment bodies,

Bartland comments that "the cinema habit is by now well rooted in African
urben life and same rudimentary surveys have revealed that close to a majority
in 2 mmber of cities attend at least once per month - including a considerable
mmber who are illiterate, Africa has no commercial feature film production
and thus remains dependent upon American, European, Indian, Egyptian, and Com~
mmist-bloe imports. But there is increasing production of documentaries and
newsreels by local film units, especially in the new West African states ?hqrt
educational films have also been produced for same years in many areas. "4

(1) See article by Robert Hartland. Africa and the United States - Images
ond Beallties. Op.cit., pp. 201-204.
(2) 1bid., p. 203.

(3) Ibdd., p. 200.
(4) Ibid., p. 200. Also see "Africa and the Cinema," J,Koyinde Vaughan,
Langston Hughes, ed. (New York: Crown
Publishers, 1960,
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Information on the state of health in the various countries is at
present far from adequate for a satisfactory review of the health situation.
In many countries, particularly in econamically under-developed regionms,
certain commmicable diseases, either in epidemic or endemic form, ere still
a serious health problem and constitute the main causes of mortality among
the population,

The LN, Report on the World Social Situstion 1957(1) noted that cer-
tain diseases, such as the plague and yellow fever, appear to exist more or
less permanently in wildlife, which provides a reservoir of infection that
may suddenly start to spread the disease among domestic animals and human
beings, Thus, the sporadic, although strictly limited, outbreaks of the
plague are apparently due to the prevalemce of that disease among wild
rodents in certain parts of Africa. Epidemics of influenza have been re-
ported in Ethiopia and Madasgascar,

In the case of pulmonary tuberculosis, the control of this disease is
still far off, The disease seems to be more common in industrial areas,
In a few countries and territories of Africa (such as French West Africa,
Cameroun, Liberia, Nigeria and Tanganyika), pilot projects have been initi-
ated in order to collect essential informetion for plamming large-scale
anti-malarial programs.

Some well-watered parts are fever-stricken, and the isetse fly has
rendered nearly two-thirds of the tropical regions unproductive and uninhabe
itable,

"Mention must also be made of African diets. They have long consisted
of starchy food and have been characterized by a general lack of meat, milk,
and green vegetables, The real causes of low efficiency and output of Afri-
cans as a labor force may more often than not be found in melnutrition, de-
bilitation from disease, or both...It is perhaps also significant that the
consistent and rapid growth of population, which has teken place within the
last 40 years or so in a mmber of African territories, was highest in those
territories where the social and economic forces that usually accompany a
decline in the death mte(» )iave been in operation most effectively and for the
longest period of time,m\2

(1) United Nations - Report on the World Social Situation 1957 reviews in
some detail the health conditions in under-developed countries.

(2) Lorimer and Karp. pPopulation in Afpica. Op.cit., p. 21.
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The United Nations Report on the World Social Situation 1961%1) informs
us that the major health problems cammon to Africa are the six particularly

dangerous quarantinable diseases, plague, cholera, yellow fever, typhus, re-
lapsing fever and smallpox. The fear of their international spread is so
strong that about 170 states and territories have accepted Intermational
Senitery Regulations governing their control, and the few states not bound
by this international agreement do, in fact, observe most of its provisionms,
7hile not all cases of these diseases are reported, reporting is improving,
and thus the information which becomes available is more reliable.

"With the partial exception of smallpox, the quarantinable diseases
have become more limited in their geographical prevalence, and this is a
definite gain in world health. The main contributing factor may be assuz?esi
to be intense control measures carried through extended health services.™(2

Health Education

Batten, commenting on the problem of 'Prevention or Cure'! of disease
in Africa, writes that "the crux of the health problem is the education of
the great majority of the people who live in the rural areas. The most press-
ing need is that they should became willing to cooperate in measures to im-
prove their own situstion. Measures which do not have this as their aim are
merely palliatives which leave the basic causes of poverty, malnutrition, and
311 bealth untouched. The low wages received do little to offset the social-
1y harmful results of the migrant labor system in the villages. Poverty due
to these and other causes leaves many people both unable and unwilling to help
themselves, and scmetimes even unwilling to be helped, if soame effort of their
own is also required., Poverty, too, is the underlying cause of conditions of
housing and malnutrition which directly lead to a vast amount of preventable
disease and human suffering. Highly trained staffs in the tropics are much
too costly for them to be endlessly multiplied to deal with these problems in
detail. Their most important function therefore must be to help the people
to help themselves. More and more education must be provided. It is impor=-
tant in two ways. It is a powerful force in creating new needs and in arous-
ing the desire to have better living conditions. It also provides the know-
ledge by means of which many present barriers which block the way to prosperity,
health, and freedom from disease can be broken down."(3)

Medical Facilities

In 1957 it was reported that in the whole of tropical Africa there were
approximately 7,500 doctors and 125,000 hospital beds. "By Western standards,

(1) United Nations - Depertment of Economic and Social Affairs - Report on
Ihe World Social Situstion 1961. (E/CN.5/346/Rev. 1, pp. 2-3).

(2) Ibid., p. 3.
(3) Batten, T.R. P African Dev
sity Press. 1960. Part 1, pp. 24-25.
For a further review of the development of medical activities, the diseases
of Africa, the problems of mutrition, health services and education, see

Lord Hailey, An Afrdcan Survey(1956) Chapter XVI.

For e further discussion of health as a problem of African development, see
Batten, T.R. Problems of Africen Development, Third Ed. Chapters 2 & 3,Part IX,

London: Oxford Univ—
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these are still very modest (Bgures - a doctor to about every 22,000 persans and

a bed to about every 1,300, large parts of tropical Africa do not have a
doctor to 100,000 persons or a bed to 10,000,

In almost every African country, no matter where it stands in compari-
son with its neighbors, there is an acute awareness of the meed for more hospi-
tels. In most, this awaremess is being matched by action worthy of the need.
Neme almost any large city from Dakar to Addis Ababe or from Khartoum to Lourenco
Marques, and you will find either that its largest, most up-to-date and often
most handsome building is a hospital. These buildings are frequently mere facades
to cover the lack of an adequate medical program. It is safe to say, however,
that one of the chief occupations of govermment authorities is the establishment
of medical facilities capable of standing comparison, in the quality of its
equipment, instructors, research workers and students, with those of North Amer-
ica and Europe. "In the past few years, medical faculties have been estab-
lished at Dakar, Ibadan, Kampala (Makerere College), Kbartom, and Leopoldville
(Lovanium University).  Others are to be established et Accra, Salisbury and
Addis Ababa. When all of them are in operation, they will be eble to turn out

between 500 and 1,000 fully qualified doctczrg amually., The 1958 enrollment
in the medical schools was less than 400.7(2

"In all of tropical Africa there are between 10,000 and 12,500 mid-
wives and pharmacists and perhaps as many dispensers and nurses, most of them
African. While same of these are attached to base hospitals, more are field
workers,..to places seldom if ever visited by doctors, and to people who have
never seen a hospital, It is impossible to weigh in a statistical balance the
worth of the medical services rendered by these people, for every statistic is
a sufferer, and who can measure the suffering caused by a single digease, or
the relief from it that can come ?rsxn a shot in the arm, a course of amtibiotics,
or even a bottle of antiseptic?n(3

Available statisties bearing on the extent of health services are
largely limited to mmber of hospitel beds. The demands for hospital beds are
increasing in many countries, and the provision for hospital service is, as a
rule, taking priority over that of an integrated local health service.

Mortality
For summarizing the conditioms of mrtelj(ty in various parts of the
world, United Nations studies used three measures:\4

(a) the crude death-rate, i.e., the annual mmber of deaths
per 1,000 inhabitantsg

(b) the infant mortality rate, i.e., the mmber of deaths
under one year of age per 1,000 live births;

(c) the expectation of life at birth, i,e., the average mmber
of years to be lived by a new=born child,

(1) Kimble, George H. 9%9_2}%% Vol, II. New York: The Twentieth
Century Fund, 1960, pp. .
(2) Kimble, Ibid., p.16l.

(3) 1vid., p. 161.
(4) United Nations - Report on World Social Situation 1957. p. 12.
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The first one - the crude death-rate - does not give a perfect measure
of the level of mortality because it is influenced by the age camposition of
the population (thus a higher proportion of aged persons implies a higher crude
death-rate, other things being equal). But in countries with poor statistics,
it is often the only index that it is possible 1o obtain.

The infant mortality rate is not only an index of mortality as such, it
is also an importent indicator of the level of living. For example, the care
given to infants is related to the level of educatioh as well as to health con-
diticms.

The expectation of 1ife at birth is the best synthetic index of mortal-
1ty; it reflects mortality experience at all age levels and is free of influence
from the age composition of the population. Unfortunately, many countries do
not have the data required for its calculation. The registration of deaths in
Africa is even more inadequate and fragmentary than that of births. 1In some
cases registration of deaths is not campulsory. In the circumstances it is
impossible to get a good estimate of present death-rates in Africa as a whole,

(See TABLE No.6-BIRTHS AND DEATHS: DATA AVATIABLE AS OF
APRTL 1, 1962 of selected countries)

Protestant Medical Miselons

It would be difficult to point to any major area of Africe where the
initiative in the medical program was not first taken by Protestant missioms.
Dr. Harold G.Anderson, M.D., writing about "The Changing Patiern of Medical
Missions, " reported that "local authorities were quick to notice the prestige and
popularity which such work engendered. Beginning as a rule in the main centers
of populetion, they have developed the extent and variety of their work...The
new Protestant mission emphasis on welfare work...owes a real tribute to unbro-
ken Roman Catholic activities along this line...It is still so new as to be
reviewed with suspicion as theologically unsound in certain evangelical circles.
Yet healing gnd welfare work must surely be csnplenentary aspects of our total
response to Christ's 'second cannandmen‘t'."(l

The first world-wide study of medical missions(2) was prepared by the
Missionary Research Library in 1959. The materials for this survey and
directory were gathered through correspondence, questionnaires, study of reports
and periodicals issued by missionery societies and national committees. Approx-
imately 75 percent of the total work of Protestant medical missions in Africa
is represented in TABLE No.,l5 - PROTESTANT MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS IN AFRICA.

Credit must be given to the Christian Medical Coupcil for Overseas
¥York which provides information for greater correlation of efforts among
mission boards at the home base and more effective integration of activities
on the field, relating medical work more closely to the life of the local
churches, to government health programs and to the growing Christian profession-
al leadership. Overseas, in the newly emerging countries, such as those in

(1) Anderson, Harold G., M.D. "The Changing Pattern of Medical Missions,"
Occasional Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 11, October 12, 1954, New York:
Missionary Research Library,

(2) "Directary of Protestant Medical Missions" campiled by Arthur W. March.

Occasional Bulletin,Vol. X, No. 3, April 14, 1959.New York:
Missionary Research Library,
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Africa, the Christian Medical Council urges the development .of higher education

for doctors and nurses, so they may take tkheir place in the Christian medicel
enterprise in their own countries.

Tae Anericen Leprosy Missions, Inc., ) the first Protestant society
begun in 1874 for the exclusive purpose of aiding leprosy victims, now sup-
ports one hundred and sixty treatment centers (hospitals, clinics, settlements,
village dispensaries, etc.) in 42 countries, reaching scme 70,000 patients.
(See TABLE No. 15 -for Leprosaria figurss in Africa).

An outstanding mission medicel center in Africa is the Ipstitut Medical
Evangeligue ("IME") at Kimpese, and one of the most rapidly developing Protes-
tant medical services, accessible from all parts of the Congo. It bas the
possibility of becoming a diagnostic and treatment center for mich of West
Central Africa, not only for its vast population, but also for Christian mis-
sionaries and other western persomnel idemtified with the life in that area
of Africa.

In Ethiopia both the Christian missions and the Ethiopian Goverrment
are striving to meet the acute public-health needs. A govermment school at
Gondar, operated partly by United States Point Four persomnel, is turning out
qualified public-health off'icers to man centers throughout the coumtry. Pres-
byterian hospitals are training medical assistants, Recently His Majesty
Haile Selassie, asked the United Presbyterian Church to staff a proposed
fifty-bed hospital at Gore and supervise fifteen health centers in surrounding
parts of Ilubabor province, in western Ethiopia.

Steven Spencer, writing for IRe Saturdgy Evening Pogt, after an inspec-
tion trip of medicel missions in Africa, reported in an article titled 'Medi-
cine for a Sick Continent'!, that "during a recent visit to several African
countries - French Cameroons (now the Republic of the Cameroun), Gebon, Kenya,
Uganda and Egypt - my wife and I saw an unforgettable cross-section of these
health problems.,.Malaria is the main cause of infant mortality...Tuberculosis
is still a major killer...This is a land where poor heelth is the common con=
dition of the people, where a third to a half of the infants die in their first
year, and only 50 percent of the survivors live to adulthood. Africa is short
of everything medical - doctors, murses, hospitals medicines and modern health
information among the people. This last-nsned deficiency is the most wide-
spread and the most difficult to correct,®(2

(1) American Leprosy Missions, Ine. 297 Park Avemue South, New York 10,N.Y.

(2) Spencer, Steven M. "Medicine for a Sick Continent”, article in
(reprint) 1961.
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Hospi- Dispen- Sani-  Lepro-
Country tals saries taria  saria  Total
Angola 13 6 - 10 29
Basutoland 1 1 - - 2
Bechuanaland 3 4 - - 7
Cameroun (French) 10 11 - 6 27
Cameroun (British) 4 2 - 4 10
Congo 108 87 - 37 232
Eritrea - A - - 4
Ethiopia 13 16 - 3 32
Gabon 1 - - - 1
Gembia - 1 - - 1
Ghana 3 4 - - 7
Kenya 12 4 - 6 R
Liberia 1 4 - 8 13
Madasgascar - 1 - - 1
Mozambique 4 6 - 1 11
Nigeria 30 26 - 21 77
Nyasaland 2 2 - 1 5
Northern Rhodesia 23 16 - 4 43
Southern Rhodesia 18 16 - - 3
Sierra Leone 3 1 - 1 5
Scmaliland - 2 - - 2
South-West Africa - 1 - - 1
Tanganyika 23 3 1 8 63
Uganda 4 A - 3 1
Union of South Africa(Cape Prov.) 9 - - - 9
Republic of South Africa:
Natal 9 1 - - 10
Transvaal 4 1 - - 5
Zululand 6 1 - - 7
West Africa 1 6 - - 7
305 269 1 113 688

March, Arthur W, and Price, Frank W,

Qccasiopgl Bulletin, Vol. X, No. 3, Rpril 14, 1959,
New York: Missionary Research Library,

"Protestant Medical Missions Today",
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ZIE RELIGIONS OF AFRICA

Religion is basic fo the total life of man, and in a study of Africa
it must occupy an important place,

There are three ways of looking at the religions of Africa, (1) their
relative mmerical strength, (2) their characteristics and tasic assumptions,
and (3) their history and their outreach in society as a whole.

The three outstanding religions in Africa today are Islam, Animism
and Christianity. In a sense only Animism is the religion of Africa, that
is, it is indigenous to the area, whereas Islam and Christianity were brought
in from the outside. All three are widespread and have millions of adherents.

According to the most recent eitimates , the figures for the three main
religions of Africa are as 3‘.‘011<J'.vs:(l

A1l North Sub-Saharan South
JAfrica Africa —Africa Afxdca

MUSLIM(low assumptions) 61,387,231 45,401,850 15,875,158 110,223
(high assumptions) 88,791,000(2) 60,000,000 28,000,000 110,223

ANDMISTS (estimated) 128,900,000 12,500,000 107,500,000 8,900,000
SHRISTIAND
Roman Catholic 23,605,237 2,047,160 20,588,540 969,537
Protestant(commmity) 19,587,513 254,053 11,872,669 7,460,791
Orthodox and Eastern 487,362 1,362,733 3,500,282 7,347

48,%4_1;12 31663’%6 35;%21491 8,437)675

In addition to the above religious groups, members of the Jewish and
Hindu religion number over half a million respectively.

There are more animists than Christians in sub-Saharan Africa, and there
was a time when animism had more influence as a social force than Christianity.
However, as Africa develops, econamically, politically, culturally and socially,
and modern civilization makes an impact upon society, people modify their way
of life and animism is not adequate for human needs and new types of situatioms.
It still exercises control over large areas of untouched masses in Africa's
communal society. Animism and commmalism, nevertheless, bave been seriously
challenged by Christianity.

Source: (1) mm_%wm. London: World Dominion Press, Ltd.,
1962.

(2) ¥orld Alpange 1962. It is estimated that two-thirds are in
North Africa; one-third in sub-Saharan Africa and
South Africa,
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"The commmalism of this (African) society - the subordinating of the in-
dividual to the commmity - controlled by the enimistic religion, was first chal-
lenged six or eight decades ago by the old, extreme individualism of the West...
Ghristianj(t¥ has played a powerful role in this break-up, openly challenging
animism," (1

Following the introduction of Western individualism, the African in more
recent times sees a reaction in the West against individualism and in favor of
an advanced communalism, and this leaves him rather perplexed.

Another serious aspect of the religious situation is the separation be-
tween the sacred, or the spiritual, and the secular., Traditionally for the
African there is no such distinction. Thus, says Emory Ross, when the African
sees the advocates of a religion hesiteting to denounce social injustice and
abuse because it is believed the Church must only occupy itself with the spiri-
tual aspect of life, "he is profoundly shocked.®

Many voices are being raised concerning the vitality, strength and valid-
ity of the three main religions. Some over-emphasize the spread of Islam and
the decline of Christianity, whether it be Roman Catholic or Protestant. Others
would see in Islam, Communism and secularism the most serious obstacles to the
spread of Christianity. It must be remembered, however, that these are large-
ly subjective opinions, and that the question is a very complex one. The re-
ligious situation in Africa can be said to be in a state of fluidity, and many
new forces are being btrought to bear upon it in a revolutionary, transitional
period.

It may well be that the obstacles to the spread of Christianity lie
more within than without. Emory Ross believes that "the four horsemen that
ride hardest against Christianity in Africa" are (1) the split between the
fgpiritual” and the "secular®, (2) the division between Roman Catholics and
Protestants, (3) the divisions among Protestants, and, (4) the division be-
tween white and black., These "splits", Ross maintains, tend more than any-
thing else to disillusion the Africen who has been led to believe that the
universality of Christianity was a controlling force in Christian society. (@)

The struggle in Africa today is a struggle for human rights, for human
dignity. It is a battle for social justice and the uplifting of human beings.
It is a battle to free the minds and spirits of men. ™In this battle the
Christien Gospel has no equal., Despite the human weaknesses of its followers,
it is the world's greatest battler for the spirits of men, for that freeing
and empowering of the spirits of Jslen that is their right. 1In Africa, that
right, above all, is required,"{3

Christianity brought a new emphasis to Africa, namely, the worth of
the individual, later to be followed by the creation of Christian communities.
At the Eighth National Conference of the U.S. National Commission for UNESCO,
held in Boston October 22-26, 1961, there was recognition of this in the dis-
cussions. It was said that Christianity "may have caused confusion in

(1) Boss, Emory. Africen Heritage. New York: Friendship Press, 1952,p. 10.
(2) 1nvid., p. 13.
(3) Ivid., p. 20.
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Africa, but it is a valueble confusion, for it is stimulating Africans to be
themselves, to be more camplete persons than before. This emphasis on the
person as an individual with his obligation to act, to choose and to bear re- )
sponsibilities for Lis actions is aiding in the development of a new Africa.”

I. ANDASM

Magazine articles in the United States sometimes highlight the super-
stitions and witcheraft - the sorcery snd magic - in Africa, but fail to deal
in any understanding way with the tic enviromment of the spirit world in
which the African 1ives. Bola Ige(2) prefers the phrase "African faiths and
beliefs" to African Animism because, while he concedes that the latter term
might well describe the religious practices of primitive people in some re-
mote parts of the continent, it would not apply to the highly organized reli-
gious systems to be found among the Buganda, Yoruba or Hausa peoples.

"In one sense of the word you are an animist if you are a Christian,
Muslim, Jew, Buddhist, Hindu, or an adherent to any riligion that believes in
spirit, spirits, angels, demons, ghosts, or souls, (3

The sophisticated American who lives in a so-called scientific age,
and a materialistic enviromment, may have lost the sense of awe concerning the
unseen world, but the African is very conscious of the world "not made with
hands”, This may be the reason why the African is said to be incurably
religious,

"The more that a man believes to be supernatural, the less inclined
is he to distinguish between the possible and the impossible, the wish and the
reality, knmowledge and faith, thought and substance, the realms of the secular
and the religious. Such distinctions mean little to the primitive African.
For him the animate axzd the inanimate, the here and now and the hereafter are
all but indivisible."(4) For him a stone may be as deserving of respect as a
live animsl, and he may believe that a dead man's spirit can reside in either
one, "There are at least five important kinds of spirits:

1. The creator spirit of spirits

2. The chief spirits (with special r ibilities for earth,
sky, sea, animal life, fire, etec.

3. The deified ancestors
4. Evil or mischievous spirits
5. The reletively insignificant spirits of forest,field and streem,"(?)

and gtes - Images angd Bealities. Final Report. Eighth

National Conference U.S.National Commission for UNESCO. Boston:
October 22-26, 19%61. p. 66.

(2) Ige, Bola. "Christianity and African Faiths and Beliefs!" in the
Student ¥World, Vol. LI, No. 4,Fourth Quarter 1958,p. 362.

(3) Nida, Fugene A,, and Smalley,Williem A., Introducing Animism. New York:
Friendship Press, 1959,p. 3.

(4) Kimble, George H.T. Tropical Africe (Vol.II) New York: The Twentieth
Century Fund, 1960, p. 19.

(5) Nida and Smalley, Op.cit., p. 17.
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The religion of the African, referred to by some as animism or by other:
as spiritism, is composed of three elements: Spiritism (including ancestor
worship); belief in a Supreme Being; and the belief in magic,

For the African, death is not the end of all things, it is only a stage
in the existence of the mman spirit. This being so, reverence for one's
ancestors and a feeling of dependence upon them are an integral part of life,
and these engender a semse of duty toward the ancestors, the fulfillment of

which may take the form of offerings of food and drink as a sort of thank-offer
ing to a protector.

Natural phenomena such as lightning, rain, and wind seem to the African
animist to have power, and by extension, the hills and rocks, the trees, riv-
ers and animals, must possess it, too. Thus, when a dead whale was washed
ashore near Accra, Ghana, President Nkrumah (who holds a degree in divinity
from Lincoln University) and his cabinet, attended its fumeral. In the eyes
of the African fishermen, to fail to do this would run the risk of exposing
their fishing fleets to the spirit of the whale, which might seek revenge.

Belief in a Supreme Being is more academic than dynamic, Such a being
has nothing to do with ethical behavior, for that is largely a matter of con-
formity to social patterns. Therefore, such a being makes few demands on
the individual, "There seems to be pretty general agreement that he (the
Supreme Being) is thought of as a producer, originator, or comstructor...He
is benevolez& because his nature is good and not merely when prayers are offer-
ed to him," ) Scme peoples, such as the Dahomeans, have a mmber of gods.
"Instead of having cne set of gods as in most religions, they have ‘fg:yee, each
with its pantheon of deities and distinctive theological system...™

Mogic is not samething peculiar to Africa, and saome writers believe that
it is not far removed from the talismans, amulets, charms, and panaceas common
to American life. "The essence of belief in magic or dynamism, is that the
spiritual forces = good or evil = abroad in the world can be tapped merely by
the venerating of amzeﬁ'bcms, the giving of gifts to nature gods, the worship
of a supreme being,®(3

Magic may take a mumber of forms, but the two most common are sorcery
and witcheraft, The sorcerer endeavors to harm his enemies, or the enemies
of his clients, by using animals, or even other men, as evil agents. Witches
are secret agents and the chief purpose of their nocturnal comclaves is "spiri-
tual carmibalism,” ¥,,,each witch being charged to provide a victim in turn
The assembled ghouls tear the vietim limb from limb, eat it raw or cock it.““)
Witches are more to be feared than angry gods or offended spirits. The witch
doctor is supposed to track down the witches to relieve the condition of the
bewitched, but often the witch doctor exercises a tyrannical control over the

people.

(1) Kimble, Op.cit., p. 22.

(2) Nida and Smalley, Op.cit., p. 15.
(3) Kimble, Op.cit., p. 23.

(4) Ivid., p. 23.
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Wagic is the Jekyll and Hyde of primitive religion, for it kmows no
morality.” i) It may serve to give ine African a sense of mastery over the
forces around him,

Magic is only one aspect of African beliefs. TaXing animism as a
whole, it should be recognized that the tendency among Western missionaries has
been to discount entirely the non-rational or spirit phenomena of the African.
Commenting on this, anthropoligist William D. Reyburn writes, "The consequences
of this attitude on the part of the Western Churches caused the African spirit
to go underground,” with the result that "the African has in many areas of
Africa held his Christian faith in one hand and his belief in the mysterious
world of his pre-Christian days in the other.™ (2) Reyburn believes that
Christian missionaries must 4o same rethinking regarding what ne calls the
non~rationel phencmena,

1I1. f IN CA

The so-called '"Muslim line", 10° north of the Equator roughly separates
animist Africa from the Islamic world to the north, Starting at the Red Sea
in East Africa it passes south of Khartoum. It proceeds westward, skirting
the desert on the north and the green country on the south, and goes through
the center of Nigeria and on to the Atlantic, (See map - DISTRIBUTION OF
RELIGIONS).

Along with Christianity, Islam has been one of the major forces molding
society and civilization in Africa south of the Sshara. "In Africa religion
and society ere one. Each social group functions as a religious commmnity.
So bound up to%g'gher are religion and society that neither can be understood
in isolation."

Islam connotes a religion, a political theory and a particular type of
civilization. Expressed differently, it can be said that Islam is the reli-
glon which binds together, and, to a certain extent, determines » the political
and social ideas in areas where it has penetrated over a period of time,

Islam not only permeates society, it also commands the devotion and profound
loyalty of the individuals who embrace it.

"Not anly is Muslim society held together (as are other societies) by
camon loyalties and traditions, and by a carefully worked out system of
values and beliefs., Not only is it the product of a superb ideal. It pul-
sates with the vitality of a profoundly held and deeply personal conviction,

a religious conviction that is warm and meaningful for the individual member.
We may say that this society, this community, is the expression of a religious
ideal...As a creed or theological system may be the expression in an intel-
lectuel form of a personal faith - as is often the case with Christiens - so
a gocial order and its activities are the expression in a practical form of a

(1) Nida and Smelley. Op.cit., p. 35.
(2) Reyburn, William D, "The Spiritual, the Material and the Western

Reaction in Africa" in Practical Anthropology, March,April 1959,
Vol, 6, No. 2, p. 82.

(3) Trimingham, J.Spencer. The Christien Church and Islam in West Africa.
SQd Press Ltd., 1955, p. O.
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Muslim's personal faith. a(1)

Spread of Iglag in Afrjca

Both Christianity and Islam had their origins outside of Africa, but
both were destined to came in close comtact, if not in conflict, with one an-
other. Both entered through Egypt, Christiasnity in the first century and
Islam in the seventh. Although some Muslim refugees entered Abyssinia
several years before the year 640 A.D. (Muhammed himself is said to have sent
some refugees there), their sojourn was only temporary and so scme historians
consider that Islam was first introduced into Africa when an Arab army in-
vaded Egypt in 640. However, the penetration in depth did not begin in Fgypt
until some decades later when, in elliance with the Berters, Ugbah succeeded
in destroying Christian rule in North Africa altogether. "Yhat the Christian
Church of the early centuries failed to do in Africa, Islam now did. It swept
across the barrier of the Sahara to Western Sudan, converting great Negro
kingdams to the faith; it moved from the Upper Nile into the Eastern Sudan;
and through prosperous settlements on the eastern shores of Africa, it es-
tablished its influence as far south as Mozambique,"{2)

Islem came to Africa in three stages: (1) the period from 640 A.D. to
750 A.D., with expansion across North Africa and into the Sudan; (2) from
the ninth century to the fourteenth when the movement swept along the shores
of the Red Sea, "By the dawn of the fourteenth century the fair citadels of
Islam lay like a string of lustrous pearls along the green cushion of the ver-
dant coast, their marts busy with merchants and seafarers end caravans traf=-
ficking in ivory, spices, gums, slaves and gold from the Sofalan mines,"(3
During this period the Christian Kingdom of Nubia wes captured by Islam, leav-
ing Abyssinia as the only Christian area in the whole of North Africa; and
(3) the period fram 1750 to the present time. According to Tracy Strong,
there were four chammels of expansion of Islam, "the holy war, which greatly
extended the Kingdam and the rule of Muslim rulers; Muslim merchants and
traders; the followers of Sufi orders and graduates of Islamic schools of Fez
Zaitouna and Cairo; and through intermarriage of Muslim merchants and reli-
gious leaders with African women,"(4)

Groves(5) sums up the expension of Islam, toward the north, the west
and east of Africa in these words: YThroughout North Africa west of Egypt
Christianity disappeared and Islam became and has remained the religion of
the people. In the west the Berber tribes became Muslims, while the peoples
of the Sudan were partly converted, but have held the faith more lightly than
the Berber capable of fierce fanaticism, Christian Nubia in the east even-
tually succumbed, while the long conflict of Islam for Abyssinia won only
partial success, Farther south a string of island and coastial.settlements
remained little more than a series of isolated colonies ~ there was never
the unity of an Arab empire among them - until the nineteenth century. "Truly
a giant crescent across Africa,®

(1) Smith, Wilfred Cantwell. Jslam in Modern History. Princeton,N.J.:
Princeton University Press, 1957, pp. 18-19.

(2) Groves, C.P. The Planting of Christianity in Africa. London:
Lutterworth Press, 1948, Vol. I, p. 90. . L

(3) Tracy Strong in an unpublisfxed manuscript titled "The Christian Mission
and Islam in Africal.

% Ibid., p. 3.

Groves, C.P. Op.cit., p. 113.
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The historical development of Islam in East Africa has been different
from that we have already referred to, namely, in North and West Africa.

No date can bz given for the introduction of Islam into East Africa,
but it is ¥mown that Arab Muslim influence began toward the close of the 7th
century, and that it was confined largely to the coastal area. The control
by Arab-Muslims was challenged and broken by the Portuguese at the close of
the 15th century. Muslim-Arab influence practically disappeared for two cen-
turies, but it returned in strength at the end of the 17th century. The cen-
ter of the "Arab empire" was Zanzibar and it was involved in the nefarious
slave trade in East Africa, The entry of European powers and the movement
to abolish slavery weakened the Arab power and the influence of Islam, Toward
the end of the 19th century it was the judgement of many that this influence
had waned and would contimue to do so. However, such has not been the case.
Buropeen officials (particularly British) in the new colonial territories dis-
covered that the people they could count on for their skills and preparation
as craftsmen, traders, interpreters, farm foremen, etc., were Swahili Muslims.

Indien Muslims were brought in to build roads and railways, thus in-
creasing the proportion of Muslims in the population., For the Kampala-Mombasa
railway alone, 32,000 Indians were brought in.

British officials tended to favor the Muslims out of a sense of fair
play, according to one authority. For example, a British official saw
schools, hospitals, churches and other services being provided by gifts fram
overseas and that the Muslim was not so favored. Tnerefore, he used his dis-
cretionary powers to nelp the Muslims, A case in point is the establishment
of the Muslim Institute in Mombasa,

Islam is spreading in East Africa largely as a result of the ®™mission=-
ary® efforts in distributing Islamic literature, radio broadcasts, public
lectures and scholarships. It is still true, however, that there is increas-
ing recognition among African leaders that Christianity is largely responsible
for the social changes which they welcome, and they know that one of the prin-
cipal aids in bringing about these changes is education.

actors i i f Islam in Africa

We have seen that the spread of Islam took place in three broad stages.
At first the expansion was very slow, but it gathered momentum and became more
extensive during the third period, from the 18th century on. It has grown
more rapidly in recent decades,

*This progress has been due to the foundation of theocratic empires in
the nineteenth century, and, from 1890, to the new conditions which resulted
from the occupation of West Africa by France and Britain., During this period
many peoples who had resisted Islam for centuries added it parallel to their
old religion. Its adoption has led to the disappearance of the organized
forms of the old religion, and their substitution by the out forms of Islam
and the addition of Islam's animistic beliefs and practices."(l

(1) Triminghem, J.Spencer. Op.cit., p. 10.
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In attempting to appraise the factors which have led to tke rapic spreac
of Islam in Africa during the past century, we must point out the lack of uni-
formity and the variation in the depth of Islamization.

As Leo Silbeman(l) puts i1, "One should beware of ihinxing of Islam
as a monolithic religious body, whose ideas and doctrinal emphases are the same
throughout the world. Most African peoples whe have adopted Islam nave cone
so but partially. They cling to the worship of spirits and saints; they are
indifferent toward preyer, they drink intoxicating liquor; they permit their
chiefs to have more then the permitted maximm of four wives; they decorate

trees in their sacred groves with bunches of wool ané bair; they take the fasi
of Ramadan lightly."

Islam is primarily a religion of tovnsmen and traders, but it has also
reached into the rural groups because of the close relationship of the towns
with the countryside. However, the appeal among rural people is weaker, and,
often, in spite of acceptance of Islam, old religious attitudes persist, even
though symbols and rituals have changed. Fishermen, nunters and nomads have
been scarcely affected by Islam,

In the process of religious acculiurationm, Trimingham(z) has pointed
out that the more established Islam in West Africa is medieval in character
and that bhere is a religious dualism in the lives of the people.

"The religious life of West African Muslims rests upon this double foun-
dation of the old and the new, and since the process of integration is rarely
camplete, religious dualism characterizes the lives of the masses, though this
dualism is rarely felt in people's lives, for the two strands of religious in-
heritance are woven together. ™

Campeting for the allegiance of the African were Christianity and Islam,
both universalist in scope and outlook, but Islam had a decided advantage since
it did not require a clear treek with +the past, nor did it make such ethical
demands, "The traditional marriage system, especially the key institutioms of
polygemy and bride-price, have proved seriocus obstacles to the adoption of
Christianity. Islam, on the contrary, has not experiencecz s,his difficulty
since these institutions are part of its marriesge system.®(3

In more recent times, Islam, compared with Christianity, has had the
decided advantage, particularly in West Africa, of being an African religion
which could be easily assimilated into commmal life, and & religion whose
agents were African, Islem did not appear in terms of a Western culture as
Christianity often did, nor was it related to the classical colonial pattern.
"Islemic missionaries swim in the wake of anti-colonial agitation, meking what
they can of the fact that colomial powers have been Gtrris'bian."(lrj

"Christianity is still identified with the West, bemce the claim fre-
quently heard that Islam is 'the religion of the Blacks?!, and memy join it
quite naturally simply because this claim is justified and it has something

berman, Leo., "The Chall ofIslaminAfriea",?mgm_m-
() Sﬂm Yol 076, No. 12, March 25, 1959, pp. 356-357.
(2) Trimingham,6 J.Spencer. Op.cit., p. 23.
(3) Trimingham, J.Spencer. i
Clarendon Press, 1959, p. 30.
(4) silberman, Leo. Op.cit., p. 356.
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real to offer those whose local and etimic religion is decaying. In regions
where the old religious authority is breaking down, Islam is gaining adherents
rapidly. In most of the coastal regions of ifest Africa, it cammot be said

+o be in serious competition with Christianity, and only individuals join 1t.*™ 1)
Islam tends not to £ind such ready acceptance where Christianity has already
been established.

On the whole, it can be stated that Islam is spreading among the people
of North, West and East Africa, but not perhaps as rapidly as some claim, Re-
ferring to West Africa, Triminghem gives tals word of caution, "The extent of
effective Islamic penetration must not be overestimated, Even in the Nortn,
neny peoples (Serer and Jola in Senegal and Bambara and Dogon in the Sudan)
nave veen little influenced,..The advance of Islam since the French occupation
nas been largely follow-up. To Jjudge by what he sees along the trade-routes,
the traveller mey conclude that West Africans are mainly Muslim, but if he
gets off the high road into the villages of the bush, his impressions will be
greatly modified."(2)

e St f Is

It is probably true to say that no exact figures for the number of Mus-
lims in each of the countries dealt with in this study are available. The fi-
gures given in different books and publications are estimates. One reason for
this is that few countries take an accurate census, and another difficulty con-
sists in defining what constitutes a Muslim.

#A question with which one is continually confronted when studying liv-
ing religion is what constitutes a Muslim or a Christian. Government officials
and missionaries have quite different criteria, The first take profession as
their eriterion, whilst the missionary thinks of religious knowledge and prac-
tice, though they are not consistent.” 3

Observers seem to agree that Islam is advancing in Africa. ILeo Silberman
considers this rather puzzling since, "The Muslims do not offer education, the
magic word in Africa. Their religious services and houses of worship lack
color, music and imaginative ritual. The Arabs are historically associated
with the slave trade."(4)

It should be said, in all fairness, that in same instances Muslim educa-
tional programs have been outstanding, particularly in Nigeria and Sierra Lecne.
The Ahmadiyya movement has included education as an important aspect of its
program, The Almadiyya sect which first came from India (now known as Pakistan)
in 1916, was introduced into East Africa and then West Africa. It is a liberal,
reform, unorthodox Islamic movement, which, among other things, advocates monog-
amous marriage; and it enjoys great prestige among the aristocracy.

(1) Trimingham, J.Spencer. ; ian Chuz
ILondon: SQI Press Litd., 1955, p. 1.

(2) Triminghem, J.Spencer. _Jslgm in ¥est Africa. London: (xford at the
(larendon Press, 1959, pp. 26~27.

(3) Trimingham, J.S. e Ck ig urch ar
Op.cit., p. 14.

(4) Silberman, Leo. Op.cit., p. 356.
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We shall set down briefly some of the aspects of the appeal of Islam in

Africa today, realizing that this is too broad and complex a question for an
exhaustive treatment.

1) The Islamic emphasis on brotherhood in the sense that race counts

2)

3)

for little in uman relations. This makes a great appeal to
colored people wherever whites have assumed attitudes of racial
superiority. The agents of Islam ere Africans (traders and
clergy) and this means that the religion they profess is more
of*a black man's religion® than Christianity is. This factor
is obviously peculiar to the part of Africa we are dealing with.
Ahmadon Hempate Ba, an Islamic scholar, explained in an interview
that Islam's success in Africa was a resuli in part of the fact
that "it has no color of its own; it is like the water of the
river wielsh takes its color from the sand or rock over which it
flows. (1

The certainty with which Islam maintains it is the true faith.
A belief that this is so is more imporiant than the monotheism
of Islam.

Ritual and observance such as Ramaden and the death ceremony
highlight the religious factor and add strength to certainty

by repetition, Family festivals take place in the home rather
than the mosque, but with the cleric present. This is considered
to be an advantege over Christian practice.

4) The Islamic heaven is recognizable because it is material and

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

attainable,

Islam seems to present the answer to problems both in this
world and in the world to come.

Tne legalistic requirements of Islam appear to be suitable to
the African and his institutions.

Islam in Africa has developed cultural patterns which are
similar to those of African society, It allows the use of
protective amulets and charms,

Islam does not demand a sudden break with the past as a con-
dition for acceptance., This is true in its practice of
polygamy and the bride-price system,

In West Africa particularly Islam is freer than Christianity
in its worship techniques and is not identified with, or
tied to, any church or priesthood. By contrast, the
Christian churches demand educational standards and examing-
tion for ministerial candidates. Pastors, are, therefore,
too few to take care of all the congregations, Thnis means
that lay catechists have to serve the villages, but they can~
not administer the sacraments of baptism and¢ communion, nor

(1) Reported in Ihe Ney York Times, January 26, 1961.



perform marriages, Islamic religion is not concentrated in a
emareh tuilding, encé worship is part of a daily routine rather
than a Sunday affair,

10) The willingness of Islam to consider acceptance of ritualistic
observances rather than insisting on a change of heart, This
emphasis on ritual makes group response relatively simple, and
sametimes a whole village will accept Islam on that basis.

It should be recognized that not all the various forms of appeal Islam
is said to bhave are to its credit, By comparison Christianity may suffer,
but as Kenneth Cragg, an outstanding student of tne Islamic world puts it,

"Not all the disabilities are to Christian diseredit; indeed, it is precise-
1y the readier tolerance in Islam of pagan patterns, its less radical de~
mands on heart and will, that facilitate the easier progress of the mosque
cammnity. ..The Islam accommodation with paganism, though popular and opportun=
ist, jeopardizes both Islamic ideology and tlzﬂz true relation of man to nature
for which paganism dimly feels and yearns."

III. RO THOLICTISM

Africa is the continent where the Roman Catholic Church maintains the
greatest number of foreign missionaries. "In their 40 missions, 3,000 White
Fathers care for 25 million souls, They annually baptize 300,000 and prepare
1,000,000 cateciumens."(2)  Catholic missions are staffed primarily from
Eurcpe. Less than 10 per cent of Roman Catholic missionaries from the United
States are in Africa,

"Fram 1931 to 1957 African Catholics grew from 5,000,000 to 21,000,000,
Beautiful as this increase is, it is still less than the Muslim expansion
which in th? game period went from 41,000,000 to 85,000,000, or an increase of
44,000,000 (3)

Father Adrien Bouffard believes that the growth of Islam should not be
overestimated. He quotes an African Roman Catholic as saying, "Islam is made
up of 10% fervent practicing Muslims, 40% whose religious belief is based on
superstition, and 5% who do not practice at all, Another 5% are really agnos-

tics or (zg.heists, but have remained Muslim in name only from sheer conven-
ience,"

The largest Roman Catholic communities are found in Congo and Uganda.
"The (Belgian) Congo with its 6,299,000 Catholics and Catechumens surpasses

(1) Cragg, Kenneth, "Africa: The Challenge of Islam" in The Christi
Century, Volume LXXIX, No. 6, February 7, 1962, pp. 159 and 161.

(2) Bouffard, Adrien. ati ith. New York: Society of the
Propagation of the Faith, 1958, p. 63. (Note - estimates of the
number of Roman Catholics vary, According to the 1962 edition of
the Horld Christian Handbook there are 23,605,237.)

(3) TIbid., p. 45.

(4) Ibid., p. 45.
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in number the Catholies in Belgium,™ (1) In general, it car be said that the
Roman Catholie Church is strongest in Central Africa where its adherents come

prise 26,8% of the total population. (See TABLE No. 16 - REGIONAL CATHOLIC
AND TOTAL POPULATION).

Dr, George W.Carpenter, for many years an outstendirg Protestant mis-
sionary leader in the Congo, emphasizes the important contribution Reman
Catholic missions have made to life and development of the country. "A con-
centration of staff unequaled anywhere in the worlé - one missionary for
every 2,200 inhabitants - with abundant financial resources for the erection
and maintenance of churches, schools, hospitals, and dispensaries, social cen-
ters and other welfare agencies has made the Churgh a powerful formative in-
fluence in the 1life of the people of tne nation, "(2)

It was almost inevitable, however, that the Roman Cathclic Caurch in the
Congo should be identified in the mind of the African with Belgian colonialism,
and that it should also be criticized for allowing itself to be an instrument
for social control. Dr.Carpenter quotes a highly placed Roman Catholic Congo-
lese as saying,"We need missionaries, We want missionaries who xnow how to
keep out of polities. But we object to the way in which the Cetholie Church
has been made an instnamﬁnt of Belgian political contirol. The Church nas let
itself be belgicized,"(3

In 1955 there were 9,026 Roman Catholic missionaries in Africa, (4)  pe-
longing to sixty-six missionary institutes. The Roman Catholic Church has
made strenuous efforts to train ican persomnel. African-born personnel
for the whole of Afriea include:(5 Cardinals, 1; Archbishops, 8; Bishops,30;
priests, 2,000, Hierarchies were established in many countries during the
1950!'s, in line with the Church's policy of placing administration in the
hands of natives and others on the actual scene of ecclesiastical affairs. (6)
The Roman Catholic Church maintains 35 major seminaries :(n Africa, with 1,643
students, and 117 minor seminaries with 11,154 students. 7)

Perhaps the greatest thrust into African society as far as the Roman
Catholic Church as a whole is concerned is through its educational system,
An example is the case of Ghana (formerly the Gold Coast). "The source of
greatest strength to the Church in the Gold Coast is its system of Catholic
schools, which employs same 4,000 teachers and cares for 115,000 pupils. Over
a third of all the educational institutions in the Gold Coast are Catholic,"(8)

Father Considine refers to "the two great principles that Catholics
fight for everywnere in the world: 1) that education carnmot be completely

(1) Bouffard, Adrien. Propagation of the Faith. Op.cit., p. 63.

(2) Carpenter, George W., article, "Whose Congo?" in International Review
of Missions, July 1961, p. 275.

(3) 1Ibid., p. 275f.

(4) This figure is for all Africa.

(5) National Catholic Almanac 1962, p. 375.

(6) Bouffard, Adrien., pPropagation of the Faith. Op.cit., p. &4.

(7) Ibid., p. O.

(8) Considine, Jobm J. Africa; Torld of New Men. New York: Dodd, Mead
& Co., 1955, p. 50.
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separated from religious control without a doctrinal and moral collapse; and
2) that Catholics (and all citizens) have the right Vo religious education
vithin the framework of the nation's general system of education. Therefore
sucn religious ecducation siould t(e financed from public resources, o which all
citizens zontribute by taxation.

In view of these two principles, Father Considine foresees "a constant
recurrence of educational crises." It is too early to appraise the situation
in ihe newly-formed independent states and to discover the prevailing attitude
on churen-state relations, and particularly on the question of public-supported

through taxation) sectarian schools, a question which affects both Catholics
and Protestants.

IV. PROTES CHRIST. IY
e t Missi in Africa

"Africa has about 40 percent of all Protestant foreign missionaries and
50 percent of all national worxers on fo:ieaign fields, and about 30 percent of
Protestant Christians in mission lands." According to the latest figures
for tne Protestant Coristian communities, Protestant work is strongest in the
following countries:(3)

Congo 2,090,683
Rhodesia and Nyasaland 1,649,766
Madasgascar 1,445,751
Nigeria 1,325,458
Uganda 835,740
Kenya 786,609

In sub-Saharan Africa there are 79 the«iloglcal schools and colleges and
205 Bible Schools and training institutions.%’) (See TABLE No. 18 -  PROTES-
TANT THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS, AND BIBLE TRAINING SCHOOLS).

"Christianity, it may be said, has had its privileged day. For nearly
a hundred years, under the aegis of colonial powers, it was the minority reli-
gion with the dominant status, almost without competition. Now it faces a
pluralistic society, sometimes hostile leaders, and must meintain its foothold
as a decidedly minority religion. More and more it will have to depend upon
the indigenous ?’l nesses, as white western missionaries may be less welcome
in the future,n(> (For complete figures on number of missionaries, places of
worship, Christian Community, members, see TABLE No. 17 - PROTESTANT CHURCH
STATISTICS and TABLE No, 19 = GEOGRAPHICAL AND FUNCTICNAL DISTRIBUTION
OF MISSIONARY PERSONNEL).

Authorities seem to agree that as Christian missions and churches face

(1) Considine, John J. Op.cit., pp. 50-51.

(2) Taylor, Clyde W. A Glimpse of World Missions. Chicago: Moody Press,
1960, . 23.

(3) Forld Christian Handbook. World Dominion Press, 1962(Adjusted figures).

(4) Imbid.

(5) Bryan, G. McLeod. Jhither Africa? John Knox Press, Richmond,Va.
1961, p. 9f.
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a new and rapidly changing Africa, a thorough resppraisal of pclicies , zethods,
program, and basic attitudes is called for and far-reacning adjustmenis will
have to be made. In considering the failures and shortcamings of Protestant
missions in Africa, one must not overlook, or forget, the foundetions faith-
fully laid by a long line of devoted, and often hercic , Rissionaries, many of
whom laid down their lives in the land of their adoption. The hot, mumid,
tropical coast of West Africa has often been referred to as "the graveyard of
the missionary."

"No one can deny the heroic humanism in missions. Hardship, loneliness,
disease and death was the lot of missionaries as they sought to bring truth,
health, freedom, and dignity to individuals in every noock and corner of the
world, as they educated for literacy, as they freed peoples from superstitions
and bad govermments, as they lifted womanhood and the socially ou‘{.ﬁst, as tney
spread hygiene and health and farming methods and useful crafts."

Moreover, while many African voices are raised in criticism of Protes-
tant missions, there are also some who remember the good they have done., (ne
such was an African Methodist minister in Ghana., "Everything we now call
progress in Africa is a direct or indirect fruit of Christianity. It is Chris-
tianity that set the whole of Africa on fire., It is Christienity that offered

us new(ss,andards of life, new values, a new semnse of respect for our color and
race."

In his book Africa's Challenze to Americg, Chester Bowles declared:

"Thus the Christian missionaries and their Book have been in this very practi-
cal sense Africa's true revolutionaries." A similar view was shared by

Sir Philip Mitchell, Governor of Kenya, when he wrote, "The Bible, I believe,
to have been the decisive force...the prime mover (in the liberation of
Africa).m

Some of the radical, forward-looking ideas now being expressed by Afri-
can leaders are to be found in the writings of missionaries or in records of
Coristian conferences. The slogan "Africa for the Africans", for exemple, was
the title of a book published by Joseph Boota as far back as the end of the
nineteenth century,

Recognizing the benefits of the heritage from the past, the fact remains
that Christianity in Africa is in serious trouble today, and "it would be fool=-
hardy for the major Christian bodies not to recognize that Christian work in
Africa needs a sweeping renovation for a totally new era of African history. In
religion, as in politics, Africans seem determined to cut a coat to their own
measure. The prevailing mood is one of resentment against whatever divides
and sets African against African, Africa is undergoing a spiritual revolu-
tion as well as the more familiar 'revolution of rising expectations!, and the
ways in which African peoples talk about religious matters, are in marked con-
trast to the old framework in which missionary work was underteken, There is
excitement in Africa today in the spiritual as well as the political realm,
and there is shattering dislocation of soul, expecially among the young., Much
that sounds like denunciation and scathing criticism is actually a sort of

(1) Bryan, G.McLeod. Op.cit., p. 55.

(2) Quoted by Jack Mendelsolm in God, Allah and Ju Ju (Religion in Africe
Today), New York: Thomas Nelson, 1962, p. 145.
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thinking ocut loud about themselves, about their cwn aching hopes and painful
fears...!To us Africans', one said to me, 'history s s today, yet today
grows out of yesterday - our yesterday, not yours!, "

The desire for independence and selfhood in the political realm has its
counterpert in the Church also, and this is part of the progress towerd maturi-
ty with all its perils and difficulties. Referring to the need for a greater
awareness of the implicatio?s of sweeping social changes as they affect Chris-
tianity, Theodore L.Tucker 2) reports that "we need to be urgently aware of
the changes brought by the growth of cities and of industry throughout Africa
...By and large, our Protestant missions have been geared to the rural areas
and we have not made sufficient effort to seize the new oppartunities of pio-
neering in the cities...We know, too, that a sound rural base is absolutely
necessary, and that laymen in this technical field may have a real ministry
to perform.”

African Christians are increasingly ready to assume leadership in their
churches and some mission boards have taken decisive steps in this direction.
One writer, however, feels that the process has been far too slow. He also
believes that the new type of missionary, with a knowledge of anthropology and
of African culture, with technical skills to supplement his evangelistic work,

a missionary who is willing to take a back seat when it comes to making de-
cisions, and is gracious enough to work under an African - this type of mission-
ary is decreasing in proportion to the total number, because of the large in-
flux of independent groups or sects.

"The tragedy of mission work in Africa, is, therefore, that just as the
older mission boards which introduced Christianity into Africa awakened to the
needs of the new day, they were suddenly overrun by sec'?ai*ians, who still oper-
ate under a nineteenth-century conception of missions," 3

It would seem that there are two broad types of Protestant missionaries
going from the West to Africa, those who belong to the older denominations,
and those who are affiliated with the newer missions and who are not only more
conservative in their theology, but also have a different concept of the Church
and its mission, "Thus the older boards and societies see their vocation in
serving the Church, exploring new relationships and cooperating with others in
reaching peoples. This is not so dramatic as the immediate call to take the
Gospel to the 'last tribe'; it does not appeal so readily to the young disci-
ple...The newer bodies, conservative in theology, untrammelled by relation=-
ships, footloose to history, but profoundly moved by the constraints of the
Gospel, bave no inhibitions. They can sail strange seas alone because it
suits their genius, vocation and appeal to do so. Nor are they always immune
to the attraction of proselytizing other Christiams..."(4)

(1) Mendelsohn, Jack, Op.cit., pp. 25-26.

(2) Tucker, Theodore L. "The Role of the Christian Missionary in Africa Today, ™
paper presented to the Africen Seminar of mission board executives, The
Federated Theological Faculty, University of Chicago, February 15-18,
1960, and published in Seminar Report - Chenging Africe and the
Qrigtian Dvpamic. The Federated Theological Faculty, University of
Chicago, 1960,

(3) Bryan, G.McLeod. Op.Cit., p. 52.
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Dr. Emory Ross, one of the leading Protestant authorities on Africa,des-
eribed the dimensions of the task for Christisns in Africa at a time when new
pations are being built:

"The real and heavy task, essential for Africa, for us, and for the
world, is the creating of Christian Community in and with Africa -
that Christian Community which is open not only to all peoples

but which has concern for all of the life of all of the people.
Land, food, clothing, shelter, health, religion, literacy, litera-
ture, education, commnications, recreations, econamics, family,
commnity, govermment - all these things are, or should be, the
Christian concern of Christians everywhere, for everybody...For
Christians, it is part of the life work of every generation,
placed upon us by the teaching and example of Christ 2,000 years
ago...(It) is a service in which 'oneness! is basie, for it must
embrace the whole of man, the whole of life.

n(It) is a service which govermments can never render in its en-
tirety. It is a service essentially of peoples with peoples...

It is for educetors and farmers, for economists and engineers,

for doctors and writers, for artists and lawyers, for carpenters and
musicians, for veterinarians and preachers and printers and motion
picture people and editors...For this deals with the whole of life.
It is peoples working with peoples for the good of all the people.
There is nothing visionary and 'do-g ' gbout this, It is one
of the basic, solid facts of life,.."l

tist ches

Separatist groups in Africa are both mumerous and diverse. Although
the commonly held theory is that many of them broke away from the convention=-
al denocminations over the issue of polygamy, this seems to be anything but the
main reason, It is rather an assertion of M"Africanness" in a pseudo-Christian
pattern. It is the respomse of a culture which accepts the Christian mes-
sage but rejects the messenger because it feels that he is a representative
of Western culture with racial superiority, and a subtle disrespect for all
things African. An interesting insight into the psychology of the separa=-
tist movement is the way its devotees are largely hostile to same of the
ideas and practices of the missionaries. There are two types of separatist
churches, the Ethiopian and the Zionist, according to Bengt Sundkler. "The
former emphasizes the African or racial character of the church...The other,
the Zionist type, is a much more significant and elaborate expression of the
African mind,,.There are certain features cammon to Affican separatist church-
es. There is a characteristic love of color in the adoption of hoods, purple
cassocks, chasubles and white robes with blue, red or purple sashes, There
is also an emphasis on ritual different from that of many western churches,™ (2)

"host of them are vigorously Orthodox; many are fundamentalist in their
use of the Bible; and some faithfully follow the Prayer Book of the Anglican

(1) Mendelsohn, Jack. God, Allgh and Ju Ju - Religion in Africa Today.
New York: Thomas Nelson & Sons, p. 176.

(2) Dougall, J.W.C. "African Separatist Churches", Interpational Review of
Missions, Vol. 45, 1956, p. 259.
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Church.,  There are groups which combine pagan or lMuslim practices with Chris-
tian ones, but these are at the fringe of separatism. ,,]d])

"In the separatist churches, many Africans find their own trard of the
'freedom! in which they are 'called in Christ!. Their leacders are sometimes
charlatans seeking nothing more than status or power, tui only scmetimes. The
followers are seeking scamething substantial and lasting - ccma.r)xit;; and a per-
sonal identity in a setting where they feel itruly 'at home!."

The Society of the One Almighty God was launched in East Africa at the
end of the last century by Mugema, a chief who had been baptized an Anglican,
After atiracting a considerable following it has now lost most of its influ-
ence and strength. The most widespread movements are the Cherubim ané Sera-
paim Societies wnich have taken symbols and practices from both Christianity
and Islam. For example, on entering their churches the Seraphim remove their
shoes and cross themselves. As the separatist sects come and go, they are
cause for concern among the regular Christian churches, particularly the Prot-
estant.

Protestant Cooperative Church-Related Programs

A memorable event in the life of the African churches was the All-
Africa Church Conference held at Ibadan, Nigeria, January 10-19, 1958, Repre-
sentatives of church bodies in twenty-five African countries attended the
Conference - a much more widely representative gathering of Africans than had
ever before come together for any purpose. Here for the first time the Afri-
can Church found its voice, speaking to the outside world as their own inter-
preters of Africa, its people and the Church.

Many Protestant groups, in an attempt to help Africa in the field of
study and social action, and to learn from one another, are engaged in a num-
ber of cooperative church-related programs. One of the outstanding of these
projects is the Mindolo Ecumenical Centre, set up in 1958 at Kitwe, Northern
Rhodesia, for the purpose of training African leaders, research, consultations
and conferences with special reference to the laity., 1In 1959 its activities
already included a training center for African women in Christian home making.
Here is also located the Africe Jiteracy and Writing Ceptre, whose purpose is
to stimulate the creation of Christian literature for African readers, written
by African authors, in Africa. The Y.W.C.A, and the Y .M.C.A, headquarters
at Mindolo have been set up by an International Work Camp, for training youth
leadership.

Plans are being developed for a Lay Institute within the Ecumenical
Centre at Mindolo. It is also proposed that a course in Social Studies be
given to train Africans for various types of social work,

Many Africans have radios; millions see films, particularly in the
rapidly growing towns. RAVEMCCO (Radio, Visual Education, Mass Communication
Cammittee), representing thirteen major Protestant denominations in the United
States, encourages the Protestant churches in Africa and its national leaders
in their use of radio and audio-visual techniques, in communicating the Gospel

(1) Mendelsohn, Op.Cit., p. 160,
(2) TIbid., p. 165.
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in areas of Christian Education, Home and Family life, Leadership Training
programs and other cultural activities, TIwo ﬁzll-tv:me co-directors were ap-
pointed in 1962 to help advance the use of broadcasting programs alreaq,v in
operation or planned for in Cameroun, Nigeria, Uganda,. Northern Rhodesia,
Tanganyike, XKenya, and Elisabethville and Luluabourg in the Congo.

The Imperial Goverrment of Ethiopia in 1959 granted a franchise for
operating ome of the strongest church-owned and operated stations in the
world, This Christian radio station in Addis Ababa - VOICE OF THE GOSPEL -
is nearing completion and will begin preliminary transmission early in 1963,
100,000 watt transmitters will broadcast the Christian message past political,
national and lingual barriers to reach many millions of people in the Near
East, Africa and eventually in Southern India.

Programs will be beamed directly to each country and will be prepared
locally by Christians who know the many different situations. In each target
country, the progrems will be pretaped at recording studios and shipped back
for broadcast over the Addis Ababa station. Studios are being located in
Kuwait, Beirut, Cairo, Teheren, Istanbul, Jerusalem and Aden. Plammed broad-
casts will be done in language blocks of an hour and a half to two hours per
language. Several U.S.A. denominations are participating in the broadcasting
project through RAVEMCCO and the Near East Caristian Council, which will share
in programming by agreement with the Lutheran Vorld Federation, owner and
operator of the station.

7/

Yaounde Seminarv. A Protestant seminary for Frenche-speaking Africa
was inaugurated January 1962 in Yaoundé, Republic of Cameroun. An African
Studies Department was also established in the seminary. Dr.William D,
Reyburn, who is teaching in this Department, reports that "in a questionnaire
sent to seminary teachers and African specialists relative to the creation of
an African Studies Department in this seminary, the opinion was nearly uni-
formly expressed that the African church should consider African studies as
an essential phase of seminary training to enable young African pastors to
view more systematically the nature of African society and life. The results
of this survey also generally maintained that the African church should re-
late itself more dynamically to its own cultural heritage in such aspects of
ethics, church govermment, and methods of evangelization,"(1)

(1) Reyburn, Willism D, "Africanization and African Studies,"
Practiesl Anthropology, Vol. 6, No. 3, May-June 1962, p. 97.
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TABLE No. 1¢

8} OLIC AMD T

Catnolic Total
Region, Population Population  Percent

Continent (1) (1)
Northeast Africa 2,072,000  63,101]000 3.3%
West Africa 3,530,000 70,541,000 5.0%
Central Africa 10,711,000 39,908,000 26.8%
East Africa 3,841,000 22,922,000 16.8%
South Africa 1,789,000 22,746,000 7.9%
African Islands 1,599,000 6,557,000 2%.4%

Totals 23,542,000 225,775,000

World totals (approximate) 550,356,000  3,004,916,000 18.3¢

Source: These approximate Catholic and general population totals are from the
CSMC World Mission Map, 1961, published and copyright, 1961, by the
Catholic Students! Mission Crusade, U.S.A., Natiomal Center,
Cincinpati, Chio,
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TABLE No. 17
~ERQIESTANT CHURCH STATISTICS
(in sub-Sgharan Africa)
Places of Communicant Christian
Worship Members Community
1) @) (2)
Angola 1,701 108, 304 542,00003)
Cameroun 2,753 250,867 554,254
Central African Republic 447 31,810 45,175
Chad 642 12,750 46,250
Congo(formerly Belgian) 17,661 (4) 765,275(4) 2,090,683
Congo(formerly French) 52 49,743 66,378
Dahomey 258 5,685 28,313
Ethiopia (with Eritrea) 1,099 98,193 191,706
Gaebon 398 18,247 63,409
Gembia 37 2,719 4,708
Ghana 4,609 241,079 749,918
Guinea 595 8,812 16,843
Ivory Coest 1,259 23,327 67,925
Kenya 3,265 309,016 786,609
Jocases 0,10 731259 s
Madasgascar 1 373, 1,445,751
Ml 678 (6) 9,198(6) 3,469(5)
Meuritius and Seychelles 48 3,819 10,327
Mozambique 1,849 48,427 100,663
Niger 13 39 422
Nigeria 12,180 514,380 1,325,458
Rhodesias and Nyasaland 8,258 670,617 1,649,766
Ruanda-Urundi (included in Congo) 159,317
Sierra Leone 777 30,626 61,111
Somalia and Somaliland 11 6 30
Spanish and Portuguese
West Africa 127 2,990 10,997
St.Helena 9 1,474 4,580
Tanganyilka 4,749 475 ,4% 740,734 (2)
Togo 502 39,600 133,121
Uganda 2,883 218,324 835,740(2)
Upper Volta 781 11,545 22,573
Zanzibar 10 300 390
Totals 78,213 4,371,676 11,872,669

(1) Figures as reported in the a isti db .
(2) Figures as reported in the World Christian Handbook 1962 adjusted to

eliminate duplications.

(3) The 1950 census reported 542,000. The 1960 census figure is not yet
available.

(4) Including Ruanda-Urundi.
(5) Meli only.
(6) These figures include Mali, Upper Volta, Guinea, and Ivory Coast.
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Somalia and Somaliland

Spanish and Portuguese West Africa
Tanganyika

Togo

Uganda

Upper Volta

Country Theological Eitle
Institutions Schools

Angola 1 2
Cameroun 4 7
Central African Republic 1 1
Chad - -
Congo (former Belgian) ine, Ruanda-Urundi 18 39
Congo (former French) 2 4
Dahomey 1 2
Ethiopia (with Eritrea) 3 19
Gabon - 2
Gambia - -
Ghana 4 7
Guinea - -
Ivory Coast - 3
Kenya 2 12
Liberia 1 7
Madasgascar 7 18
Mali - 7
Mozambique 2 2
Niger - 1
Nigeria L 2
Rhodesia and Nyasaland 9 12
Sierra Leone 2 10
- 2

5 16

- 3

3 5

— -2

79 205

Source: rld 1



TABLE No. 19
1
GEQCGRAPHIGAL AND FUNCTIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF MISSIONARY PERSONNEL( )
(Breekdown of ebout 75 percent of total missionary force)

b-Sgharan Total
Sua frica nission- Physi- Indust.,
aries Evan, Educa-cians Labor- agric,,
in active & Gen. tors, & Nurses atory tech,
Countries  gervice Church Tea- Dent- (R.N.) tech- special-
(on field & | Workers chers ists ni- ists 0“(‘5)
furlo(1958) cians er
la 171 30 22 5 17 - 1 3
Acsggroun(French) 235 60 15 18 41 - 2 2
%!zﬁgmer Beliil:anjl’zsg 543 216 58 144 8 42 45
Congo(former Fr.

Equat.Afr.) 140 89 15 3 18 4 3
Ethiopia 298 40 6 7 12 - 2 1
Eritrea 6 6 - - - - -
Fr.¥.Africa(ine.

Fr.Guinea and

Senegal) 441 250 17 2 2 - 2 2
Ghana 9 23 13 6 8 - 2 2
Kenya 307 165 41 7 30 - iVA 11
Madasgascar % 69 9 2 15 1 2 1
Mozambique 65 12 2 - 1 - - -
Nigeria 1,211 271 104 31 A 2 17 17
Nyasaland 39 4 - - - - - -
Portuguese

W.Africa 17 13 2 1 1 - - -
Rhodesia:

Northern 97 18 11 2 7 - - 3

Southern 282 100 39 13 19 - - 3

Gen'l area 2 1 - - - - - 1
Sierra Leone 111 20 17 6 14 1 2 5
Saomalia and

Somaliland 28 d 7 4 - 2 - 4 1
Spanish

West Africa 6 6 - - - - - -
Sudan 88 20 2 1 8 - 3 2
Tangenyika 192 109 17 9 27 - 8 8
Togo 12 - - - - - - -
Uganda 35 7 9 2 8 - 4 2
(1) Statistics taken from Missionary Research Library Qccasional Bulletin-

Vol. IX, No. 10, December 8, 1958 -"North American Protestant

Foreign Missions in 1958" - Frank W.Price and Clara E, Orr, Table VII.

(2) Includes business administrators, treasurers, office staff, social service,

relief work, reconstruction.
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